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Egypt reacts to US- Israeli 
strategic agreement 


Philip Finnegan 

Star Cairo Correspondent 

CAIRO — The Egyptian government has 
reacted angrily to the US- Israeli strategic 
agreement. The pact revives Egyptian 
government's Tears of an even stronger 
American tilt towards Israel, fears of 
continued isolation in the Arab world, 
fears of being outflanked by the domestic 
opposition, and even fears Tor Egypt's 
own security. 

Egyptian leaders chose their words 
carefully to express their distaste. Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak told reporters lust 
Sunday “we hope it’s not true — of 
course if It’s tiue. it will be a disaster — 
it will pul America's friends in a very 
awkward position." Egyptian Prime Min- 
ister Fuad Miihieddin suggested in the 
nationally broadcast policy statement be- 
fore parliament — “we must say that the 
strategic co-operation agreement con- 
cluded lately tie tween the United Slates 
and Israel might place new obstacles in 
the path of the durable, comprehensive 
and just peace which we seek." 

Egyptian officials believe that these 
new obstacles have been created by an 
American till towards Israel. In a 
statement to the official Middle East News 
Agency. Minister of Slate for Foreign Af- 
fairs Dr. Boutros Ghali explained — 
“the United Stales cannot play the role of 
a full partner ( in the Middle East peace 
process! unless il adopts balanced stances 
towards Israel und Arab rights. By signing 
the agreement, the United Slates gave Is- 
rael an advantage in return 


for nothing and skipped Pales- 
tinian und Arab rights." 

This failure to present it balanced pos- 
ition is particularly damaging for the 
Egyptian point of view to chances of addi- 
tional Arab moderates such as King Huss- 
ein joining in the peace process. Further- 
more. they are concerned that closer links 
with the United States will encourage 
mure aggressive Israeli policies by leaders 
confident of American economic and mi- 
litary backing. 

Egyptian officials are worried ihnt the 
United Stales is disproving whal had be- 
come a fundamental axiom of Egyptian 
policy since the peace process began, 
namely that the United States is capable 
of acting as an unbiased mediator in the 
Middle East. If that premise comes into 
question, domestic and Arab critics will 
gain credence with their charges that 
Camp David is nothing more than a separ- 
ate peace and with their attacks on Egyp- 
tian links with the United Slates. 

Domestic critics arc already gloating in 
I he opposition press. Muhammed Sayed 
Ahmed, columnist fur Al Alili. weekly of 
the leftist National Progressive Unionist 
Party, wrote last week — "the new 
Israel- American strategic agreement only 
shows the bankruptcy of the strategy Sa- 
dat announced in saying that ninety-nine 
per cent of the cards are in the hands of 
the United States — this new strategic 
agreement is a reason for us to reconsider 
the Arab strategy towards America, put- 
ting on more pressure instead of begging. 
It is Lime that all Arabs united to face this 
new American invasion." 
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AT THE ELYSEE: His Majesty King Hussein Is welcomed to the Elyset 
Palace on Tuesday by French President Francois Mitterrand just before the 
two leaders held discussions. King Hussein is on a private visit to France, 
The King is also expected to address the European Parliament In Strasbourg. 
(AP Wire photo) 

Israelis pound Palestinians 


Continued from page 1 

The radio said it could not be deter- 
mined who broke the five- week old cease- 
fire between Arafat loyalists and 
Syrian-backed Palestinian mutineers be- 
sieging (he city. 

A loyalist spokesman told reporters in 
Triploli the rebels ntteinpted to advance 
into the city’s Bab-Tabbaneh and Sha‘ rani 
behind a Syrian artillery barrage at dawn 
but were repulsed. The claim could not be 
independently verified and the city was 
quiet at midmorning. 

The Israeli navy's two assaults at dusk 
and after nightfall on Tuesday left no vis- 
ible damage at the port area. PLO spokes- 


Iraqi oil minister comments on Gulf war and says — 

6 We would accept all mediation efforts that 
propagate peaceful solution by negotiation’ 


The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opcc) last week held a meeting 
In Geneva. Members agreed to freeze the current production level of 17.5 million per 
day and the price of $29 per barrel. The Star Geneva correspondent Carrie Nolle 
Thompson had ail exclusive Interview with the Iraqi Oil Minister Mr. Qasslm Takl 
Al-Oralbl who spoke about the conference and Iraq’s position both in the world or 
Opec and politics. 


"The conference was a success though ii 
wps fairly quiet. Obviously there arc al- 
ways different view points whether we are 
. rc-evnluating the (oil) market or discuss- 
ing the future. But iu all cases we all 
agree Opec should be coherent.... wc 
reached agreement on prices and quotas. 
We shnll continue L in agreement) so as to 
.maintain a stable market. These ure the 
cpmmon factors that held the meeting 
together. 

It does not in any >yny mean we all have 
the same viewpoint but because of cir- 
cumstances and as a result of the ex- 
change of views, wc decided what was 
Thought to be the best. In any case, what 
: the price was to be and how to maintain il 

. took most of the lime. 

' In view or the fact that there is pressure 
on prices, it was decided wo must seek all 
. means and use all within our power. ,i to 
■ , preserve the level of prices and reduce 
pressure on (hem. . . . this was the gdncrul 
consensus of the conference and cvcry- 
body, left... with a view (hat if necessary 
We .would meet (in an extraordinary ses- 
Sion) : to take necessary me as ures. ' ' 

j .V Al-Oraibi admitted that there' 1 were 
;many -areas of disagreement, - including 
; .|he election of a pew. secretary- general.' 
f , He-polrited out that Iran was insistent, its 
oil. minister should occupy the position as 
U Had been the very first to do so and now 
all thirteen had served. Iraq; Venezuela 
and '. Algeria also promoted candidates. 
Both Iraq and Iran were asked-to withdraw 
, Iheif candidates .so that compromise 
:• might be reached but Iran refused to com- 
i promise so there wps never, on agreement. 
;.;-.The ? Libyan Oil. Minister ^tr. Kama) 
Hassari Maghur as president, will oversee 
T ha ‘posit ion of secretary general until a 
hew one can bo elected at the next sech- 
eduled meeting In July next year in 

.■ 4;;, 


Whereas Mr. Maghur had been persis- 
tent in his assurance that Saudi Arubkl 
had not violated quota agreements speci- 
fied at the March meeting in London. 
Al-Oraibi noted that the monitoring com- 
mittee had acknowledged total oil output 
had been 17.6 (million barrels per day). 
He said this is not 1 much different from 
the 17.5 set rate. The minister added, 
however, (hat other sources presented 
figures showing 18.3 - 18.6. "Bill these 
arc estimates"... “to save lime, we did 
not want to go into a discussion as to if 
they (Saudi) had exceeded or not ex- 
ceeded." he continued. 

Discipline In prices • 

There had been much discussion among 
correspondents and observers as to the 
necessity or having had the Geneva meet- 
ing. To this Al-Oraibi responded, “this' 
meeting was one of the two yearly meet- 
ings with many Items oh the agenda — 

. mostly administrative...;, it Was not an 
extraordinary session so we just discussed 
.'-prices and quotas". The major preoccupa- 
tion of all member nations of Opec. ac- 
cording to AI\Oralbi. is when — If 
there will be an obliteration of the present 
:Qil glut and therefore a return to some 
semblance of discipline in prices'. He 
stressed V we want, stability for producers 
and consumers. " “We have ’ to Teach $h 
understanding with The’ consumer,, we 
have to get a stable arrangement./., in 
the short run It is difficult To; foresee sta- 
bility.. the market will remain weajt, 
production will not reach levels which 
producers would like tp see as a mlhi- 
tmim- This caysqs instability unless we 
lake b decision to reduce prod uc( ion. . . 

L: i : : i ■ Iraq-Iran war 1 ' L L fi: 


a great deal and he has little optimism Tor 
u near resolution. “The war is between 
two sides. Any expectation to end or slop 
the war must come from the two sides. As 
far as wc are concerned, our position is 
very clear We have said several limes on 
different occasions we would accept all 
mediation efforts (that) propagate a 
peaceful solution by negotiation. 

" We have no pre-conditions but we have 
our own principles which wc will discuss 
in a meeting. The other party is insisting 
on a continuation — I don't know when 
and if they ever will ( be convinced) that il 
is necessary to stop the war and discuss 
things. The problem as we see it is the 
fact that in Iran there Isn't only one side 
that makes decisions, there arc more than 
one power centre in Iran, therefore it's 
difficult to visualize them all agreeing to 
slop the war and discuss a peaceful solu- 
tion. 

This is the main problem and the 
issue. But we believe one of the elements 
■ which would help to approach a peaceful 
solution would be that other parties 
should stop and stand firm and press for 
: peace. One idea would be ( for outsiders) 
to stop aid to any of the two sides who 
vwsuld not agree to a peaceful solution. 

: M ost lhe countries in the world have an 
Interest in this area directly or Idlreclly 
They must know instability qould lead to a 
very dangerous situation. 

".There is an opportunistic stand by 
s£me who speak of their efforts to stop 
; the war. They speak at the United Nations 
oru some other place but they don't come 
y.’Up wi t h deeds, by slopping supplying arms 
and helping. There doesn't seem to be 
.(peace) on the immediate horizon. There 

^ Sr Ii.. Seem ^ probability that 
; Iran Will, agree to A cease- fire."' ? 

be qpeoiric on the 
kSE S f *. h P : supplying :arms to Iran. 

'I Ithlsllsue ■ WonfoKfoii on 

! ‘ SSK&'MjWy® -get arms aitf spare 



Arafat returns to Tunis 


men said most of the Israeli barrage 
struck at olive groves south of the haib 
our. and reported no casualties. 

There was no word from Mr. Arafat's 
command on (he date of his evacuate 
from Tripoli with about 4.000 loyalist fq- 
hters. The rebels had set 21 Decembera 
the deadline for his departure, an) 
threatened to storm the citv if he fails ft 
go. 

The Greek government said it was still 
waiting for a green light from the muln- 
nalional peacekeeping force in Lebanoa 
before sending four chartered ships to 
evacuate Arafat and his loyalists. 


TUNIS (AP) — Palestine Liberation 
Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat 
still arrive in Tunis on Thursday 
morning, official Tunisian sources 
said on Wednesday. 

The sources said he was expected lo 
leave the Greek evacuation ship in Port 
Said. Egypt on Wednesday night and meet 
in Cairo with President Hosni Mubarak. 

He will fly on Thursday morning to Tu- 
nis. after his forces success- 
fully completed their evacua- 
tion from the north Lebanese port 
of Tripoli under the watching eyes of Is- 
raeli Gunboats. 

Meanwhile, Israeli warplanes bombed 
Iranian- backed guerrillas in Lebanon, 
while controversy blew up in Israel over 
efforts to hinder the evacuation. 

A military communique said the war- 
planes scored accurate hits on a base near 
Baalbek, in eastern Lebanon, where ter- 
rorists under Iranian influence prepared 
attacks on Israeli troops, and the Multina- 
tional Force in Lebanon. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens told the 
parliament that Israel would go on attack- 
ing guerrilla targets in areas of Lebanon 
controlled by Syria, * * to make the Syrians 
understand that as long as theyrion't res- 
train terrorist gangs in artas under their 
control, we will hit terrorist largBls, and 
that's what we did this morning. 

Replying to questions in the house, he 
aid Israel also would prevent the PLO 
rebels who drove Arafat out of Tripoli 
from entrenching in Lebanon’s Shouf 
mountains. 

.Questions put by opposition deputies re- 
flected criticism of Israeli nRval bombard- 
ing of Tripoli port prior lo Arafat's de- 
parture. 

'The Labour Parly's Micha Harish 
hip 8Cd ^at ^e shellings looked like a 
.half-hearted attempt to block the evacua- 
. TiOfi, and had handed Arafat a victory be- 
cause it made him look as though he had 
* thwarted an Israeli plan, 
j/ Larnaca transfer 

C About 500 guerrillas evacuated from 
yjipoll arrived in Cyprus on Wednesday 
inboard a Greek ship to board planes and 
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Palestinian! fighters from Tripoli disembark from the evacuation ship 1 Naxos’ 
on Wednesday ( AP wire photo) 


fly to Iraq. ;Il was a sombre occasion with 
no singing or shouting of slogans, con- 
trasting greatly lo a similar operation 16 
months ago. In August last year, hun- 
dreds or Palestinians arrived in Cyprus 
acting like I conquering heroes on their 
withdrawal from Beirut after withstanding 
a three-month Israeli siege. 

The drabness of the arrival scene this 
time was alleviated only by the presence 
of half a dozen Greek Cypriot girls al the 
quayside holding armfuls of red carna- 
tions. 

A small crowd of 50-100 port workers 
and Palestinian residents of Cyprus were 
also on the scene to watch the disembar- 
kation. They clapped when the first guer- 
rillas stepped ashore and then watched 
silently. 

A total of 4,000 pro-Arafat guerrillas 
were forced to leave Tripoli, their last 


base in Middle East, after heavy attacks 
against them by Syrian-backed anti- 
Arafai. rebel Palestinian forces. 

Bombs explode 
in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — A truck loaded with ex- 
plosives blew up near a French position In 
West Beirut on Wednesday night, and at 
almost the same time a bomb killed at 
least three people at a downtown bar. 

State-owned Beirut Radio said the 
truck- bomb exploded In the Nasra neigh- 
bourhood, In front of a unit headquarters 
of the French multinational peacekeeping 
contingent. There was no Immediate re- 
port on casualties. 

A bomb exploded almost simultaneously 
at a bar in the bamra shopping area. 
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Junblatt asserts demands 


iiuclear accelerator 




Mr. Qasslm Takl Al-Oralbl 

there) indirectly. Also some ^ 
supplies arc provided by w 
Libya." * ■ 

When asked what Iraq would dj,jl ^ 
followed through on its frequent _ . 
block the Hormuz Strait. Al-Onu s •- 

we arc not benefiting fron }.! , ran a w 
Strait now. Wc are at war with ' 1 " foil 
don't think there's anything v* r * 
Iran closes the Hormuz —• wBI * o# 1 
believe they can. But there 8 jef 
countries which are interestco , 
the Strait open because of the oi e ^ 
from the Gulf. We don’t think I 
serious with its threats of closing ir 
muz because it would 
feet them just as much." . 

Al-Oraibi was more r clu ^®[J[J° *'0{ 
in detail about Iraqi- US rela fe fled§ 
relations with any country « . on it* 
positively or negatively depen # 
attitude of that country J 0 ^ oOS ilioflJ 
and their understanding or our f 0 f « 
that respect. The scope and w* $ g 
relations between Iraq fpd . !L tj 
depend on the position tne wjp. 
.and d$dlare on these pJpp Ie . m ri 
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% Khader Mansour 
Star Staff Writer 

— The Van de Graaf 
Uear accelerator at the Phys- 
of ]? p . artmen t of the University 
&-J“ ra8n was inaugurated on 

undp! e ,l day * in a ceremony held 
r the patronage of Univers- 

■fLll*T! ent Abdul Salam A, ‘ 

tniA 6 ac celerator, the only 

Arab w!. S ii ind °P erat > n B in the 
was installed with 

fermany assist P nce from Wesl 

Jlfi! Werview with The Star. 

; Avmju department Chairman 

SveM ak Said that Jordan 

anSr d lhe acce lerator in 1979 
ajrr»», a .technical co-operation 
^cement with Germany, but 

fcilh ^P^iroental work began 
the V n ?. use on, y in I»83. it is 
■the MiLi W0 L kin8 accelerator in 
ifl lari i e ^ ast * excluding one 
i Arah r/f ’ t , Wo others exist in 

. ft ! teing^secL ^ D ° l 

■4 e rt, d w epartmeri t will primarily 
3«iviiiJi e r ® s earch and teaching 
.V n in dustry. met- 
oiDgy-'ttJ* sci ences, archae- 

> l ^ieS^ifL? nal L sis - Poltetten 
: ,": .;?nd ; pther Helds with the 

A i?v 'C : • Jordan 1 50 fils . 


new equipment. ‘ ’ Our first stage 
of activities was confined to test- 
ing and experiments." Dr. 
Hallak said. “Our accelerator is 
capable of providing pharged par- 
ticles with high energy for inter- 
actions with matter. For exam- 
ple. protons can attain a velocity 
of 30,000 kilometres per sec- 
ond.” 

The range of application of the 
accelerator is very wide, “in- 
cluding the application of various 
nuclear methods, he said: but 
“it can best be utilised in basic 
physics and disciplinary resear- 
ches.” 

The university is planning to 
produce a documentary film 
about the accelerator and its 
uses he said. So far. the Health 

Ministry and the 
Society have sent their otnciais 
and members lo hear lectures on 
its functions. Information about 
the accelerator will be’dissemi- 
n«iedtat™ainly to - technical 
bodies and teaching institutions 

KST both public and i private 8 c - 

tors” to whose work it relates. 

The accelerator is installed in 
the new Science Faculty building 


security 

KUWAIT ( AP) — The Interior 
Mi nlstry on Wednesday 
clamped restrictions on public 
gatherings as Justice Minister 
Sheikh Salman Al-Duatg 
Al- Sabah said that a date 
would be announced within 
days for the trial of the group 
rounded up in connection with 
the 12 December bomb blasts 
In this Arab Gulf state. 

The Interior Ministry an- 
nouncement, broadcast over 
radio and television, said pr- 
ior permission would be 
needed for any group of over 
20 persons gathered to discuss 
a public Isssue. The ministry 
also barred advertisements for 
such gatherings in the media 
without the advance permit, 
warning that violators would 
be prosecuted. 

Ten suspects, said to belong 
to a pro- Irani an underground 
party called Al-Daawa, are In 
police custody for the terror- 
ist raids last week on the Am- 
erlcan and French Embassies 
and Knwaltl targets. 


UAE 3 dirhams 


By Amal Ghandour 

Star Staff Writer 


Majority ’ 


AMMAN - “If the existing poli- 
tical system persists, there will 
always be a civil war in Leba- 
non. * That was the assessment 
of Mr Walid Junblatt in a recent 
interview with The Star. 

Mr Junblatt. tho powerful 
Druze leader and a spokesman 
for the Lebanese opposition fac- 
tions, warned that Lebanon can- 
not hope for pence if the present 
government does not give hoed 
to the rights and legitimate needs 
of the underprivileged and the 
underrepresented. 

“The bahic issue is not secta- 
rian. It Is the fuel that many Le- 
banese — .Sunni, Shi' a and 
Druze •— are frustrated with the 
lack of equal rights, “ Mr Jun- 
blatl said. He noted that there Is 
a need for a total reshuffling of 
the old Lebanese status quo, and 
the rewriting of the constitution, 
which has served the Interests of 
the few for more than 40 years. 

Mr Junblatt pointed out that 
the reconciliation process will be 
doomed lo failure if th.e govern- 
ment of President Amin Ge/nayel 
remains Insensitive * to the de- 
mands of the majority. 


- Kuwait & Bahrain. 250 fils 


Walid Junblatt 

Asked then whether there was 
a chance for the reconvening of 
the Genova conference, the 
Druze leader expressed his inter- 
est and willingness to pursue the 
dialogue ‘ 1 to try to achieve the 
necessary political reforms. 
But he added that ' ' it would be 
fruitless to talk of the confer- 
ence when we are bombing each 
other In Lebanon.' 1 . The o- ; 
chance for the rasumpli' 
talks, he maintained: ; 
ceasefire on the gre^— -TT 

Total dlsenge- J 
ting forces, ' 
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Shmalsani Flowers '*k 


This 1984 Calendar ... Free Gift 

From CYPAL Nurseries 
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Get the best bargains 
in flowers festive 
arrangements and 
plants 

Drop by the Shmaisanl 
Flower Shop 
Our Lebanese 
specialist will be 
delighted to help 


You can easily get it.... either oy a 
or through P.O.B. (925340) Amman 
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Near Arab Hank Centre. you« 
Opp. tlnyu Arts Centre. 

Tell 077001 - P.O. Box 3009 
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APOLLINARIS MINERAL 
WATER FROM GERMANY 
eypnonn 

TO 46 COUNTRIES OF THE 

WORLD 
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Happy New Year 


NON-RESIDENT AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY DEGREES 

It is possible - honestly possible - to earn 
legitimate Bachelor's, Master's, Doctor* 
ales, even Law Degrees from recognized 
American universities without ever travel- 
ing to the United States! The time involved 
can be quite short and the cost surpris- 
ingly low. Credit can now be obtained for 
life experience learning, equivalency 
exams, prior university work, as well as 
correspondence home study. May I mail 
you free Information without obligation f 
Dr. John Bear, 9301 N. Highway One, Suite 
41 6^ Mendocino, California 95460, U.S.A. 




Get fast response- 

AdvertisehithlssectlM 

of The Star. Ask M 

sawssifl 

call 667118. 9. 
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FOUD ABOU ROUSS 


King Hussein Str. Tel: 25734 


Ol© 


1»WEET 

UPERMARKET 

Wishes • its clients a merry 
Christmas and happy New Year- 
See our Christmas presen- 
tations .... sth CJrcJe . JabaI Affl «iw 

Tel. 813529 
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McFarlane speaks with Jordanian, 
international journalists on the air 


By Amal Ghandour 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Amman this week 
joiped Euronet. the weekly 
satellited press conference from 
Washington which brings toge- 
ther important decision-makers 
and journalists from around the 
world. 

In this weeks programme Mr. 
Mahmoud El- Sheri f. Director 
General of the Jordan Press and 
Publishing Company { Ad- 
j Duslour and The Jerusalem 
I Star), joined journalists from 
A Paris. London, Geneva, Bruss- 
rels, The Hague. Rome and Jer- 
T usalcm to talk to President Rea- 
gan's National Security Adviser 
Robert McFarlane. 

Most of the questions centred 
around the Lebuncsc crisis, and 
chances for future peace nego- 
tiations in the after ninth of the 
signing of the Amcrican-Israeli 
strategic cooperation agreement. 

On the recent American at- 
tacks on Syr inn positions in the 
mountains. Mr. McFarlane res- 
tated America's commitment to 
a stable and independent Leba- 
non. He maintained that “Any 
American attack is purely in self 
defence. We only attack when 
there is an attack on American 
units." 

The National Security Adviser 
also reasserted the determina- 
tion of the US to help in the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces 
from Lebanon. He pointed out 
that the continued presence of 


the Syrian and Israeli armies 
only serves to compromise the 
Lebanese government's efforts 
to achieve “a peaceful accom- 
modation between the warring 
factions." 

Mr. McFarlane went on to say 
that Israel and Syria have impor- 
tant incentives to withdraw from 
Lebanon since both share the 
interest of seeing a stable Leba- 
non. He also reconfirmed US ap- 
proval of the withdrawal of 
pro- Arafat PLO forces from Tri- 
poli. calling it an induccmcntfor 
other foreign troops to with- 
draw. 

Mr. McFarlane suid that he 
could sec no reason why Israel 
should block Greek ships carry- 
ing PLO forces as Israel has de- 
clared on many occasions that its 
ultimate interests will be safe- 
guarded upon the departure or 
the PLO elements. 

Commenting on the Amcrican- 
Israeli strategic alliance agreem- 


Furnished apartments for rent 

Two apartments available for rent in the most beauti- 
ful locatiou in west Sbmelsani, Gardens area. 

1 — One Floor — three bedrooms, spacious salon, 
sitting room, dining room, kitchen — two bathrooms — 
private entrance — garage, separate garden, central 
heating and all utilities. 

2 — One floor— three bedrooms and de luxe furniture 
for Information call Faisal — Tel 412.18 or 841554 


jordan 

Jordan welcomes historic 
plane on its return flight 


eni and its effects on American- 
Arab relations, stated that “in 
order for the US to be an effec- 
tive mediator in (he peace 
process, it will have to hold close 
relations with both sides to the 
conflict.” He further argued 
that there is no need for concern 
in the Arab world, because this 
alliance is not designed for an 
offensive against the Arabs, but 
against the threat of Soviet infil- 
tration into the urea. 

Asked by Mr. El- Sheri r if the 
current American policy is not 
actually self defeating since his- 
tory illustrutes that a more sec- 
ure and stronger Israel is a more 
aggressive Israel. Mr. Me Fur - 
lane engaged in heavy rhetoric 
nhmit the virtues and benefits of 
peace for both the Arabs and the 
Israelis. He added that “Israel 
hus already been through five 
wars, so surely it appreciates the 
necessity for pence, and its ad- 
vantages." 


AMMAN (Star) — Jordan will 
become part of world aviation 
history when an historic aircraft 
lands here on Friday. The plane, 
the first DC-2 of KLM, the Royal 
Dutch Airline, (s retracing in 
reverse the route it took in a 
famous 1934 London- Melbourne 


The re-enactment of the his- 
toric flight, which the Uiver 
DC- 2 finished in three Uuvs. IX 

hours and I 3 minutes, is spon- 
sored by KLM. the Royal Dutch 
Airline. The night has become 

the focus of a great deal of atten- 
tion within the Dutch media and 
the air travel industry, and the 
plane will arrive with several 


passengers including a Dutch 
television crew. 

The pilot of the current flight 
is the nephew’ of Albert Plesman. 
the founder of KLM. He will stay- 
in Jordan overnight and then fly 
on to Amsterdam. 

The 1934 air race caught the 
imagination of the entire world. 
The Uiver flew against 19 com- 
petitors, making 21 slops be- 
tween London and Melbourne. 
The most famous slop was the 
penultimate one, in Albury. New 
South Wales, where residents lit 
up the town's rucelrack with 
ihcir car headlights to enable the 
pilot to land during a storm — 
and marking the duy in the his- 
tory of the town and of the tiir- 
linc. 


YWCA-Amman 

Painting on Silk 

Mrs. Ltzlan Albert will start the above men- 
tioned course at the YWCA on Monduy 16/1/84 
for three mouths, once a week. 

Fees JD 60 Including all the necessary 
equipments. 

Final date Tor registration and Tecs pay- 
ment Is 9/1/84. 

For Further Information please call Tel. 
41793 
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( Where shopping is a pleasure ) 

Hasthepleasuretowishits clients ^06®^ » Merrry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year, and to announce few of its special goods. 

Distinctive Supermarket (a Kj| Fashions for all the family 

a 

A unique cosmetics , perfumeries and gifts section 

Ladies 9 perfumes Men’s perfumes Make up & treatment Gifts 


Estee 

Y.S.L. 

Christian Dior 
Dupont 

Laurent Soprelle 

Chanel 5 & 19 

First 

Joy 

Ftdji 

Madame-Rochas 
Azzaro 
Nina Ricci ; 
Voire 


Christian Dior 
Y.S.L . 

Chanel 
A ram is 
Fiimee 
Dupont 

Laurent Soprelle 
Drakkar 
Azzaro 
Jacomo 

Pacco Rabanne 

Caron 

Givenchy 


Estee Lauder 

Orlane 

Lancome 

Fpes Saint Laurent 

Biotherm 

Klytia 

Charles of I he Ritz 
Elizabeth Arden 
Dornie 
Vichy 


Cartier-Dupont-Caran 
d'A che-FI am min a i re- 

Waterman- Pipes-Beauty 
cases- Briefcases 

Selected High- 
Quality Accessories 


Al Bostan Stores 

Tla'a A! All-Gardens' Road. 

Open seven days a week J)'om 8 am to 10 pm 
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USAID to finance solar project 

By Fadla Faqlr 

SptuJl lo The Star 

AMMAN — The United Slates Agency for International Deve- 
lopment (USAID) has agreed to finance part of a project tu 
construct power-generating solar ponds on the (lead Sea In 
Jordan, according to Royal Scientific Society (RSS) offi- 
cials. 

“USAII) will fund the first pba.se of the project which will 
last fur about two years, “ Mr. Malek Kabarltl told The Sl8r. 
Mr. Kabarltl Is head of the Solar Collectors Applications Sec- 
tion of the RSS' Solar Energy Research Centre. 

I he Dead Sea project was discussed at a seminar entitled 
“Salt-Gradient Solar Pond”, held at the RSS last week. Six- 
teen participants represented the RSS, Arab Potash Company, 
National llannlng Council. Jordan Electricity Authority, the 
Directorate of Energy at the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and USAID. 

“Jordan Is the Ideal place for applying the solar pond tecli- 
ndlogy,' 1 Mr. Kabarltl said. “All the gradients needed arc 
available at the Dead Sea area. One of Ihe most expensive 
Items for such a project Is sail, and wo have plenty of It. The 
second Important gradient La solar energy, and we have plenty 
of (lint loo. 


Junblatt predicts a new civil 'Foreign- equity banks catch up with 
war under existing system leaders after ‘ Saudi- ization’ move 


Continued from page I 

of neutral observers to prevent 
violent confrontations, were the 
two terms which Mr Junblatt at- 
tached to the ceasefire. He also 
suggested that the Lebanese 
army halt its shelling of Druzc 
and Shi'ite positions in response 
to sniping incidents. He cau- 
tioned that "following such an 
exaggerated line of response will 
oblige the Druze forces to shell 
Ihe army back, thus allowing for 
the continuation of u vicious cy- 
cle.” 

Commenting on recent reports 
that he intended to create a 
Druzc slate if the reconciliation 
process fails , Mr Junblatt in- 
sisted that such rumours were 
not even worthy of a denial. 


"The Phalangists and the ex- 
tremists among Ihe Maroniles 
should deny them. They started 
the whole idea of partition in 
1975, and now they are trying to 
establish a mini-state in a part of 
Lebanon.” Mr. Junblatt recon- 
firmed his commitment to a uni- 
fied and democratic Lebanon. 

On the American- Israeli 
strategic alliance agreement and 
the repercussions it might trig- 
ger in (he Lebanese arena. Mr 
Junblatt argued that the alliance 
serves to consolidate an already 
strong and hostile connection in 
the Middle East. He pointed out 
that Ihe United Stales had al- 
ready used the Israeli forces in 
the 1982 Israeli invasion, lo 
create a "Pax Americana" in 
Lebanon. Upon the failure of its 


. Your best 
business connections 

in the Middle East. 
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(ration into the region." He, 
quick lo add that such a Set! 
threat is a mere illusion ' 
the Americans are insisting 
humiliating the Arabs, and* 
ing their will on all levels. 

Junblatt' s only suggestion 
for active and strong u 
against such aggressive US 
cies, no matter what the price 
the consequences.” 

He interpreted the dangers.! 

Syrian* * and* ^^erfca^foMs Hanks in Sal,di Arabia have become a key fuel or 
another manifestation "oft:' in (lie future of the kingdom, with close to $40 
«."*"»*** billion at their disposal. But the oil glut has trig- 
gered a money crunch unheard of since the late 
1950s, with most of the burden lying with the 
private sector and the banking scene. Since Fe- 
bruary, total assets of banks have actually drop- 
ped. Deposits have ceased growing and demands 
for loans are shooting up as a shock absorber for 
the government payments in arrears. The liquid- 
ity squeeze is such that banks have had to repatri- 
ate some $2.75 billion from abroad to meet local 
needs. The kingdom’s “Top Two” banks, 
National Commercial and Riyad Bank, are fast 
losing ground to a new breed of money managers, 
Ihe Saudi- ized banks, foreign institutions that 
switched to Saudi nationality between 1976 and 
1980 by hosting local investors now holding 60 to 


why Syria is always tohaveajj 1 
in Lebanese affairs.” He v 
plained that "Syria is a mini,, 
national option for the Lebanen 
and the US should reconcile i 
self lo this fact.” 


Referring to what he said wr- 
the US's claims that its am;l 
on Syrian positions were "p. 
nishment of terrorism." Mr Jr. 
blatt called them unfoundt! 
Defending one's rights, hear 
erted, is not terroristic; bun; 
the US continues to attack ns# 
the Syrians, it should erpe: 
more reprisals.” i 

In retrospect, the Druze leifc 
labelled the mission of the Ac 
erican Marines in Lebanon an 
complete failure. "They cut; 


even defend themselves, i- per cent of the equity. This was the only way 
alone the civilians. Besifc io win the approval of the monetary authorities to 

the ir government* 7 ” ex Pand throughout the country. The transition 
Amin Gemayei, which up toit* now going on is a high-powered money game and 
moment is a hostile regime i Robert Pouliot explains why, thanks to a study 
Lebanese national interests. j usl released by Capital Middle East, a Cyprus- 

i DoS confidential service monitoring money and 

«Pital markets in the area. 

"I cannot say that it 

itive, except that the (US baafc.THE GOLDEN age of bank 

ship) ' New Jersey’ is sheWjexmnsion has come to an end 
now. He added that the wk, n Saudi Arabia, 
to reaHze that T'lhe | ijg* With deposits having reached 
suck will only work to MlM* plateau in late Tall and demands 
the Arabs even further. j„ | onns and r0 ,| 0vers shoo[ing 

Commenting on the scramble for liquidity is 

Israeli- Lebanese troop wlnw.murking a whole new era in 
wal agreement. Mr JuntctTnoney und ensh management. 

Unrlnr I hit. ..... I _ _ r 


maintained his rejection « ( 



concerned, the as enjoyed hitherto 

signed between the slate jljjha two leading Institutions — 
rael and only one of tne , 1^ ^1 Commercial Bank 
banese factions, thus Hnd Riyad Bank — has 

its legality. He f ,,rlh ^ s ^/j* len behind much more Impor- 
tant if Israel is truly ** . y]ant criteria snrii ac mc^Lni 


that 

"peace ior uam« •. laciiitics. treasury and 
does not provide lhe J' g j„S jJ cntor y management experl- 
work for peace. Mr. ^ 

pointed out that lsr«[ 


if Israel is .cr i to ri a such as merchant 

for Gohl« facilities, treasury and 

pJHtory 

more men during its occup^';^ 11 are now focused on 
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mindtrt 


: u di banks. 

While keeping in mm » | nUeed 
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for its continued occup»tM^ rS; J major turn-around will 
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stances), along within 


Monetary Agency's (Santa’s) at- 
titude towards the renewal of 
technical managing contracts 
signed by those banks with their 
foreign partners. Most contracts 
run until the end of 1985 with 
the exception of Bank Al-Jazira 
and Saudi American Bank 
(Samba), where it expires at the 
end of 1986 and 1988 respec- 
tively. 

Should Santa forbid their rene- 
wals and push for greater 
Saudi- ization of their staff, it 
might affect Tut ure growth pat- 
terns and impede the flow- 
through of banking know-how. 
Yet. new typos of agreements 
could be reached on an individual 
basis along the same lines ns 
those now in force in the Top 
Two. 

New constraints 
on the Top Two 

By early 1983, NCB and Riyad 
still controlled 57 per cent of the 
overall banking market in' the 
kingdom, according to their ba- 
lance sheets (excluding, how- 
ever. contra accounts). But signs 
of a net slowdown In their pace 
of expansion were already clear. 

The biggest break to NCB’s fu- 
ture expansion lies with its low 
capitalisation. As a Saudi official 
puts it, "the law of diminishing 
returns is the best way lo de- 

of 


Jlf'lhe loan f~* sertoe the performance 

Thelr pro * f \' National Commercial.” With the 
Will rariSn !V £T onasie ? ) probable exception of Saudi 
mi than «? n KfV?D ave / a ^ h *‘ Cairo Bank which recorded hefty 

Mich h§ve SlV' losses on the precious metal 

Sir *■ Iff* -market lit -198-2, NCB has the 

>n th6 ‘ • l 31 *?, 1 i ull 5 e lowest capital- to- assets. ratio of 

.it? i taxation of dividends 
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the only arrangements 

ensure secure borders. 

On last week's Israeli su. 
sion of the departure j f| 
banese ; Christian Bjj' 

Deir Al-Qamar . al L l ? xaiJ on or dividends, 
month siege by the Dr ,. help them in keeping a- 

Mr Juriblatt reiwrW^iJ^Jgfly 'growth of their sharehol- 

. equity; 


•‘This is a very 

game by the Jsraeli^ and b*B question Mark, how- 1 

SSR2. Arabian 
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them ila)er on in 
Lebanon “ 


lowest capital- 
all Saudi banks; with a. show of 
4.7 per cent as opposed lo nearly 
1 1 per cent for Riyad Bank. The 
impact is such that the number- 
one bank hRd to keep over $900 
million locked-in ns statutory 


•v^Mber'.i9B3 .■ 



icsirrwN uiih Sjiii.i ,ii tlu,- tnd < <| 
I'rx2 \s . i result the v\[>.iiisiu!i 
i>1 Un hi jiu |i iiciuiirk s!<iUb-il 

ilm\n L«i|istJur.ibly 

I he t.isv «ii Ki%.ii 1 |t.ink, uhikh 
Ii.in him uiidcigiuic j m.ii«*i tn|i 
inan.iL'i'incui iv- i>r |f.ini/.iiitni is 
M'liidiim qiiiu- ditk-icnt It ic 
iii.il ns i cl.ii i\l*1j live i 
C iipiiuhscU. hut us gnmih i.n L - 
tell tin'll April I *i x 3 Ik-pnsits 
I mm indiMilii.il- .uni piivjii- lm- 
Mili'ssus (ficw li\ kss Hun 5 pci 
vein (;ig,iinM ti 1 pci cent the 
year hclmc). wink tlic Ui.iii 
iiiniiienliiin tiuiihkd t nun a t? 
pci cent growth in P'M Kj in 7 
ivr cent in spring of Mix) Itv 
the cud of IVKJ. Ihe hank had 
completed a five-year expansion 
with I 20 brunches . and very lew 
additions were planned lor 
1084. 

The branch explosion 

The most striking feature of 
the Saudi-ized banks over Ihe 
last few years has been their ag- 
gressive expansion on the retail 
market. Over the period of 
1980-83. Saudi-ized banks ac- 
counted for 55 per cent of all 
new branches opened through 
the kingdom. 

Although (wo thirds or those 
new outlets were concentrated in 
the Western (49 branches) and 
Central (47) provinces, a re- 
markable push was made in Ihe 
Eastern area with 33 new' coun- 
ters. 

While a major breakthrough 
was achieved in the southern 
provinces with a total of 2b new' 
branches, particularly in towns 
such as Abha. Jizan. Khnmis- 
Mushayt. Najran and Al-Balmh, 
very little effort was made in the 
northern area where the Top 
Two continued leading the ex- 
pansion drive. Three Saudi-ized 
banks have still no counter up 
north: Saudi American (Samba). 
Al-Saudi Al- Holland! and 
Saudi- British. The others arc 
mainly concentrated in Tahuk 
and Sdkakah. 

However, this may change in 
1984 since the north is the last 
virgin area as far as bank compe- 
tition is concerned, and the pro- 
vince Is benefiting from strong 
development programmes which 
could make business much more 
attnictive for Saudi-ized banks in 
the future. 

Saudi-ized banks had very few 
branches in April 1 980. with 
Saudi British leading the way. It 
hod 1 I brunches thanks to its 
strong position in the Eastern 
Province. Arab National Bank 
( ANB) now comes on top. xvilli n 
web of 63 branches ns of July 
1983. 

The pillars of its network re- 
main in the Central Province, 
where Its head office is located. 
But ANB has shown an aggress- 
ive marketing strategy in the 
Eastern and Northern arcus ns 
well. 

The only province where it was 
overtaken by n Saudi-ized com- 
petitor was in Ihe Western Pro- 
vince, where Al-Snudl Al- 1'Tansi 
coines third behind Ihe Top Two. 
The latter enjoys Hie second big- 
gest retail network or nil Snudi- 
ized institutions, mid has 
achieved remarkable success in 
the Southern area as wull with 
the opening of seven new loca- 
tions.. 

Running out of steam 

Although the branch expansion 
will go on through 1984-85, the 
pace of new openings is expected 


(xrowth of branch networks 


Hanks 

Branches 

Branches 

Hunk 


in J9HIJ 

in 198.1 

in 1 98 J 


1 April) 

(July) 

(July) 

M II 

7 1 

1 4 1 

| 

III >ud 

5.3 

1 1 5 

1 

) 

Saudi British 

1 1 

211 

7 

Arab Nuihmul 
Al-S:iud) Al- 

8 

63 

i 

3 

Iransi 

8 

1 11 

j 

Al-.lu/lru 
Al- Saudi 

8 

23 

•f 

6 

Al- llnllandi 

5 

16 

if 

Saudi Culm 

4 

29 

5 

a 

Sumhu 


17 

Tulal 

(Source: Saina) 

17 L 

464 



to drop significantly during this 
year l I 984). 

I hough Al- Saudi Al- I'ransi 
plans to open I 4 new brunches, 
u strong comeback is expected by 
Saudi Cairo which hopes U« open 
15-20 new counters in the wake 
of its 198 2-83 management 
re-organization which forced it 
to delay openings. 


For most other banks, plans 
lor new branches have been cur- 
tailed compared to I9K2 und 
I 983. flic i re ml started when 
Saudi British closed two bran- 
ches last year lone in Al-Khnbar 
and another in llafuf) and quite 
a few bunks now find themselves 
with more branch licences from 
Santa than they can really 
handle. Pari II next week 


The Top Two 


Est. 


Ownership 

Assets (in 
millions 
of dollars) 

Nat’l Commercial 
(NCB) 

1938 

lUnmahfouz and Knkl 
families: The bank Is 
run ns an unlimited 
liability partnership 

14,835 

Riyad Bank 

1957 

Wholly Saudi with 
The Saudi Arabian 
Monet nry Agency 
leading the .show, thanks 
lo 38 per cent of 
equity 

7,779 

Saudi 

-ized banks 


Est. 


Ownership 

Assets (In 
millions 
of dollars) 

Snudl American 
(Samba) 

1980 

Citibank or New York 
40 % 

3,09.3 

Al- Snudl Al-Fninsll977 

Bank fndosnez (France) 
40 % 

2,846 

Saudi Cairo 

1979 

Ranquc du Calrc 
40% 

2,338' 

Al-Snudl Al- 

1976 

Aluemcnc Bank 

2,043 

Hollandl 


Nederlaud (Holland) 40X 

Arab National 

1979 

Arab Bank (Jordan) 
40% 

1,764 

Snurll British 

1978 

British Bunk of 
the M. E. 

1,760 

Saudi Investment 

1976 

Chase Manhattan. ( 20 %), 

1,627 

Banking Corp. 


W. German Cominer /.bank 
(5 30, 

Industrial Bank or Japan 
(5%), UK's J. Henry 
Schroder Wage and 
Co, iS%) 

Al-Jazira 

1976 

National Bank of 

1,288 



Pakistan 35X 



(1) Figure for 1981, .since (he 1982 balaucc sheet has still not 
hccit approved by the Snudl Arabian Monetary Agency. 
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UDD opens two 
tenders for 
new contract 

• THE URBAN Development De- 
partment Tendering committee 
on Tuesday opened tenders front 
the local Construction Engineer- 
ing Corporation (CEC) and the 
China State Construction En- 
gineering Corporation (CSCEC) 
for the construction of schools 
and community buildings at the 
site of the Quweismeh new area 
building project. 

The face value of the two bids 
upon opening was very close. 
CEC ended up with JD 874.- 
046.810 after making a 4 per 
cent discount from its total esti- 
mate of JD 910,465.420; and 
CSCEC gave a total contract va- 
lue of JD 889,177.700 for both 
schools and community buildings 
(without any discount). 

Hanbo subcontracts 
for generators 

• SOUTH KOREA'S Hanbo Gen- 
eral Construction Company is re- 
ported to have awarded to the 
Escher Wyss Division of Bell En- 
gineering (Switzerland) a 
subcontract for the supply of two 
2 . 100 -kiIowatl turbines. 

The turbines will be installed for 
hydroelectric use at the King 
Talat Dam, which Hanbo is rais- 
ing under a contract with the 
Jordan Valley Authority. 
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Two anomalies j 

By Mamdouh El-Ghaly jj 

TWO SEPARATE big deals this week, involving the National ! 
Bank of Jordan and the Islamic Bank, have upset all the u 
bles. Because of those two deals the total business on the 
market handling jumped to 120 per cent of last week eve! 
though this week was short one day due to the Prophet'! 
Birthday. Those two deals also caused the deviation around 
the daily handling average to rise by 38. 5 per cent. 

On the whole, however, the market handling continued to 
be faint. Those two deals, did not affect prices in general i, 
although the market average improved by 0.3 per cent. y 

During this week more than 600,000 shares were handled ) 
at a market value exceeding JD 1.5 million divided anions \ 
800 contracts. The daily handling average came to JD F 
400,000. 

Banks 

) 

The volume of handling within the banks sector reached ' 
79.5 per cent of the market total — an increase of 21.6 J 
points compared to last week. Within this sector four out of . 
17 banks occupied 85.7 per cent of the sector's businessor 
68.3 per cent of the market total. The Islamic Bank had 
39.2/31.2 per cent; National Bank of Jordan had 33.5/.26.7 
per cent; Jordan Securities Corporation 6.6/5. 3 per cent, 
and Jordan-Gulf Bank 6.4/5. 1 per cent. 

Industry 

Industrials sector had 14.4 per cent of the market -i 
decrease of 15.9 points from last week. Four out or 27 com- j 
panies had 47. 2 per cent of the sector or 6 . 9 per cent of the \ 
total. I 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery had 18.5/2.7 percent; Jordan i 
Ceramics 12.3/1.8 per cent; Arab Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turing 8.3/ 1 . 2 per cent, and Intermediate Petrochemical In- 
dustries 8 . i / l . 2 per cent. 


Services 


The services sector had 4.1 per cent of the total, a de- j 
crease of 3.6 points. International Contracting and Invest- j 
ments alone, from among eight companies in this seclor. oc- * 
cupied 45. 1 per cent of the sector or 1.8 per cent of the j 
whole market. { 

Insurance 

The insurance sector had only 2 per cent of the total hand- 
ling, a decrease of 2. 1 points compared to last week. 

Two out of nine insurance companies occupied 59.6 per 
cent of the sector or 1 . 2 per cent of the total: Jordan- French . 
insurance with 31.9/0.6 per cent, and Yarmouk Insurant* ■< 
with 27.7/0.6 percent. i 

The shares of 61 companies were handled during this j 
week. Price declines outnumbered advances 29-19. Gained? 
Included: Philadelphia Insurance, closing at JD 1-340 op | 
from JD 1 .260; Irbld District Electricity at JD i . 140 up from 
JD 1. 100, and REFCO at JD 38 up from JD 37. 

Yarmouk insurance closed at JD 1.400 down from jj 
1.550; General Insurance at JD 3. 250 down from JD3.40W! 
Bank of Jordan at JD 32,000 down from JD J 3. 400; w* 
aI-Sha‘b Press and Publications JD 1.200 down J rom { n 
1.250, and Arab Exchange at JD 1.500 down from w 
1.560. 

Thirteen companies showed no change in their shaft 
prices. 

The Star price index.at closing time came to 327 . 58 . sn 
increase of one point or 0.3 per cent. In the over-w 
counter market over 21 8,000 shares were handled at a miu 
ket value of JD 140,000. 

The weekly record 


i . ^' Companles showltig an increase In stock prices 
i: HoJmpanies with a price decrease 

t v. C. The mean record figure 
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middle east 


HJs Majesty Sultan Qaboos 
Bln Said of Oman celebrated 
the 13th anniversary of his 
accession to the throne last 
month. On the occasion Sul- 
tan Qaboos granted an exclu- 
sive Interview to the Journal 
of Defence and Diplomacy 
(JODD) In which he spoke on 
wide ranging Issues including 
the Iraq-Iran war and the 
Palestinian problem. Follow- 
ing are excerpts from the 
Interview. 

Question: Like other Gulf 

nations, Oman largely depends 
upon a foreign work force. Does 
this expatriate population affect 
your Internal security? Are there 
plans and capability to “Oma- 
ulze" the work force? 

Answer: The expatriate popula- 
tion is making valuable contribu- 
tion to the development of our 
country, they do not in any way 
affect our internal security, 
firstly, because we are naturally 
selective as to those who arc re- 
cruited for tfork here and, sec- 
ondly, because there are in any 
case no grounds for threats to be 
fomented against Oman's inter- 
nal stability. 

Indeed, there are very definite 
plans to press forward with 
"Omanization" in every sphere 
of our national activity. Wc shall 
certainly continue to need fore- 
ign specialist advice and other 
assistance, notably in the field of 
technology, for a number of 
years to come, but great empha- 
sis is being placed upon provid- 
ing the training and opportuni- 
ties for our young Omani people 
to fill this requirement themsel- 
ves as a matter of high priority 
and I am very satisfied with the 
considerable and increasing pro- 
gress we are making with this. 

This opening in 1986 of our 
national university — Qaboos 
University — which will enable 
our young men and women to 
qualify in specialist professions, 
will provide greater impetus to 
our Omanization plans. 

Q: The war between Iran and 
Iraq is now over three years and 
the economic burden and loss of 
life grows dally. How can this 
conflict be resolved? 

A: This war between two Muslim 
countries is indeed deplorable, 
and there is nothing I should like 
belter than to see it brought to an 
end •— not only because of the 
tragic loss of life and economic 
destruction that it has created 
for the people of both countries, 
but also because of the instability 
hat it creates for our region. But 
it is difficult at present to see 
sigus that this conflict will be re- 
solved, one can only hope that 
eventually a satisfactory and 
lasting solution will be nego- 
tiated between the two sides. 

Q: What are your views with re- 
•* r V 0 the recent events wlthlu 
tne Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation? 

A ! As you know, the Sultanate 
wholeheartedly supports the 
Palestinian people in their strug- 
gle to regain their homeland and 
P r , the .world to acknowledge 
uje ,r national dignity and rights: 
the sufferings of the Palestinian 
people over ail these many years 
constitute a standing reproach to 
JJ^nanity, I believe — as I have 
otten stated before — that every 
avenue must be throughly ex- 
to frlng about a peaceful 
solution, to this problem, ho- 
,,°brable and satisfactory to the 
undoubtedly legitimate claims of 
,yie Palestinian people. 

' For many years, the PLO has 
undertaken to represent these 
claims . ajid . to work for their 
achievement, and I certainly 
hope that; it will settle its eternal 
; differences and unitedly conti- 
nue to direct constructively all 
V s efforts to this end. At the 
same, time, I regard it as essen- 
: jjal that the voice of the Pales - 
'jinian pepple as a whole should 
be heard and taken fully into ac- 


‘Camp David accords alive, efforts 
must be made to build on them’ 

'The only constructive step toward a peaceful 
settlement of the Middle East problem 
that has so far been achieved' 



Sultan Qaboos 

count in the search for a set- 
tlement. 

It must also be understood that 
the world as a whole — and par- 
ticularly the United States and 
the West — have part to play in 
working for this settlement and 
In ensuring that it is equitable 
and satisfactory to the Pales- 
tinian people. 

Q: Do you believe tbe Camp Da- 
vid accords are still alive or Is 
some other approach now necess- 
ary? 

A: The Camp David accords 
formed and still form, the only 
constructive step toward a peace- 
ful settlement of the Middle East 
problem that has so far been 
achieved. I certainly believe 
that the accords must be re- 
garded as still alive and that 
every effort must be made to 
build on them. Further progress, 
has, of course, been hindered by 
Israeli intransigence but we must 
not be deterred this. There must 
be absolute no capitulation of 
Palestinian rights, but the search 
for a solution must be continued. 
All possible approaches that 
might lead to a peaceful .set- 
tlement should be continually 
sought and pursued. .And, as I 
have said, the UnU'edl States 
must strongly play its part in 
this. 

Q: Oman* s oil reserves are now 
estimated to last for another 20 
to 30 years. What are Oman s 
alternative resources? What are 
the plans for tbe Omani economy 
when the .oil runs out? 

A: Ever since my nccesion In 
1970, I have insisted, that the 
Sultanate’s economy be diversi- 
fied away from total dependence 
on oil. Fortunately, we have 
been blessed with other rich re- 
sources that if exploited, can 
play a significant part in achiev- 
ing tftis aim. 

‘ We afe moving steadl'y toward 
self-sufficiency in agriculture 
export projects for our refined 
copper are going ahead, our fish- 
ing industry has already been 
developed to the point whore we 
are , self sufficient in this staple 
commodity, and the Sultanate is 
on the point of- becoming an ex- 


porter. it is also planned to deve- 
lop other resources such as natu- 
ral gas. chrome, cement, asbes- 
tos. iron and even coal for the 
benefit of our people. 

At the same time, the position 
regarding our oil resources is 
very satisfactory, new finds of 
high grade crude give an assu- 
rance that these supplies will 
continue for many years to 
come. Our oil industry enjoys an 
additional advantage. Our ex- 
ports are made directly from our 
refinery and our crude oil termi- 
nal on the Gulf of Oman and 
therefore are not subject to the 
uncertainties imposed on the 
Gulf by the Iran- Iraq war and 
other threats of destabilization. 

Q; We notice that Oman has 
recently borrowed $300 million 
from a group of International 
banks. What has been I he effect 
of the present oil market on (he 
Omani economy? 

A: Oil prices now seem to have 
stabilized at a satisfactory level 
— both from the producer's and 
the consumer’s point or view- 
and I believe there is no renson 
why this stabilization should not 
be maintained. Although world 
oil consumption has undoubtedly 
declined recently, and carefully 
husbanded import requirements 
will clearly continue to be u fac- 
tor for consumer.countries in the 
present world economic situa- 
tion, the inevitable continued in- 
dustrial development and the 
drive to improve living condi- 
tions will be strong factors in 
maintaining demand. 

The recent borrowing of $300 
million has been a prudent 
measure to safeguard the Sulta- 
nate's future position against all 
possible eventualities. 

Q: The navigable waters of the 
Strait of Hormuz go through 
Omani national waters. What ef- 
forts are being taken to protect 
this vital oil route? What support 
should Omari receive from the 
Eastern nations to assist in the 
protection of the Strait? , , 

A: The main navigation channel 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
runs, as you have said.' through 
Omani territorial waters. There- 


fore. the Sultanate accepts u re- 
sponsibility for doing all it can to 
ensure the safe passage of all 
peaceful inter national naviga- 
tion At (he same time, in the 
light of the seriously unstable si- 
tuation affecting the Gulf, we 
believe t hut uii the Gulf states 
should be concerned with this 
matter, and that the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council could play a part 
in offering u plan to help ensure 
the continued safely of inter nut i- 
nul shipping. 

I also feel it is right to expect 
the Western nations to assist 
with the provision ol equipment 
ttnd such other technical assis- 
tance us may be required, since 
they have a vital interest in pres- 
erving the safe' passage of all 
shipping t (trough the Strait. 

Q: What are the relations be- 
tween Oman and the People's De- 
mocratic Republic of Yemen 
( PDRY)? Does the Popular Front 
for (he Liberation of Oman 
( PFLO) still represent a threat to 
Oman? 

A: The agreement signed be- 
tween the Sultanate and South 
Yemen last October was the first 
step taken for many years toward 
nil eventual normalization of re- 
lations. bused as it was on the 
Sultanate's long-standing re- 
quirement that there should be 
no interference by cither country 
in the internal affuirs of the 
other. Up to the present. South 
Yemen has observed the 
agreement, but we are naturally 
continuing to be very watchful. 

The so-called PFLO has for 
many years now existed in name 
only as a communist front propa- 
ganda facade of no real sub- 
stance. (t poses no threat to the 
Sultanate. 

Q: Oman has declared Its adher- 
ence to non-alignment in the 
superpower rivalry. What is Ibc 
effect on this neutral course of 


the Soilet Incitement In Ibc re- 
gion through its proxies? 

A; It is our aim. in concert with 
our brotherv of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, to achieve the 
highest degree of self-sufficient- 
ay in all spheres. so that uur re- 
gion can avoid involvement in 
the superpower rivalry I am 
happy to say that we and our 
brothers have have made very 
sign i fie ant progress to this end 
und I am confident that oar con- 
tinued cooperation in the future 
will he of the greatest value to 
the security und well-being of 
our peoples. 

However, it would he folly to 
ignore the hluum expansionist 
plans of the Soviet Union — one 
has only to look around the world 
to see the reality of this threat 
and Oman must mami.iiii and 
develop its relations with its 
friends in the world as a protec- 
tion against these ambitions, i 
and my people have had first- 
hand experience of what this 
threat can mean to a small in- 
dependent country, and we have 
no intention of becoming vulner- 
able to it again. 

Q: Your Majesty’s recent visit to 
the United Stales was a diploma- 
tic success and underscored (lie 
defence relationship between 
Oman and the Ignited Slates. Are 
you satisfied with your relation- 
ship with the United Slates? How 
docs this relation affect your 
position of non-alignment? 

A: I am very satisfied with tny 
recent visit to the Uni md States, 
il provided an excellent oppor- 
tunity for an exchange of views 
between our two countries, and 
enabled me to brief the president 
and his officials on the situation 
in the Middle East and the prob- 
lems that exist there I am also 
satisfied with the Sultanate's 
present relationship with the Un- 
ited States. 

In answer to your question, 
this relationship in no way af- 
fects our position of non- 
alignment. Our dclenni nation 
to work closely with our brothers 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
to attain political und economic 
self-sufficiency and also to re- 
main aloof From the superpower 
confrontation is in no way in- 
compatible with our intention to 
develop the Sultanate's relations 
with our friends of the United 
Stales and the West. 

Omanpress 


Reagan pledges secret 
military aid to Israel 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — President Reagan has opened tbe door to 
future Increases In US military aid to Israel through a secret 
undertaking following Prime Minister. Yitzhak Shamir's vi- 
sit lo Washington last month Israel radio reported. 

The radio said Mr. Reagan's undertaking came In a secret 
annex to Israel* s economic aid request to the United States, 
and said he would show understanding of Israel's defence 
needs and fix appropriate military aid. 

The document was delivered to Mr. Shamir and Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens last week, the radio said. It said this 
was the first time any president of the United States had 
given a firm commitment in writing for futnre military aid to 
Israel. 

The United Statos has allocated $1.7 billion to Israel In 
1984, The secret aid agreed by. Mr. Reagan will be in the 
form or grants and will not add to Israel's foreign debt bur- 
den, now standing at over $2 1 billion. However, part of the 
1984 aid package was a loan. Mr. Reagan's undertaking 
will only apply to aid Lit 1986 and thereafter. 

The radio 1 s economic correspondent Gadl Sukenlk said the 
secret annex had been worked on before and during Mr. Sha- 
mir' s talks with Mr. Reagan In Washington. He quoted un- 
named government officials as saying that It would be diffi- 
cult for the Americans to Ignore this document In future 
negotiations on US military aid to Israel. 
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TELSTAR TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
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PROMPT SERVICE, convenient sch- 
edules and passenger comfort have 
been the hallmark of Telstar Travel 
and Tourism ever since its establish- 
ment in 1976, For passenger cruises 
or freight transport, Tclstar is the lo- 
gical choice in Red Sea shipping. 
Anyone considering L rave I abroad 
should also refer to Telslnr. one of 
Amman's most reputable travel agen- 
cies* 



ITT is based in Amman and has 
branch offices both locally and regio- 
nally. It has been a member of (he 
International Air Transport Associa- 
tion (IATA) since 1978. One of the 
most prominent features of its ser- 
vices are the regular cruises between 
Aqaba and Suez offered on its two 
luxury liners, El-Arish and El-Tor. 

The company is also the agent of 
reputable maritime companies. 


t 



The passenger transport arm of the 
company provides regular voyages to 
Suez and back, the main customers 
being tourists from Arab countries 
and Egyptian nationals. The service is 
offered year-round on the comfort- 
able cruisers. Group trips to view an- 
tiquities and other sites both in Jor- 
dan and in Egypt can also be char- 
tered. 

On the cargo side. Telslar provides 
shipping for all kinds of freight, in- 



cluding refrigerated containers, to 
• and from Gulf slates. The firm owns 
four ships; two of them registered in 
Egypt and two in Saudi Arabia. They 
undergo regular maintenance and rep- 
air by a leading Danish firm. 

In addition to all the other benefits, 
passengers on Telstar cruises enjoy 
privileges including free transport of 
150-200 kilos of baggage and good 
discounts for students. 

Set sail on Telslar and enjoy the 
best. 
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January: 

El TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
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El Tor & El Arish schedule from 
1/1/1984 to 29/2/1984 

February: - 

02/1/1984 Monday EL ARISH 01/2/1984 


02/1/1984 

04/1/1984 

06/1/1984 

08/1/1984 

10/1/1984 

12/1/1984 

14/1/1984 

16/1/1984 

18/1/1984 

20/1/1984 

22/1/1984 

24/1/1984 

26/1/1984 

28/1/1984 

30/1/1984 


Monday £L ARISH 
Wednesday el ARISH 


Friday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

Monday 


EL ARISH 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 


Wednesday EL ARISH 


Friday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Thrusday 

Saturday 

Monday 


EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 


01/2/1984 

03/2/1984 

05/2/1984 

07/2/1984 

09/2/1984 

li/2/1984 

13/2/1984 

15/2/1984 

17/2/1984 

19/2/1984 

21/2/1984 

23/2/1984 

25/2/1984 

27/2/1984 

29/2/1984 


Wednesday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

I 

Saturday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

Monday 

Wednesday 
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After the 
departure 

By Ya 4 coub Jaber 


THE DEPARTURE of PLO leuder 
Yasser Arafat and his fighters from 
Tripoli, and the circumstances which 
surrounded the second agonizing 
Palestinian exodus from Lebanon raise 
questions about the future course of 
Palestinian action and how the parties 
involved in the latest drama view the 
PLO as a military and political power. 

First, it must be noted with extreme 
curiosity that Israel made desperate at- 
tempts to block the Palestinians' de- 
parture through successive naval raids 
and political moves. Israeli leaders 
came up with different arguments 
against allowing Mr. Arafat and his 
men to leave Tripoli unharmed. Bui the 
nearest to truth was perhaps whai was 
said by a senior Israeli official who 
wished not to be identified following 
an unusually long cabinet meeting last 
Sunday devoted to the Lebanese situa- 
tion and Mr. Arafat's departure. The 
official said that Israel feared that Mr. 
Arafat's escape could lead to the re- 
construction of the PLO and its re- 
emergence as a major political and mi- 
litary threat to Israel. 

So it was not the dissidents with 
their tough rhetoric whom (he Israelis 
fear, but the flexible and manoeuvrable 
Mr. Arafat, with his olive branch in 
one hand and gun the other. Mr. Ara- 
rat’s compromising approach has given 
the PLO a respectable international 
status, to the_extenl that the number of 
foreign governments who now recog- 
nize the PLO exceed the number who 
recognize Israel. The anonymous Is- 
raeli official seemed to imply that if 
the PLO is to be reconstructed and re- 
gain its previous military and political 
strength, only men like Mr. Arofntcan 
do the tremendous job. 

Israeli worries also stem from other 
things, the most noticable of which is 
the fact that the ships which were to 
carrv the 4,000 fighters would hoist 
the UN flag; implying a reaffirmation 
of the world- wide recognition of the 
PLO and the legitimacy of its struggle. 
The United States did not object to the 
UN flag being raised above the ships; 
thus increasing Israel's feeling of un- 
ease over the whole process. 

What made it worse to the Israelis 
was that a major Western power, 
France, has committed its fleet to the 
protection of the Palestinian deparlees 
against a possible Israeli air or naval 
raid. The survival of Mr. Arafat and 
his organization is apparently of major 
importance to Paris and other Western 
capitals, who continue to view the PLO 
as a key element for the success of any 
future peace effort. 

It is still unclear what Mr. Arafat in- 
tends to do once he and his men reach 
the shores of safety and the PLO leader 

settled back at his headquarter in 
Tunis. But there are no signs that Mr. 
Arafat will change his moderate ap- 
proach; at least in the foreseeable fu- 
ture. He will certainly carry on with 
the political programme which he Ini- 
tiated few months ago, and in which a 
Jordan- PLO dialogue on political co- 
operation and co-ordination concern- 
ing peace efforts figures high. 

If the Palestinian moderation is to 
continue, Mr. Arafat's approach and 
forthcoming moves need to be practi-' 
caliy and effectively encouraged by 
those who say they are still keen to 
reach peace in the Middle East. If not. 
the whole world may become an arena 
tor a bloody Palestinian- Israeli con- 
frontation,. 1 • 


MOST NEWSPAPERS in (liu Gull this 
week agree lhai the aim of the Kuwait 
bomb attacks was tu cause panic and 
confusion in the Gulf area. Iheysjy that 
the unity of Gulf states, represented in 
the Gulf Co-operation Council, can foil 
attempts to spread chaos. 

Al-Jazlra, a Saudi news pa pel . writes 
that if there are certain parties who wish 
to settle political scores with their foes, 
their actions should not be allowed to en- 
croach on the Gulfs security and stabil- 
ity. 

Al-Riyadh, also in Saudi Arabia, writes 
that no sensible man can claim that a 
country like Kuwait, which has exerted 
major efforts in rallying Arab ranks and 
honestly shouldered its pan- Arab respon- 
sibilities. should be rewarded by bomb- 
ings. 

“It is complete insanity for anyone to 
claim that (he language of dialogue, de- 
mocracy and the practice or liberties cun 
be accomplished by this destructive 
style," the Saudi paper adds. 

In Kuwait, newspapers call on the gov- 
ernment to act firmly against the perpe- 
trators of the blusts so (tun Kuwait cun 
remain a haven of security, stability and 
democracy. 

The newspaper At- Rat AJ-Aam writes 
that the explosions should be viewed as 
one of several threats currently posed 
against the Gulf area. It calls for quick 
contacts among Gulf slates, and for co- 
ordination to foil (his subversive plan. 

“Many parties are interested in seeing 
the Lebanese plague extended to the Gulf, 
and there is no doubt that the United 
Slates has an interest in accomplishing 
that following its strategic alliance with 
Israel," writes the paper. 

Al-Qabas, another Kuwaiti paper, says 
that the targets of Hie explosions are Ku- 
wait - s stability and security — 

not the United Slates and France spe- 
cifically, since they have embassies and 
institutions in many other parts of the 
world. 

“We cannot be deceived by the claims 
that the bomb attacks were aimed al the 
symbols of imperialism, because the con- 
trol lower of Kuwait airport is not the Eif- 
fel Tower and the electricity distribution 
station is not a US nuclear Installation," 
remarks Al-Qabas. 

Summit call 

Two Gulf newspapers call for the hold- 
ing of an Arab summit conference lo cope 
with the mounting challenges facing the 
Arab stales. 

The Qatari newspaper Al-Arab says that 
recent developments in the Arab region, 
and the serious escalation in the aggress- 
ive policies of the United States and Is- 
rael, call for an urgent Arab summit to 
forge a common approach against the 
mounting dangers. 

The Abu Dhabi newspaper Al-Fajr says 
a dale for the summit must be fixed as 
soon as possible, and Egypt should be In- 
vited lo attend. 

“The holding of the summit is not the 
objective because what is required is to 
ensure the success of the conference" 
writes Al-Fajr. 

Ad-Dustour daily in Amman describes 
the explosions as a criminal attempt to 
shake Kuwait's security and stability, 
with the aim of terrorizing and blackmail- 
ing Gulf slates so that they might ask Tor 
the protection of foreign powers. It says 
this puls a big question mark on the Ident- 
ity of those behind the blasts. 

Egyptian newspapers renew their at- 
tacks on US policies in the Middle East. 
Al- Abram daily says the United States has 
signed its strategic alliance pact with Is- 
rael at a lime when the world community 
has condemned. Israeli inhuman practices 
in the occupied West Bank. Gaza and sou- 
thern Lebanon. It adds that Israel has suc- 
ceeded in dragging the United States into 
involvement in policies which can be met 
only with total rejection by defenders of 
peace and advocates of justice, equality 
and security for all. 

Noting that the UN General Assembly 
has. recently adopted a series of resolu- 
tions denouncing the Israeli policies such 
as the continued building of settlements 
and collective punishment, Al- Abram 
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mills Unit the new resolutions were 
adopted when Israeli nuvtil forces were 
shelling Palestinian position in Tripoli 
while the Palestinian fighters were pre- 
paring lor 1 licit departure from the be- 
sieged north [x'bancsc city 

Al-Bayan, a Dubai newspaper, critic- 
ises the use of (he gigantic US battleship 
'New Jersey 1 in the indiscriminate shell- 
ing in Lebanon, saying (hat the ship's use 
signals the beginning of action under tlic 
US- Israeli alliance. It warns that Wash- 
ington's actions must be countered by a 
firm collective Arab action. 

Coniine lit mg on the departure of PLO 
Chuirman Yasser Arafat and his men 
from Tripoli. Al-Ra'l of Jordun writes 
that the United Stales bears moral respon- 
sibility for the safely of the Palestinian 
fighters on the high seas. It says Wash- 
ington's responsibility stems from its 
strategic alliance with Israel, which 
makes it a full partner to any Israeli ac- 
tion. 

“Israel cannoL carry out ilsihreatsloat- 
tack the fighters aboard the ships without 

C rior consultation with Washington; the 
Inilcd Slates thus cannot cluim neutrality 
iT the Israelis pul their threats into ef- 
fect. ’’ asserts Al-Ra’l. 


Israeli press 

In Israel Hatsofeh newspaper predicts 
“new rounds of open conflict within the 
Israeli leadership following the announc- 
ement that there nrc no differences be- 
tween Prime Minister Shamir and Deputy 
Premier Levy. David Levy looks forward 
to being in charge of foreign affnirs while 
Shamir is not willing to give him this con- 
trol, Hatsofeh says. 

Former Defence Minister Sharon thinks 
of himself as candidate for foreign minis- 
ter. und is ready to fight Levy jnside the 
Herul Party lo achieve his ambition. 
There are other liberal ministers who 
complain against the unfair distribution of 
portfolios, and they long for the foreign 
minister’s post. 

The prpblcin lies not in the foreign af- 
fairs portfolio but in the fact that the Sha- 
mir government is a copy of Bc- 
gin's. Hatsofeh writes. 

Al-Hamlshmar says that the Arab child 
from Nablus, Aisha nl- Bahsh, was assass- 
inated In cold blood by Israelis who 
opened fire while in no danger. “Is the 
blood of the Arab child loss red than Je- 
wish blood?" the paper asks. The assassi- 
nation of (he Arab child in Nablus is but a 
mean act of terrorism, it says. 

"What is the meaning of incriminating 
the PLO for the Jerusalem bus bomb if we 
do not uproot the seeds of terrorism from 
inside us?" 

Yedlot Abaronot comments on escalat- 
ing violence in Palestine. Death on a bus 
in Jerusalem, the assassination of an 
Arab child In Nablus, time bombs placed 
in Muslim and Christian religious places 
and olashos between stone-throwing 
Arabs and vigilante Israelis “represent a 
horrible chain or violence and hatred," it 
says. 

The unsatisfactory action on previous 
incidents has increased Tears about the 
escalation of violence. The police must 
put in farther efforts to reach the culprits 
responsible for recent acts. 

Still, police efforts should go along with 
political efforts; or else they will be use- 
less, Yedlot writes. The government had 
the opportunity to follow that line when a 


Hush oT light appeared through the clouds 
of hlond and hostility, with West Bunk 
louder* ' condemnation of the bus bomb. 

Maarlv writes that (he percentage of 
“corrosion" of Hie last three months' sa- 
laries will reach 30 per cent, thus imply- 
ing that families will be unable lo meet 10 
days' expenses each month. The only an- 
swer of the Ministry of Finance is to re- 
sume negotiations on the advance, it 
notes. “The Histadrut has to perform its 
mission by leading the struggle of wor- 
kers" Maarlv declares. 

Davar recalls that in December 1962 , 
400.000 government and public workers 
went on strike protesting against the in- 
justice done to them regarding wages and 
social terms. Ever since then their condi- 
tions have worsened, white corrosion in 
their wages reached 30 per cent. 

“It is natural that bitter feelings prevail 
among government and other workers 
that urged them to go on strike. We must 
not blame them because they ran out of 
patience towards the ever-increasing 
prices." 

The responsibility for the deteriorating 
labour relations falls on the government, 
which is not capable of providing a fair 
answer lo the fair demands. IT the Fin- 
ance Ministry fails to take steps, the si- 
tuation will go from bad to worse. 

Hamodla writes that the current wave 
of strikes did not surprise those who know 
about labour relations in Israel. What is 
surprising is the altitude of Israeli minis- 
ters towards the shakey labour relations, 
it says. 

“If we want to prevent violation of (he 
wages agreement, we must stop talking 
about measures against, workers and do 
something else to help the situation, such 
as slicing the budget and paying the ad- 
vance." Hamodla says. 

Champions 

Kotcret Rashit says the finance minister 
was not surprised by the 15.2 per cent 
increase in the cost of living for Novem- 
ber. Cohen Orgad seems to have the quali- 
ties of his predecessor. Aridor, by not 
manifesting surprise towards any eco- 
nomic failure. 

"“We are seeing a new economy 
moulded by Orgad, who thinks that infla- 
tion is not an urgent issue, but the deficit 
in the balance of payments is! The finance 
minister is not only disregarding inflation 
but he is permitting this inflation to reach 
n record level, as it did in November. - 

“With the efforts of the Ministry of 
Finance, inflation will rench 200 percent 
by the end of the year. With a little effort 
we shall be the champions of the world, 
when we delegate our financial team lo 
I he Olympic games to represent the high- 
est inflation ever," . the paper says. 

Haolam Hazeb: “The Knesset has ap- 
proved additional taxes on high- income 
categories and on children's alloc at Ions. 
These taxes represent the disability of the 
finance minister to achieve his own goal; . 
to narrow the gap in the balance of 
payments. Although the planned reduc- 
tion of the budget was lo be $2 billion, the 
Ministry of Finance sliced off $1.4 bill- 
ion. 

' “All signs Indicate that the public 
understands that the party Is over, and 
the daily corrosion of wages is making 
everyone think twice before buying any- 
thing. Under the circumstances, it seems 
that the government is the only party to 
have any faith in currency notes." 
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The day after 


THE EVACUATION of PLO fighters and their leader Mr. Yasser Arafat 
from Tripoli on Tuesday should not be considered- as a victory for Syria, 
Libya and Israel, li was a day of shame for all the Arabs and a dark scar that 
will tarnish their history and shatter their beliefs. 

The historical and political consequences of this exodus will have effects 
on our lives and those of our sons and daughters for a long time to come. 

The more immediate results, which will take place now at a rapid pace 
since a major political and military power — - the PLO — has been weakened 
are first, Israel can now say with relief that its major goals from its inva- 
sion of Lebanon last year have been achieved. In reality, the evacuation of 
PLO forces from Lebanon is probably something even Israel's generals did 
not expect to happen in such a short period. The Israeli government will go 
ahead with its schemes of threatening the Palestinian existence inside the 
occupied territories through massive expulsions and expanded settlement 
policies. It can now have more space and liberty in creating local centres of 
power that will conspire to mislead the Palestinian opinion into accepting 
Israel's terms. Our hope lies in the firm Palestinian willpower to reject and 
oppose such schemes and thwart them. 

Second, on the Arab scene, Ihe area is almost ripe for a stage where the 
Palestinian representation can be bargained with and used for a purpose that 
will achieve only Israel's interests and' those "of its allies. The Arabs are 
either confused or unaware of the conspiracies that are being implemented 
around them. 

Third, the United States will find it now easier to present its version of a 
"peaceful settlement” to the Middle East problem, where the interests of 
Israel and the West will come first and not the legitimate aspirations of the 
Palestinians. The weakening of the PLO, even ir it is temporary — will give 
the United States the opportunity it needs to force its reasoning on the 
people of this region. 

We can expect many changes to occur in the coining few months that will 
add to our shame and humiliation. Our hopes can no longer rest on the old 
Oi* present generations to overcome the coming losses. They will turn to the 
children who were born on that black day: Tuesday, 20 December 1983. 

The grand showdown 

THE UNITED Nations General Assembly has voted by a large majority to 
condemn the strategic alliance between Israel and the United States savinc 
that the alliance would "support Israel’s war capabilities and consequently 
its aggressive acts. The resolution was passed by 81-27 votes. 4 ■ 

. We mention this not because we believe that the vole will have much 
effect on either of the. parties concerned — experience has shown better 
than that — but simply as an example of how far the US can go in ignoring 
the demands of the peace-loving world community when it gets fixed on a 
certain idea the US, and, particularly the current administration, is so 
obsessed with the idea of the Middle East as a point of confrontation with 
the Eastern bloc that it is determined to make it into such a point, no matter 
the cost. Now that President Reagan has the "bee in hi$ bonrtet.’* so to 
Speak, he wqn t stop until his rather macho sense of how to behave inter- .! 
nationally is satisfied. r 

,M ln . 8 l aCk . 0n the ove . nU of , the P“ st yea**. « has become 'clearer than 
ever that the Americans have been directing their efforts towards crass 
shows of force in the Middle East - first through their sanmion of me 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon and then directly, through the installation of 
American troops. The US Marines, who. arrived in a "peacekeeping” guise 
j 4 ust i0 ?? enough to permit that peace to. be? brutally 
Violated; and.fmaUy returned to Lebanon r- Indefinitely, as ifnow seems 
Tb P_ M ® I ‘! ues and their back-up fleet were thus conveniently in place to take 
swift action. as soon as the new Israeli-US pact. was signed. ■■ 

thil,ks * hat armed force is the only way to halt the 
growth of Soviet influence anywhere In the world. He does' not stop to 
consider that the more he aligns US military strength with Israel, armirig it 
l| J° ^ sa P® ra We strength iL already has, the more he gives incen- 
tives to the Arabs to look elsewhere for support. They must meet the threat 

* n its essence, 1 has nothing. tp do with any 
^Eas^Vpst .conflict. It Is a confrontation over the land, oVpr the' deprivation 
S u™ ost b ^te rights. This may appear to Mr. Reagan io te a raere' 
sideshow to' his grand showdown — but he will learn differently • . - 



No peace without justice 


By Dr. Jamal A. Shurdom 

IT IS obvious that the Arab negative pic- 
ture is seen in the “editorial page car- 
toons*' almost daily. Americans and Eu- 
ropeans have been selng this picture on 
television screens and some times on 
theatre stage and commercial reasons. 

The unreal picture brings to a simple 
naive man that the Arabs are just * 1 rich” 
and reflects devious looking with a ma- 
chine gun. They say this would be the Eu- 
ropean and American stereotype of the 
Arabs. In a simultaneous concept, this 
stereotype could easily fade- in an inSUlr 
being waged on the Arabian identity and 
personality in order to just illustrate the 
negative perception of Arabs. 

Unbelievable time and work have been 
devoted to build up that Arab.negative im- 
age. What it seems clear that Israel and 
the Zionist lobby in Europe and the USA 
are attempting continuously to cream the 
Arab community and keep them ineffec- 
tive with no influence and show them as 
u ? d ® s il? ble ^ind of people to integrate 
with. The question' arises; Is it true;. . . . ? 

Th® public opinion, sometimes shows 
that influence on the Arab image by with- 
esses which admit that every citizen is al- 
ways portraying the face of an ugly Arab. 
Very seldom you see a face of a real, good 
looking Arabs. Many Europeans and Am- 
ericans have told me in person that the 
Israeli lobby introduces the worst type of 

racism ’ which it might objectively de- 
lined as the beginning to violence, despite 
the existence of ineffective pro- Arab 
committees and the Arabs States informs- 
Uon offices in Europe and the USA also, 
the AralTmigrants activities etc. What 
seems certain Is that Arab embassies have 
no challenge to such strategy. Arab repre- 
sentatives, lobbyists, and agents have 


been working with no direct influence and 
without parareeling the Zionist or the 
Israeli lobbyists. It is worth to say that 
American oil companies indirectly seem 
to positively Influence by working closely 
with Arab oil producing states In assisting 
the Arab side in terms of public relations 
to contribute to the Arab states' interests 
by using their spheres of influences to- 
wards improving the image of the Arab 
people. 

Generally,. Europeans and Americans 
seem to believe in a myth of the Zionist 
Jllusions about the Arabs especially..^* 
Palestinians because they are the core of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Palestinians' new approach of mod- 
ernization and simultaneously with Is- 
rael’s inhuman savage role in Sabra Wa 
Shatila and with the outcome facts of the 
Israel's Committee of Inquiry report about 
Begin- Sharon mascular. The public opi- 
nion seem to gradually changing toward 

the truth and to the right direction where 
the exact picture of Zionist aspirations of 
expansionism illustrated. Israel’s nega- 
tive behaviour and intentions are visibly 
seen .aftermath of the Sabra Wa Shatila- 
This behaviour contradicts with the real 
definition of human peace, and with any 
one who seeks to live in peace. 

Americans and Europeans, and to 
whom it may concern, should search 
themselves the "truth of reality” ratner 
than being influenced by the illusion oi 
Israel’s self-interested propaganda, 
mulianeously, they should distinguish De- 
tween "right” and "wrong" andsuppon 
the “right” to achieve their righ^. 
Remembering that there will be no peace, 
where Justice does not exist. 

The writer Is a professor of politic 
science at Jordan University 
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The strategic 
co- operationagreement 
Part III 


Greetings to Jerusalem! 


ONE IMPORTANT result of the conclusion of the strategic 
agreements between Israel and the United States is that it has 
made the area, the whole Middle East area, more of a wide- 
open free-for-all than if ever was. Our shores, skies, open 
spaces, towns, cities and deserts seem to be there for the 
take. Israeli ships lay siege fo Tripoli and refuse to agree to 
the evacuation of the Palestine Liberation Organization lead- 
ership from that city. Daily, and for weeks now, Israel has 
bombarded the Lebanese coast while their war planes fly over- 
head reeking more damage and death. 

In the West Bank, Defence Minister Moshe Arens defends 
the idea of blowing-up Arab homes in retaliation for terrorist 
acts. French ships lbs# to escort Greek ships that carr ied 
Mr. Yasser Arafat and his 4000 men. An American flotilla of 
warships is also there frequently bombarding “enemy" tar- 
gets along the coast and in the mountains while American 
war and reconnaissance planes fly overhead. 

While the United Nations general assembly leisurely ' 1 de- 
cides" on condemning Israel for her "expansionist”, "an- 
nexationist” tendencies and the US Israeli strategic 
agreements that encourage those tendencies, no one knows 
what will happen next. Israel, it is clear, wanted. to prolong 
the siege of. Tripoli in the hope that Mr. Arafat will eventually 
be captured by bis opponents. Yet, at best neither he, nor 
anyone else knows where there is a spot for him on the face 
of this earth. Like his people, the Palestinians, he is con- 
demned-to the fate of the "wandering Palestinians”. 

And he and his people, the Palestinians, have come .to sym- 
bolize the whole Arab world, the pariah of mankind and the 
punching bag, weakling of the neighbourhood. Ninety- three 
i-wounded freedom fighting. Palestinians have already been 
“evacuated”. Some were flown to Egypt, others elsewhere. 

Mr. Arafat and his 4000 men had to be "evacuated” under 
strong French naval cover to other parts of the world includ- 
ing perhaps Yugoslavia and Greece. It should not be forgotten 
that Israel refused to guarantee the safety of the Palestinians. 

In a way one does find such a request to be a contradiction in 
terms! 

Sunday 18 December 1983 radio Israel reported that the 
United States army developed a laser type weapon that will 
cause blindness. It is our hope that Washington will not make 
this weapon available to Israel under the terms of the strate- 
gic agreements. Neither Israel nor the Arabs need it. Israel 
because it already has enoqgh other lethal and more destruc- 
tive weapons, and we, because we do not need more blind- 
ness. As it is, the cave in which we live Is dark enough and 
the tunnel too long with no light in sight. Neither is there any 
likelihood that any leader in this generation is capable or will- 
ing to take the lead. 

The tragedy of the strategic co-operation agreements is that 
they were, In the words of President Hfisni Mubarak of 
Egypt, totally unneeded. Israel was already powerful enough 
with the whole Arab world and beyond prostrate before her 
powerful war machine, "Alliance against whom?" was the 
title of a recent article in the Jordan Times 19 December 
1983. Indeed against whom? Was there anybody in the Mid- 
tue East dr for that matter, elsewhere, that was posing a 
threat, serious or otherwise, to Israel? . . , . her security or her 
power and prestige? For somehow, the whole area has be- 
come totally open- and defenceless and without immunity be- 
fore any invader or outlaw from wherever he may come. The 
strategic agreements only exacerbate that already existing si- 
tuation, adding further insult to injury. 

These agreements might have served some purpose if they 
were only an assurance to further Israeli security; an assu- 
rance that would leqd to her better behaviour in the area and 
that might entice , or force her to conclude an honourable 
meaningful peace with the 1 countries of the area. Instead, it 
seemB it has only served td increase Israel’s arrogance and 
intransigence and, in our -Wonder land of the Middle East. 
Malice has received another strong dose of evil. 

As far as Arabs, the agreements may, in a negative way, 
turn out to be a good thing. We may come to the realization 
that we have no place to go, and no excuse to hide behind all 
we have left to tis is to dig In, to build our defences apd to j 
Prepare for the fight to come. A fight, that seems inevitable. 



Abu 



The limitations of democracy 


THREE ITEMS of news, all of 
recent occurrence, have in fact 
called for the handling of this 
subject of democracy as it is 
practised in the so called free 
world. 

One was t he procedure 

taken by the American adminis- 
tration over a year or two ago to 
expel a good numebr of civil 
aviation communication person- 
nel when they had gone on a 
strike for higher wages which 
had disrupted civil aviation ser- 
vices. The second was the rela- 
tive success that an extremely 
right-wing parly in France, 
strongly prejudiced against the 
stay of alien immigrants in the 
country, has scored on the pro- 
vincial elections for local gov- 
ernment quite recently. And the 
third has been the decision taken 
only last week by the Trade Un- 
ion Congress in England to cal] 
off a strike which the National 
Graphical Association had urged 
on a nation wide level, und 
which would have involved the 
stoppage of all British newspap- 
ers for twenty four hours on 
Tuesday 19 December, 1983. 

Prior to TUC’s decision, the 
NGA had been, fined £670,000 
by the court for its appeal to its 
members, the press, printing 
workers, to urge a picketing 
campaign against a local new- 
spaper group in northern Eng- 
land, and also for court con- 
tempt, in defiance to the conser- 
vative government’s new laws 
curbing union power. 

All the above mentioned 
events point out that there is 
something wrong in the demo- 
cratic machinery of capitalist 
countries. The claim that such 
democracy often puts forward as 
regards Ihe protection of, the 
freedom of protest and of self- 
expression of the minorities — 
be these trade- union workers, 
civil servants, or foreign immi- 
grants — seems to be groundless 
or at least not fully guaranteed. 

It Is as If what. certain critics 
see in George Orwell's " 1984*’ 
concerning the transformation of 
Idemocracy towards the and of 
the century, as prophesied by the 
British novelist, into a sort of 
police government dominated by 
the dictatorship of "Big Broth- 
er" — the central machinery of 
intelligence service backed up by 


the nation-wide computerization 
uf each individual’s data — is in 
a way coming true. 

To claim that pure democracy 
exists anywhere is a sheer fall- 
acy. Bui to expect that par- 
liamentary democracy under a 
capitalist system is able to be fair 
towards all sectors of society is 
in ask for the impossible. Capi- 


By Henry Matar 


lalisl democracy hud belter be 
described us an oligarchy that 
has been established through the 
influence of the well-off Tew to 
exploit the uninflucntial many. 
This was the form of democracy 
I hat was established in classical 
Greece even under the enlight- 
ened rule or Pericles in the fifth 
century BC. The council of the 
five hundred, formerly known as 
the Ecclesla, received elected 
members from among the free 
citizens of Athens, but it de- 
prived a considerable class of 
slaves — exploited by the well- 
off free citizens — of their right 
to free voting. The same story 
has been repeated in the modern 
democracy of capitalist coun- 
tries. 

It is the democracy of the 
middle class , or to be more prec- 
ise, the democracy of the ’esta- 
blishment’ Lhai is behind all the 
display of democratic practices 
in the west. As long os 'the esta- 
blishment’ has the monopoly of 
power mainly derived from the 
monopoly of finance, financial 
investment and economic policy 
of any country, the conflict be- 
tween the strong and the weak 
will remain flaring until the de- 
prived many take over. 

Besides the monopoly of fin- 
ance, the establishment has also 
the monopoly of mass- media in- 
formation. Through this mono- 
poly it manages every four or 
seven years to nominate its can- 
didates lo the nation's represen- 
tative house — be it a par- 
liament, a congress, a national 
assembly or whatever it might 
be. 

Through both Us monopolies 
of finance and propaganda. ' the 


establishment' makes the gen- 
eral public believe, through 
brainwashing very often, that Us 
candidates are the only uphol- 
ders of true free vote for all. 
Sometimes, it happens that the 
way the general elections are 
held, deprives a good part of the 
papulation, especially the un- 
wanted sector, or giving its free 
vote; while on the other hand it 
gives a financially influential 
minority u greater say in public 
affairs than it normally des- 
erves. 

Has nol Ihe Zionist lobby 
in America always managed lo 
influence foreign an economic 
policies in that country? in spite 
or all that is said about the ab- 
sence or racial discrimination in 
USA. and in spite of ihu big ad- 
vances this issue has so far 
achieved there, does nol Rev. 
Jessie Jackson, the black candid- 
ate for 1984 presidency, face 
the danger of being unopenly 
persecuted just because he de- 
clared his stand by the rights of 
Palestinians? 

Even in England, the tradi- 
tional slronghoid of western de- 
mocracy, the conservative esta- 
blishment has managed to curb 
the power of trade unions, either 
by passsing anti- labour legisla- 
tion, or by buying off the labour 
influential leaders. As long as 
the worker has not as yet ac- 
quired the right of the factory 
ownership or - Ihe right of owner- 
ship of the tools of production, 
and as long as the peasant is un- 
able lo shake off the shackles of 
monetary and investment mono- 
polists, Ihe many will have no 
access to real democracy. Demo- 
cracy wilt remain a shame 
pretence. 

One really wonders how 
all those thousands and 
thousands of masses holding de- 
monstrations in protest against 
the installation of nuclear wea- 
pons in Western Europe are not 
able lo have their say against the 
decision of the central few who 
have been turned into office by 
the so called democratic par- 
liamentary elections. It seems 
that traditional democracy is fac- 
ing a real dilemma. Things have 
to be restudied or changed. Oth- 
erwise, dictatorial fascism, signs 
of which are already looming 
large almost everywhere, will be- 
come a reality. 



We are the enemy 


WITH THE departure of Fateh fighters from 
Tripoli this week an old page in the history of 
Palestinian struggle comes to a sad end while 
a new one begins. The general theme seems to 
be the same, that is, the diaspora and national 
loss. 


It is painful to watch the events of the past 
two weeks and wonder what the future holds 
for all of us. It seems that the Arabs have 
proved to be experts in losing every war, bal- 
tle or skirmish with the enemy. We raise 
cane, when Israel and the United States come 
closer to each other under strategic covers 
while we forget that our confusion, disunity 
and selfishness as individuals and govern- 
ments are all major factors that have contri- 
buted to Israel’s survival for the last 40 years 
or so. 

I sometimes wonder as I study our society 
and its diverse aspects' who the real enemy Is 
.and where does it dwell. I wonder what Our 
young soldiers are training for and what are 
they protecting with their lives. 

How long can we accept to live In this poi- 
sonous society, Where we have no identity, no 


' i- 
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principles and no future^ Our liberties seem to 
diminish every day like our lands and 
strength. Our children are living in so many 
controversial climates that nothing binds 
them together anymore. The rich will fight 
for his wealth and the poor for a piece of 
bread and a tin roof above his head. Some of 
us discuss winter holidays, new- year parties 
and hair styles while others on the other side 
of town worry about their little babies' health 
and the price of bread and the coming winter. 
What society is this and who the hell are we? 
1 feel sorry for that Palestinian fighter "Abu 
nobody" who is embarking a ship for the third 
or fourth time away from the demolished ci- 
ties with shanty refugee camps and instant 
cemeteries with people buried with no names 
or titles. Does he still remember what he is 
fighting Tor and' against? 

Away from the smell of death, humiliation, 
conspiracies and betrayal; theirs should be a 
safe shore and a happy ending somewhere. 
But before that, blood shall fill the streets and 
heads will roll and . newly- built houses will 
crumble like biscuits. They will not be our 
enemies' streets or heads or houses. They will 
be ours, because we are the enemy. 


ii. 
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Soviet aid to Third World shows decline 


Palestine as proposed by Hie 
Zionists In 1919 

IN MARCH 1919, ihc Zionist delega- i 
tion to the Paris Peace Conference, 
circulated extensively its plan for the 
establishment of a Zionist state in 
Palestine. 'The boundaries of this fu- 
ture State were to be. according to 
pages 303-304 of the book '‘The Je- , 
wish State", written by Mr. Ben ( 
Halpern. a Zionist, as follows: i 

In the north the boundary would , 
start at a point on the Mediterranean 
Sea in the vicinity of Sidon and would 
follow the watersheds of the foothills 
of the Lebanon Mountains as far as 
Jisr el Karaon, thence to el Bire, foll- 
owing the dividing line between the 
two basins of the Wadi el Korn and 
Wadi el Telm. From cl Bire it would 
follow, in a southerly direction, the 
dividing line between the eastern and 
the western slopes of the Hermon to 

By Ntcolk J. Kb | tail 

the vicinity west of Belt Jinn. From 
here it would start moving eastwards 
following the northern watersheds of 
wadi Mughanlych (which later, be- 
comes known as wndi.-al ’arram). 
cldse to and west of the Hilar. Rail- 
way. 

Jn the east the line, would • run 
southwards, close to and west of the 
Hijaz Railway, to terminate In the 
Gdlf of Aqaba. 

In the south the frontier would ex- 
tend .from el Arish, in; Northern Si- 
nai, to Aqaba in the south. 

Ih the 'vest the frontier would be 
the Mediterranean Sea. • 

'This is to a jarge extent corrolnV 
rpted by| General Patrick Hurley, tnc 
personal representative of President 
Roosevelt in the Middle East, who in 
p report to his Government, dated. 3; 
May 1 943.; said* "The Zionist Qrgfc-' 
nizetioh in Pnle^tino has indicated its 
copunitrrumt to an enlarged pro-; 

, gramme -for: > 

' I ); A' sovereign Jewish State which 
would embrace Palestine and probably 
eventually Transjordan. 

2) An eventual transfer of thei 
Arab . population from Palestine to 
Iraq; ; '• .-. j\ 

$3 ^A' Jfcwishj: leadership . for the 
whole .Middle Ejast: In. .the fields, of, 
ecqnomtfc development arid bontroL. . , 


By Joha McCormick 

Hit SOVIET Union gives link* develup- 
men I aid. a ml limits that little a tew 
chosen countries. These policies may be 
weakening its influence in the 1 hir«J 
World. 

Faced with a world recession, low emu- 
inoUity prices and shortages of foreign ex- 
change — all of which h.ive made them 
more conscious ul their dependence upon 
Western aid — developing countries once 
closely linked to the USSR are beginning 
to turn to the West lor the kind uf help 
lhat the Soviets cither cannot or will not 
provide. 

While the bulk of Western aid goes to 
31 developing countries, the USSR limits 
itself to six countries with which it has 
special links: Cubit. Mongolia nnd Viet- 
nam (members of the Council lor Mutual 
Economic Assistance — Cornccon): Af- 
ghanistan (occupied by Soviet troops I . 
Luis Cambodia, 

Most Soviet aid — estimated by the Bri- 
tish foreign office to total 
more than $5 billion annually — 
takes the form of grants and 
subsidies to help commodity 
trading. In I 9X2. for example, (he 
USSR paid Cuba four limes the world 
price for its sugar, bought Mongolian 
meat at above world priees, and continued 
to set! its oil to Cuba. Vietnam and Mon- 
golia at reduced prices. 

Aid is also given for development 
projects such as the copper- motybdenum 
ore dressing plant at Erdenet in Mongolia 
and Cuba's first nuclear power station, at 
Cienfuegos In addition'. Cuba and Viet- 
nam were given free military aid worth 
S300 million and S 1 SO million respec- 
tively in 1982. and Afghanistan received 
an estimated $200 million in direct milit- 
ary aid in 1981. 

The USSR said its foreign aid in I 98 1 
constituted 1 . 3 % of GNP. This seems to 
compare very favourably with the average 
Q. 35-0.45& by Western countries. But a 
report by the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Envelopment (OECD) 
contended that (he USSR had reached this 


Western diplomats interpreted the sub- 
sequent Soviet defence of its position as 
evidence that the Soviet government takes 
criticism of its aid policy seriously. And 
Western governments such us Brilian and 
the United States, facing criticism fur 
(heir own aid cuts, are eager to call atten- 
tion n* the USSR's low level of develop- 
ment help to the Third World. 


It has traditionally relied on the USSR 
and Cuba for military assistance, but now 
feels that the only really effective deter- 
rent to South Africa lies in the kind of 
pressure the West can exert. Mozambique 
has three times been refused entry to 
Comecon, and is now considering mem- 
bership in the International Monetary 
Fund and the EEC's Lome Convention 




by David Austin 


"We've got exactly the tractor you need to win your fight 
against starvation." 


contended that the US$R had reached this 
figure by underestimating its GNP and in- 
cluding types of aid not counted by Wes- 
tern governments. / 


Calculating the percentage on the same 
basis as Western nations, the OECD con- 
cluded that Soviet aid amounted to 0. 1 4% 
of GNP. •■Official development aid" by 
OECD countries in 1981 ranged from 
0. 1 9 % of GNP t Italy) to 1 .08 A l Nether- 
lands). 

The recent European tour by Mcuambi- 
quean President Samoro Machel showed 
(he changing attitude or countries with 

close Soviet links. Mozambique has an ex- 
ternal debt of more than $1.1 billion, is 
torn by fighting against rebels it says are 
supported by South Africa, and faces the 
constant threat of South African attucks 
on alleged African National Congress 
bases. 


The USSR has gained a reputation for a 
lack of understanding of Third World 
nations' development needs. The New 
York Times reported that the Soviet Un- 
ion once met Guinea's request for tractors 
with a shipment of snow ploughs with 
sealed cabs designed for Siberian condi- 
tions. 

But most African states are now in- 
dependent and feel the need of develop- 
ment assistance, not arms. The Standard 
newspaper of Nairobi pointed out in a 
recent editorial that disease, poverty and 
ignorance were the real problem facing 
Africa today. How far. it asked, is the 
USSR "prepared to lend a hand, expert- 
ise. and cash to Africa's new war of lib- 
eration against these enemies'"? 

( Earthscan) 
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ADC to educate Americans on the Arab cause 


By Khader Map sour • 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — "AMERICAN- Arab Anli- 
DiscrlminBtion Committee ( ADC) since 
its inception In 19 80. has had us its ma- 
jor goal (he etiminaiion of discrimination 
against American: Arabs**, ' said Dr. 
Zonby, a prominent mciriber of the 
( ATX) to The Star recently in an inter- 
view. 


erlcan candidates had only propagated (he 
Israeli views and aspirations in the past. 

Jesse Jackson and George Me- Govern, 
in their speeches, he pointed oui. are jus- 
tifying the creation of a statehood for the 
Palestinians and explaining how best can 
Lebanon restore its genuine freedom and 


Dr. yWgby. whose father, orlgipaily; » . 
Lebanese Maronitc. was born in New 
York, cjiy in 1 945. A docLor of philosophy 
in ' CompAruUve ■ Religion' and a frequent 
visitor to Jordan nnd n brief Visitor to. li- 
bation. Syria Saudi- Arabia, the UAE and 
Tunisia, Zogby' said lhat the ADC : has 
mnde h remarkable accomplishment . 
within the American public opinion 
which, he stressed, the Arab world could 
hoi do so far. "We huVe organized 
20.000 committed members io our cqm- 
rnillec in- 45 American cities from all 
.Artib nationalities.- Muslim mid Christians 
from ajl • walks of life".... University 
professors, doctors, engineers, business- 
men'. = skilled and casual .labourers includ- 
ing increasing numbers from (he ’second. 
giMioralion" - . he addccL 

The A IX has also provided useful ser- 
vices ia AmerlcaiKArabs and American- 
organizations, which favour the ADC ob- 
jectives. At the' tbp of these services 
ebthes the Children'? Project - 'Save Le- 
bnndnV The. udcomnlishriients and grow- 
ing strength pf.'the organization hus- made 
uti.inlegfabpqrC of the Amcfi c «n Ttfo and 
cbalilldn;.rCbuirtitfntin8"on (He prepcm US\ 
election cnihpirignsipr^,^ 
for the first lirrje^vfer.- two nptnblecft'n'dl;-; : 
■ dales' dC tfic Deinoifatlq party for the’ pre- 
side nby.J easy JJackfioh : and 'Gebrgi? -Me-. 
Cover tvoi-e, : in, thei^tiampaign. preaching ! 
■the causeftfjh'd Mlcldle E^sLiti a.fiehslble,. 

; obj e olive'; jtfid 'jdBt .mpntipj *! Y* hilo Anf? 



Dr.Jpme.sZo^bV 

independence which of course, mainly He 
In the withdrawal of all foreign forces ~ 
wtth no exception — from the 1 , Lebanese 
soil, and; the normalisation i nf Lebahbris 
all Arab con inries. Through 
suefr air approach and errorts.'. he .indi- 
' (o change , the qual- 

! L °L '.'•>« .the, ' Nliddle , -East 

-whereby.; an .1 hoy liable and sound answer. 

an ^' lo fikdlly be! !expedted 
to be ,hear.<(.from tboSe wl) 0 ' escape them- 


selves from reason and common sense... 
and whereby a real American democracy 
can best be put into practice away from 
wishful-thinking words. ” 

Dr. Zogby, went on to say that the 
American Masses though they know very 
little about the real facts, they are on ne 
whole totally dissatisfied with ‘i' e 
Israeli- American altitude with regarom 
the Middle East conflict. .. all their 
concern is to see the American Marines 
return home and no billion dollars arc 
given to Israelis at the expense or the Am- 
erican masses. . .. - . 

Speaking of the American ihoughwui 
, politicians he said they are generally 
afraid to challenge the Israeli lobby in re- 
sponding to how far the effect of Ameri- 
can public opinion can straighten suen a 
depressing situation he said the American 
■ public. opinion, is an unorganized mass, 
as there are certain small groups I'cry 
well organized) who haye a violent attacn- 
: ment to Israel, even a greater attaehniem 
to the US. He went on. it is imponam > 
know that, such a Jewish lobby. Includes 
non- Jews who for different rc ^ s ^' 
blindly support Israel, some are funas* 
anti- Communists with- u kind of atiituoc 
that Israel' is a colonial WesL- Europear 
Post... another group, the fundament*' 
Christians like Jerry Fawell, the if 1 '™ 

group includes established organizations 

,in the Jews community. 

It is to be understood that many Jc'J? 
and most Christians do not support suen 
policies, especially organizations from m 
:Vietnam d^ys...in addition to the main- 
line,; Protestant Churches arid the. Blai-K 
group's'. 

"The boundflii and pressing duty ol the 
'ADC is to organize as many as Americans 
‘pnd. educate tliem about the justice of tne 
Arab, cause primerly, the Palestine ana 
.Lebanese issues... ana, especially (he ua 
interests," Dr, Zogby concluded. 
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Christmas 


Crowds of shoppers get into 
the spending spirit with a will 


It may look a bit .crowded — but this wad a alow time In the department store this 
week! 


WELCOME to The Star’s Holiday Guide, where we hope to 
present you with some Ideas on where to go, what to do and what 
to buy during the Christmas- New Year season this year. Also 
included are some stories about new stores and services in Am- 
man, and last but not least, a bit of the old Chri- 
stmas cheer. Happy holidays! 


• Shopping 

• Christmas as It 

used to be 

• A new way to enjoy 

the holiday 

• Where to go 


... pp. 2-3 • The latest in cars pp. 8_ iq 


........ p. 4 • Some Christmas 

sentiments 

— p, 5 

nn * , • Fashion and beauty 
pp. 0-7 thic .... ' 


P. 11 


this year ... — pp. 12-15 


By Kathy Kaklsh 

Star Start Writer 

'TWAS THE week before Christmas 
and all through the store there were 
laughter and songs and the bustle of 
people. 

This was the atmosphere at Al- 
Waha Stores, Amman's leading de- 
partment store, when The Star visited 
to get a taste of the holiday spirit. Al- 
-Waha has made a big effort to bring 
about the spirit of Christmas and 
Christmas shopping. Santa — al- 
though now a mechanical version — 
stands within the main entrance wel- 
coming customers and wishing them a 
happy holiday. 

Christmas carols and songs are 
played over the loudspeakers and the 
colourful decorations, as well as the 
goods on display that cover nearly all 
the needs of customers, collaborate to 
revive the spirit of Christmas. 

Daytime shopping, despite the holi- 
days, is still nothing extraordinary; 
but it picks up after office hours — 
and on the evening when The Star vi- 
sited, it was packed. 

A young lady and two pre-teens, 
who seemed to be her younger sis- 
ters, showed their enthusiasm for the 
coming holiday as they warmly 


Reem Pharmacy introduces convenience shopping 


By Hamdan Al-HaJ 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordan is begin- 
ning to benefit from the appli- 
cation of advanced commercial 
concepts, and- this is beginning 
to become apparent in several 
sectors. As far as pharmacy 
services are concerned, this 
can best be demonstrated by 
words of praise given to one of 
the newehtrants on the scenei 

i 

“My hearty congratulations 
.to Reem Pharmacy for stow- 
ing how it can be done in J or- . 
dan," 1 said one international 
specialist on the ocoaskm of 
the pharmacy’s opening Ihdl 
week. \ 

t, 

: * *• . 

Mr. G.M. Durant, the Middle 
East sales manager for , Eli- 
zabeth Mien products,; said 
that Reem ' Pharmacy, which 
opened on 1 1 December in Ab- 


dali, “is the sort of pharrmey 
that is long overdue in Amman, 
R has refreshingly high-class 
Shop fittings and a high stan- 
dard of services. This phar- 
macy cannot fail with such 
qualifications and presenta- 
tion." 

The pharmacy, which Is lo- 
cated next door to the Jordan 
E xpres s Tourist Transport 
(JETT) bus terminal in Abdali, 
takes its name from Pharmac- 
ist ReemSabbagh, its owner. It 
offers the full range of pre- 
scription and other phar- 
maceutical services under 
strict control But much more 
than a pharmacy, the stoic is a 
leader in offering consumer 
necessities on a wide range of 
fields quickly and easily. 

The shopper is offered a 
hand-carry basket to p»ve 
around the stop and take J his 
or her pick! from the items on 
display, ranging from perfumes 
to toothpaste and shaving 


creams and including all kinds 
of leather goods, sunglasses, 
ornaments and baby products. 
Estee Lauder, Germaine Mon- 
teil and Elizabeth Aiden are 
only a few names among the 
inte matkma ily- fa mous brands 
that are offered. 

Speaking of convenience, 
Reem Pharmacy stays open 
until 10 p.m., making it one of 
the very few places in town 
one can go to find late-night 
necessities, any day of the: 
week, Along with that, the 
pharmacy plans soOp to initiate 
a home delivery service, better 
to serve its customers. 

. Jhf hew pharmacy is pro- 
vided with central heating and 
air conditioning for its. cus- 
S™! 8 , Comfort:. Comfort 
wruoh, along with convenience 
^smfce, put .it in the fore- : 
iront of shopping places in Am- 
man. 




The bright exterior of the new pharmacy 
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comes to life 


laughed over a private joke and dis- 
cussed family gifts. It turned oul that 
this young lady, Muna Majali, was 
the mother of the I 1 and I 2-year-old 
girls. 

' * 1 enjoy Christmas very much be- 
cause it has a very lively feeling to it. 
You. can’t help having fun during the > 
season," she says. “Christmas is for ■ 
everyone, and the same goes for ‘ 
every holiday." 

“My mother puts up a tree for : 
every single religious holiday, and it ; 
is fun to always get presents," said : 
daughter Riham in a shy but eager 
way, to confirm her mother’s, as well . 
as her own, joy for holidays. 

The only thing that slightly dims 
the season is how expensive Amman 
has become. “But I am not going to 
let it spoil the spirit," says Muna, 
assuringly. She began preparing for 
this holiday months ago. as she 
bought what she needed bit by bit. 

“Christmas is my favourite holiday 
and I love it," said Samia Abboud, 
who works with Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline. * ’ It carries along with 
it a lovely atmosphere full of ex- 
citement." She added that Christmas-, 
celebrations in Jordan have improved 
tremendously over the last few years, 
especially this year as it seems to 
have come to life. 



A mirror holds special fascination among all the items on sale 


"The decorated Christmas trees 
several stores have on the sidewalks, 
the Santas ringing their bells and the 
carols and songs played in most shops 
all collaborate to give one the feeling 
that Christmas is in the air," she 
said. “It is a pity that we will not 
have a white Christmas." 


Samia believes that the jovial at- 
mosphere is reinforced partly because 
people want to forget, for a while, 
about the tragic events incidents that 
are taking place worldwide. 



Young ladies were clustered around 
the area where almost all young lady 
customers are found in any store — at 
the cosmetics counter. Meha Hin- 
nawi, a nursery school teacher as well 
as a psychology undergraduate at the 
University of Jordan, was found sam- 
pling the several shades of lipstick 
with her sister, an agriculture under- 
graduate at the same university. 

“We always look forward to 
Christmas and especially this one, be- 
cause my sister and I are to graduate 

Continued on page 10 Kids have always loved a Christmas tree (Naser Namroutl photos) 







Personalised service from Amman’s 
own international courier company 


Star Staff Writer 

1 MAN has become the hub 
- ** ew . courier service 


• service 

MckacT PeciaJises in moving 

and . documents to, 

eJJ and Within the Middle 

is Aramex, and 
hea!& 1 Wa « ch °sen for Us 
excfl$? a f te ' r ® ^cause of its 
hS t . air,ine connections. 
C" Slve and responsible 

ict e 4 and good year - 


a .ftrilin -p*? 8 established by 
Arab. and Ameri- 
toh£? messm ®« who wished 
her o r ? Ve Quality of cou- 
,livl r ?‘ express package de- 


The company prides itself 
on the total control it main- 
tains over each item assigned 
to its care. Where other cou- 
riers will consign shipments 
to regional delivery services 
or route their Middle East 
shipments through various 
European stations, all 
Aramex packages are handled 
by the firm's own employees 
in every city they serve. 

Staff say that because Am- 
man is so, well served by con- 
nections; to the : US, . Europe 
and 1 the rest of the Middle 
East, any package arriving in 
Ammari is on its way to jts 
final destination within 
hours. Because operations 


liVBri* ■ . pr “ss package de- hours. Because operations 
in the 1 Middle are iso centralized,, tracing 
Mlii ■ *! b at the same time and other problems are mini? 
.fpg prices. ; : • . . mized. , . , 


This also helps to reduce 
operating costs and overhead 
expenses, and these cost sav- 
ings can be handed on to 
Aramex clients. 

As the reputation of 
Aramex grows its range of 
clients is expanding steadily 
and now includes banks, ex- 
change companies, oil com- 
panies, law firms, universi- 
ties, shipping companies, 
travel agents and a variety or 
other businesses. 

; The company is able to 
move all types of urgent ship- 
ments, including documents, 
tender responses, computer 
tapes, film and videotape, 
medicine and pharmaceuti- 
cals. spare ■ parts for aer- 
ospace uses, automotive 
equipment and all types of 
financial instruments. 


Documents and parcels are routed through Aramex* s 
headquarters In Amman (top left); delivery and pick-up 
are speeded by door-to-door service (above), and pack- 
ages of all shapes and sizes find their way through 
Aramex ( below) . 
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WHERE 


By Kathy Kaklsh 
Star Staff Writer 

TO MANY people, especially 
Europeans and Americans. 
Christmas evokes the image 
of white blankets of snow, fa- 
milies gathered to sing ca- 
rols, reindeer sleighs, stuffed 
turkey and home-made pics, 
decorated Christmas trees 
under which presents are 
piled — and the character 
who, depending on where you 
coine from, is variously 
colJcd Santa Claus. Father 
Christmas, Saint Nicholas. 
Papa Noel or what- have- you. 

But what arc Christmas cel- 
ebrations like in the area in 


which Christ was born — 
here in the Middle East? 

Members of the older gen- 
eration seem to recall that the 
celebrations of the good old 
days were belter than those 
of today. They feel those cus- 
toms are now dying out or 
changing — so it is only fair 
to tell the story of how they 
remember Christmas when 
they were young. 

In the little town of Beth- 
lehem, several decades ago, 
the spirit of Christmas was 
revived each year with the 
"tissawiah", which more or 


less means the period begin- 
ning with the ninth day be- 
fore Christmas. Starting wiLli 
this day. people would daily 
head towards church before 
the break of dawn. It was a 
beautiful sight as everyone 
carried a home-made ”fo- 
niar" to light their way to 
church. A “ fomar” is made 
by taking out the insides of an 
orange, Lhrough its top, and 
then cutting out little box- like 
windows in the shells’ sides. 
The orange shell is then stuck 
over a candle to prevent it be- 
ing put out by the wind — re- 
sulting in something like a 
miniature jack o’ lantern. 


As Christmas approaches, 
women would put the final 
touches to the new clothes 
(hey had been making for 
their families as well as giv- 
ing [heir homes a thorough 
cleaning. 

The men also had their 
share in Christmas prepara- 
tions. They went out to the 
farmlands to select and chop 
down a small but sturdy fir 
tree which they proudly 
brought back home. Children 
helped in decorating it — 
at hough the ornaments used 
then were rather simpler than 
those of today. A wooden 
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At a special time tike this it doesn’t take 
much to make a child happy. 

This is the time all grown- ups have the chance to make a child happy. 

Remember how excited you used to be days before the celebrations! 

Those moments you share with children as they open their presents 
are so precious. 

We should know. WeVe been helping grown-ups make millions of 
children happy for over thirty years. 

So whether you have children aged two or twelve, you can be 
certain you will make a chi Id just that little bit happier with 
toys from Mattel. 
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manger, if the family Hi- 
one. would find its 
place under the tree. ■ 

Most people attended mav 
at midnight on Christmas Eve 
— seldom on Chrism** 
morning. The hells of all it 
churches rang together 6 
huge congregations sang the 
joyful hymns in Latin. 

The children, who j,i 
everywhere would be th E ; 
centre of attention, and geii 
new holiday clothes, would, 
rush on Christmas morning to- 
their parents. They wouldL 
kiss their hands — a gesturr ' 
of respect and appreciation- 
while saying the usual greet- 
ing “Kul’am wa inla bikh-j 
air” which translates as 
‘ ' May every year meet you in 
prosperity”. The response 
‘‘And may you be in prosper- 
ity”. Santa Claus was well- 
known in this area, and 
Christmas Day began wilt 
presents opened. Then the 
whole family was off lo visii 
the paternal grandparents t<j 
exchange the same holiih.j 
greetings. 

Children were given i. 
present of money by parents ' 
grandparents, uncles and d! 
der cousins. They ihecf 
rushed to the open shop! 
where they would have their; 
large coins changed iffltj 
smaller ones — giving the si- 1 
I is Tying feeling of rattli^l 
many coins in their pockets | 

Women also received thfj 
same kind of gift from tltei|) 
fathers, adult brothers andj 
.nephews. This stemmed froci 
the tradition of considering!, 
female to be a “walia '! 
dependent on her close m 
relatives and commandm; 
sympathy and gratification 
Even married women **•* 
not. and in most families sue 
are not, excluded from to 1 ’ 
tradition, no matter w* 
wealthy their husbands m. 
be. 

The men headed to fimift* 
that were in mourning lor 
loss of a dear one, to & . 
their condolences. Then inn 
would go to the homes 
other relatives and friend' 1 
exchange holiday 8 ree,l / n . 
These visits usually lasted n 
more than a quarter o 

hour each, because rtrn hf-i 
were many homes to 8° 
fore the morning was over- , 

Women remained 
to receive the coming .1 
to whom they offered s , 
glass of cognac, and I th , 
cup of Turkish coBje ^ , 

some sweets. Du r r ' n ^ h J?ft 
couple of days of ChiW 

week, women w ° l ‘^ v W *• 
chance to accompa y ' ■ 
husbands. Parents or b 
to visit close relatives 
friends. -- 

Christmas traditions ^ 
slightly difrerem ‘ii ^ he , ern 
of Salt, located on tM . Jc . 
side of the river in whicn 
sub was baptized «■- 
30 years » rter 
birih. . 

Older people 
there were np L d s el- 
trees or Santa Claus. • I'Me* 
dom were there a J f 0 r 
Year's Eve celebrations-^ 
ihfiise . western f-rt* 

.'not then reached 

Bank town. ^ [1 

Continued on 
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A new old holiday place 


By Star Staff Writer 

FOR THE jaded holidaymaker 
in Jordan, there is something 
new to do this year. The pro- 
spect of being entertained in 
one of the country’s newest 
hotels — at one of its oldest 
cities — definitely seems sure 
to provide a unique exper- 
ience. 

“Come and join our Yule- 
tide celebrations at the Forum 
Hotel in the ancient city of 


Petra,” say the hotel's man- 
agers. For this special occa- 
sion they are offering a va- 
riety of special deals, from 
one- day bookings for Christ- 
mas Day to nine nights en- 
compassing the whole 
Christmas-New Year period. 

What could be more un- 
ique than Father Christmas 
arriving by camel with don- 
keys carrying sacks of chil- 
dren’s presents; or seeing in 
the New Year with local fol- 



Pctra Itself offers stunning experiences nearby 



Luswi Centre 

Wishes its clients a Merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year and presents a unique 
collection ofX'mas decorations and other 
surprises . 

| 8th Circle, King Hussein Medical City St. Dahlet 
■■i Al-Amlr kashad - Amman. Tel: 815601-3 
°ne visit and you will be our permanent customer 


klore dancers, not forgetting 
of course that here in Jordan 
it may well be a while Christ- 
mas, * ’ says the hotel. Of 
course, it may well not be; 
but the majestic hills of the 
Petra- Wadi Musa area and 
the mysterious rock- carved 
city will provide all the beau- 
tiful scenery one could wish 
for. 

The Petra Hotel offers con- 
venient accommodation in 
Amman, for those who need 
it, and transportation lo the 
southern site, through the 
connection with (he Amra 
Hotel. 

For Christmas, guests can 
book one, two. three or Tour- 
day stays-, and for New 
Year. one. two or three 
nights — plus the full nine- 
day package that is offered. 
The rales range from JD 30. 
200 per person for the 
Christmas Day stay lo JD 
1 98.300 for nine nights 
23-3 1 December. Special 
prices are also offered for 
children. Altogether, the 
packages promise to provide 
an unforgettable holiday! 



The Petra Hotel, set amid spectacular beauty in the Wadi Musa area 


There's a lot happening 
at the Amra Hotel 
this Christmas.... 


Why nol Iel the 
Amra do the baking 1 
r A!t the bakery goods you will need’ 
for Christmas are available at our 
Oasis Lounge in the .lobby. 

Snvel Toolhc-Paslru Show c 

four celebrated French restaurant hns a Gala Dinner] 
on Christmas Eve with music by the 
Mike Paul Bond. 



(.MU I SI MAS DAY 


l\liy inn join ynnr (minis for .1 
l'ii- luiulicmi drink m flu: must 
|H>|>iiInr nni-rinf.; pJiui- in Imvn 


Wadi Hum liar 


The best disco in town has a Red ft, While 
Party on Christmas Eve. 

Don't miss the fun I 

Sfiefirazad 0/aco 


NEW YEAR 

^ Dance your way Into WM with? 
the kelp of ouK DJ- Jaasea Gordon. 
Minimum charge JD lO per person 


Over Oivishn.is .1 $peclnl menu is iiy.iUnliU' 
in I lie licit Cot fee for miles .irmuti! 

Ic.iUiiini; .1 i.uitchnin KuHet t-.’Uli .) 

Turkey CaxyIiik On Chrlstm-vs D,w. 

JD (>.500 foi Adults inid -fl') 4.000 (nr C JiiliiieO- 

AI-A/.tuL 

| coffer) sho)> j 

A ( r.nll i ion .> I C' lir ist hi, is ,1 midi with .ill the 

lil<iimiii|;s, ludjjeil nlnnu bv om: inienuil inn.d 
lU'nitlead Lt.iiul. 


See Ihc New Year in, in style. 

A Gala Dinner with The Mike Pan! Baud lo sec the old year out. 

’ic! 

>m 







Vat reserntioas please call 
The Amra Hotel, Tel. 815071 Ext. 1506 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Hotel events give no rest 


AT TO DO. . . . 


Qy Star Staff Writer ties for children that are laid 

ou at Amman's hotels this ho- 
“CHRISTMAS IS Tor kids llda.v season. As well as being 

anyway, ’ * goes the old song a big fun occasion for kids of 

— and who could forget It, all ages, this time of year can 

seeing the number of activl- be a big crowd- puller for 


»> 




Happy Christmas 
and 

New Year 


those places that have events 
planned. 

The Amnia n Marriott Hotel is 
offering a free children s Christ- 
mas parly in ils lobby for three 
days. siarti ny from 2 2 Decem- 
ber. Santa will be waiting for 
them Iroin 12:30-2:30 p in. on 
those days. Nearby at the 
Regency Palace, n puppet show, 
held in co-operation with the 
Jlaya Centre will be presented 
with a lunch and buffet. This 
goes with I he lintel's children’s 
parly at 12 noon. 23 December. 
Children will be charged JD 
2. 500 and parents can join llie 
fun for .11) 5. 


The Holiday Inn presents ils 
children's puny on 23 December 
at 3 p. in. . at JD 3. 500 per child. 
But for children who are dedi- 
cated cartoon lovers, the San 
Rock Hotel offers cartoons along 
with games from II a.m. - I 
p. m. and 3-5 p. in. also on 23 
December. The price is JD 3 per 
child, with parents free of 
charge. The Middle East Hole] 
comes next, with ils party from 
4-6 p. in. on 24 December at the 
Diwan Col fee Shop for JD 2 per 
child. 

Finally, on Christmas Day. the 
Jordan Inter- Continental will 
hold its party on Christmas Day 


NEW ORIENT RESTAURANT 
(Abu Ahmad ) 

THE MOST POPULAR RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 
SPECIALISING IN CHARCOAL GRILL DISHES 


Jabal Amman. 3rd Circle 
POBOX503 
Tel 41879 
Amman -Jordan 


British 

Embassy 


4th Circle 


'NEVeOHtfNT 


3rd Circle 


It Ctsar R e$ t auran t g 


Has the pleasure to celebrate with you 
the New Year's holidays and to offer 
you Its exciting programme: 

Saturday December 24 Christinas Party 
Saturday December 3 1 New Year's Party 

For reservations please call Tel: 24421 


: 1 * 


i 


: ’ ; IS 

N h- 
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Christmas carols will be 
; sung by the Marriott Mad- 
rigals In the lobby, beg- 
inning on - Dec. 16 and 
continuing through Dec. 
.. 25; between ;the hours of 
. 12.30 noon and 2.30 p.m. 

Santa Claus will greet 
. . the children in the lobby 
on Dec, 22,: 23 and ;24, 

• between 12.00 noon arid. 
3.Q0 p.m. 
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t Luncheon arid dinner but- 

rC - : tots wlli be served bn Dec. 
;■ ' . .24, and the luncheon buf- 
• . fet on Dec. 25. Price Is JD 

:.' r 8:500 per person. . ■■■■: 'V . 


• «^’ ■, 1 'ii . , • 1 • ,■ i-,- r ■ , ’i ■’sjf r • . 4 '• . - t 

;• jT he 1 ; rag ulpr a-l a-c^rtb. i 1 0 " ;••• 

v-'* I : ':-.■JnriaDU l , !- plua'Voui; chOf’s . , ; • 
• ' ‘ , Chrjstrhasi ibod br^atlgh^ , • ; : '.V\ 
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Ul 4 p.m in the Al- Badich 
Room for JD 3.500 per child 
parents free. 

A child, or parents, have the 4 
choice of the days between f 
2 1-24 December to go to the Tv- 
che Hotel between 3-5 p.m. for 
JD 2 per child. Pre-teens are 
welcomed to a parly of their own 1 
on Boxing Day. 26 December, i 
from 3-5 p.m. aL JD 3 per per- 
son. 

Sit down and eat 

More staid? For those who A 
would rather dine in relaxation ^ 
on the day before Christmas, as 
well tis Christmas Day. the 
Inter- Continental will offer a 
luncheon buffet of international I 
.and Arabic dishes at the Al- ! 
Muktar Ballroom, along with 
entertainment by local band the i 
Falcons. It opens al I p.m on 1 
Christmas Day. al JD 8 per per- 
son, JD 4 for children 

Christmas Eve will be observed 
at the Holiday Inn with dinner at 
the Ambassador Nightclub — and 
entertainment — for JD 25. 
Christmas goodies u lunch buffet 
plus dinner are also offered at 
the Marriott on 24 and 25 
December, at Al-Mansaf Family 
Restaurant. Al-Walimeh Restau- 
rant provides an elegant atmos- 
phere with soft music. I 

Along with a delicious Christ- 
mas menu, the San Rock will 
present an oriental show at the 
Qasr Roof Nightclub. Arabic. 
.English and French songs will be 
sung by the Ararat Band. Well- 
known actors and singers such as 
Yuscen Bakoush. Naji Jabber 
(also known as Abu Antar) 

Daoud Rudwun. among others. I 
will be participating. Theshowjs i 
on Tor 24 and 25 December, at 
JD I 5 per person. 

The San Rock Coffee Shop also . 
offers n Christmas dinner on 
December for JD 5. 500 per per- 
son. The Holiday Inn s buffet , 
dinner from 12 noon to 3 p-JJ 1 - j 
will cost JD 7.500 (children 
3.750). 

Lunch and buffet at the 
Regency Palace on Christmas 
Day will cost JD 6 per person- 
and JD 3.500 per child. Those 
who would like to have a Iff 
dinner can fulfill then *> j 
either on 24 or 25 p cei )jS jgh , , 
JD 1 2 per person A candlKhJJ [ 
dinner can be had at the Cro 
Rotisserie of the Inter- Coni 
ntal. with the music or 
Faza on the 24th and -Mn. 

Where the action Is 

The Inter- Continental has ‘he 

Shalee dance show, s JJ 
from the UK. performings^) 
at the Al- Pasha Disco. for coup 
esatJD3 per person j 
le the Disco Cavern Club al 1 
San Rock offers fun and gam 
along with Christmas * { 

songs and dancing on 24 

December - JD 5 per person- 

If you wanuo keep moving^ 

Tore New Year s Eve c 

around, the HoIl . d a a n y J U ^ih n° or 
ting on a dinner dan 5® r W r} 0 m 9 
show on 2 7 December, 
p.m. to 2 a.m- Tor JD i a 
person. And on l .J e . 2 u fl |dai 
Fancy Dress Ball wall be 
the Ambassador for JD * 

Auld Lang Syne 

•New Year’s Eve will be [Jjj. 

corned with excitemenu * Ra . . 
cially at the Marriott. » p g u(fBl ■ 

: baba Night Club offers a .^j 
with several Arabic apP* 
with , fun and games. be 
star Charles Metropo! s 0 f 
, . there to present a sew* p isC0 
songs as Well as 




JElie £ 

Jerusalem &tnr 


to partiers 


like with the Rotor Baud Slmw. 
j> custiuncs enjoy u gab menu 
with chuinpaigne and a toast al 
midnight. As door prize, u free 
irip io Seoul is offered. Admis- 
sion is JD K. 

A special buffet for families 
will be held al the Mudafu Res- 
taurant in the Regency for JD 6. 
children Jl> 3.500. The New 
Year’s party there will be held al 
i lie .Mali Nightclub, presenting 
i he Sequence Band and an Egyp- 
tian show by the Suwki Na'ini 
Group for JD 30 per person. 

Jasmine, the Canadian belly 
dancer, will be pe if mining at the 
Middle East Hotel starting with 
the buffet at ‘J p.m. Other well- 
known performers such as singer 
Joseph Salamch will be there m 
participate in singing in the New 
Year. JD 2 5 per person. 

For those who missed the 
Christinas celebrations at (he 
San Rock, the oriental show and 


dinner at the Qasr Knot Night- 
club is offered again for JD 25 
on New Year’s Eve. as well as 
ihc Disco Cavern Club show — 
admission JD 7. 

The Crown Rotisserie hick at 
the Intercontinental is to offer a 
lovely gala New Year dinner with 
music hy the Amman Trio lor Jl) 
IB. 

Bui ai the Holiday Inn. the 
partiers — and the performers — 
will really be kept busy Ne w 
Year's Eve at ihc Ambassador 
Nightclub will cost JD 30 per 
person — that’s with entertain- 
ment provided by resident band 
Images, the floor show by the 
Aristocrats und Knsliun. the 
Inn’s American be 1 1 y da n ce r I lie 
hotel’s ballroom will offer dinner 
and dancing for JD 2 5 — with 
the same entertainers. And you 
can then dance m the New Year 
a l the hotel’s disco for JD I 5. At 
ihc elegant Churchill Restau- 


rant. Chantilly frin will accom- 
pany the New Year’s Lie diners. 

A New Year's Day luncheon 
butfel lor families will U- helci.it 
the Inter-LoiHinenial’s Clown 
Restaurant lor Jl) 6 I’m a New- 
Year's breakfast hufiel. the 
Oka/ Restaurant oilers ns Riser 
Repast from 7- 1 I.Jli a.m. And 
the Holiday Inn lias j special 
New Year’s Day huff el at the 
Ambassador from 12 noon ■ 3 
p. in. . fur Jl) 10. 


Tired out? 

I hose who miss simple gather- 
ings for Christmas caroling can 
join in. free of charge, at the 
lobby of the Mnrrint with the 
Marriott Madrigals. The pro- 
gramme started on 16 December 
and runs to Christmas Day from 
I 2:30-2 :30p m and 7-10 p.m. 
daily 
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BOOM GOES ON: Despite an apparent 
slackness in demand, hotel building has conti- 
nued on an upward trend recently, partly because 
plans were laid five years ago or mote — before 
* 1,6 slump became apparent. The newest addition 
the family is the 300 -room Amman Plaza 
KS?. (above) » in the Shmelsani Centre being 
?.. « Housing Bank of Jordan. It will be 
■urnished and run according to five- star inter- 
actional standard^ making it the most luxurious 
?J le J Jn Jordan. Also fairly new on the market 
the. Jerusalem Melia (middle row left), the 
Amman Marriott 'TmTiWle' Fight) -and- the 
government- owned Amra Hotel, lower right. 

These hotels have created worrying competition 
I, . SOme of the city’s older ones. In the face of 
rising costs and declining occupancy rates. Tour- 
to Jordan, and therefore hotels’ business, 
continues to suffer from the combined effects of 
international recession, lack of marketing and 
Ifm of political instability. But the hotels are 
' °«t there trying, and this week’s Chrlstmas- 

Year events are proof of their determlna- 

. DECEMBER. 1983 : 
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CHRISTMAS 1983 AND 
NEW YEAR 
PROGRAMME 

The season of goodwill Is mlmvwhcn you really deserve 
yourself. 

At the Holiday Inn that Is what we are offering 
you. 

23 fd December, 1983 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

Santa Claus Is coming early this Christmas to give you n very 
special afternoon of fun and games. 

Cakes, Sweets, Drinks, and a very Lucky Dtp. 

24th December, 3983 • 

* AMBASSADORS 

See Christmas Day In with our resident Band and a uadltlohftb 
Eve Dinner : 

;Hot Punch will, be served : At ; Midnight, . 1 : '• ; 

i • ■ : ; V- 1 . i ! j?3th"pgqeftii?er^ ;iiy M i : : S: 

-f \ 

!; :-Td ; ' jVOJU i AlbMi' • ; : j , J y - ^ . 7 

A Spleeiai cj^tftirtatBurret Lurich HvlthaJIthefosUve tHmmihgs 
. ih ouf Ambassadors Restaurant,; Top of the l*m ? ; ; ; : ; 

,* : 0«VNElt’jC'. •: 

; for^t he Tiltrious.-’t U RKKX. Jh: : ;- 

.'-’-v -.i 1 ; 1’.:' - 

! '" wt\ December, T9 8 3 ■ ! ;1 - ! ; ; : • i 

r * ambassadors gi-;-, 

A Dlhricl tmd.j?ancc, hilly inclusive.; with wtettMmperit pro*' 
vtded by Qttf .Yesldetu Band, a ''Spcecacutsr. Flbbr SbpW and: 
Orleilta) Dancer 

’; : s 

t*’::- - : L; pecem^efV ; t . : ' >’ 

^Ambassadors 

Faliiy aicplIoYldcd by^ur : resld'enf pandabtl 

^tC0pthcf|L.^r ^ ; kU: 
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PATROL 
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* he real value Is attributed to Nissan Pa- 
trol over any other four-wheel drive ve- 
hicle. The multiphase use, amazingly 
diversifies horizons and ways for your 
.driving. Nissan Patrol Is unmatched for 
city and motorway driving. When on tough 
roads, the trouble Is minimised, and water 
heights up to 600 millimetres are easily 
conquered. 
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Bustaml and Saheb Trading Company 

Amman - Al Mahatta Street; telephone no.: 51271/51272 


dealers looking 
forward jto ’ 8 4 

Economic slowdown lei iower demand for all 

ilfn f * °n c . ar i '? the market (luring 

A*,-- But **■!«« tolifrfae Star that with 
heir new models they hoi to see some streng 
thening next year, 



CAR DEALERS in Jordan are 


approaching the New Year 
with great optimism, confident 
that their new 1984 modclcare 


already on sale — will draw 
positive reaction from buyers. 
Manufacturers, especially or 
the increasingly popular Ja 


panese brands, are still im 
proving their models, and this 
year have added many techni 
cal and design improvements 
to increase their cars' attrac 


tiveness 


Accordingly, dealers hope 
that sales during the coming 
year will hold steady, and may 
even increase, despite a slack 
ening in demand that was ex 
perienced over the past year 
-due— hr'^conomic difficulties. 


The same comments were 


heard from several agents The 
Star talked to. representing 
makes such as Toyota, Dal 
s un, Volks wage n Audi and 
BMW. 


One example of 1984-model 
improve rents is the Toyota 
Corona, which for 1984 is of- 
fering more space in the pass 
enger cabin and boot; reduced 
vibration along with increased 
ventilation volume; more power 
and efficiency in the various 
ermine types offered, along 
with technical refinements in 
the suspension and steering 
systems. The Corona has been 
completely restyled on the out- 
side, too, as have some of its 
competitors 


However, Mr. George Had 
Toyota’s marketing 
representative — stresses the 
quality of the car itself less 
than the after-sale services 


and maintenance his company 
offers. “Our obligation is to 




says. The Toyota service gar- 
age has a computerised parts 
section as well as up-to-date 
equipment and machinery. Tw° 
experts sent from Japan sup- 
port the service department 
and are also engaged in train- 
ing Jordanians from vocational 
schools. 


Mr. Arafat Saheb of the Bus 
tami and Saheb Trading Com 
pany, agents for Nissan uxi 
sun), pointed out that his firm 
tailored their products to tne 
Jordanian market, offering tn 
specifications and options- a 
well as 


Save lives — 

Drive caref^j 
During the holiday 4 

Arid remember - the 

seat belts Is now compulsory | 

Buckle up for safety. 


Jordanians. Nissan provides 
an to suit all tastes and 


needs, he said. 


Nissan is also a leader in 


service, hs new garage, now 
under construction, includes a 


new workshop, modern spare 
parts department, advanced 
equipment and a computerised 
inspection system. Nissan in 
Jordan has 180 employees 
whom he believes to combine 
the essential qualities of “loy 
flfty to the company and the 
national economy al the same 
lime.” It has an ongoing pro- 
gramme of training and sharing 
of expertise with the Japanese 
nwiher company. 


Mr. Munther Tabba’, General 
Manager of Motor Trade Com 


ny — agents for Volk- 
swagen and Audi — told The 
Star that sales increased by 
50 per cent in 1983. which he 
said was due to “the best ser- 
vices backed up by two Ger- 
man specialists who are work- 
mg with the company to pro- 
mote the service department 
and the spare parts." Mr. Tab- 
oas firm will complete the eon- 
druciion of a new headquar- 
ers within eight months. Lo- 
oted in Marka near the Volvo 
^rage, it will contain offices 
modern showrooms, a work- 
shop and an efficient parts de- 
partment. 


n 

courses 


tk? i lere ' Just a fe 
irw downs in Amina 
ran the car sales bui 
ahve and well in Jc 
s Pne economic troubli 
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FROM TOYOTA IN 1984 


jTOVOTA. 


HI LUX 


FORD l UK) is keeping its end up in the tup- of- the -range 
market with two new versions of the Granada The L. avail- 
able with 2.0 or 2.3 litre petrol engine or 2.5 diesel, and as it 
snloon or estate, will now cost JD 3.5»0 . 4.2 50 compared 
with JD 3,750 - 4,430, The LX is distinguished by bumpers 
in body colour and special white finish on Hie wheel covers. It 
also bousts higher levels of equipment ns stnudnrd and prices 
range Trom JL) 3 .750 for the 2.0 lit re .snloon to JD 4. 3 50 Tor 
the 2. 3 litre estate. 


EXTRAS worth about JD 400 for only JD I 7 5 are packed into 
this new special edition model from Renault, the 5 Flair 
Based on the three-door I 100 c.c. Renault 5 TL. the Flair will 
be limited to 500 cars each in red.while or metallic blue. At 
JL> l, l / 5 the Flair version includes alloy roadwhccls. Britax 
tinted sun hutch, tinted windows, a rear spoiler, a centre 
console, and Motorola push-button radio with speciul roof 
aerial. 


MORE POWER/ Ybu get more hauling power from Toyota's new, 
advanced-design engines. Drive a new HILUX truck and feel mat responsive 
power yourself. 

MORE TOUGHNESSI Rugged HILUX I rucks are ready to haul hea vy loads 
In rough conditions, because they're bu/ll tougher from the ground up. 

MORE COMFORT! HILUX cabs are redesigned for more space everywhere. 
Bigger panoramic window s. more comfortable seats, and more shoulder room 
for all. 

Sole Agents: 

Ismail Bilbeisi & Co. 


FACTS COMEAUVE 
WHEN YOU DRIVE 

TOYOTA 


King Hussein St. Tel. 38103/4 & 22815 Irbid - Hosson St. 

Tel. 75454 
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GIFTS 

Finding a present is no problem 



A future musician tries a chord (Nuscr Nnmrouli) 


CARS. . . . 



Merry Christmas 

Our Gift 

JD 300 and Radio 
Cassette 



104 


305 


504 505 


Continued from page 3 

at the end of this semester and start a 
new life with the new year.'* Meha 
said. Christmas shopping is an exper- 
ience in itself for Meha and her sis- 
ter. “The crowd of people, the carols 
and all the lovely things on display 
make you want to spend and spend," 
she laughs. 

Toys galore 

Naturally, it was the toy depart- 
ment that was actually doing land- 
office business, packed with children 
who wanted to buy every toy and 
game. Harassed parents flinched as 
their five-year-old kids stubbornly 
held on to the bicycles that were 
meant for 1 2-year-olds, and to water 
pistols that would ultimately make a 
lovely mess at home. The parents of a 
four-year-old girl were desperately 
trying to reason with her to explain 
(hat a smaller, nice yellow teddy bear 
would be more comfortable than the 
one she had gripped under her arm — 
three times her own size. 

The expression on the face of one 
father showed what most parents 
must feel when they bring their chil- 
dren shopping. That * ' help- never 
again!" expression was clear as he 
tried to keep up with his five-year-old 
son and toddler daughter who had 
made a beeline towards the toys. 

Hard to blame the kids, however. 
This year's toys have made it another 
record-breaker in terms of ex- 
citement — with bears and other stuf- 
fed toys in various sizes and colours; 


beautiful dolls ( especially Barbie with 
her complete set of wardrobe) re- 
mote control games; talking clocks to 
teach the time; blocks and dozens of 
different games for all ages. They 
even made adults wish they were 
young once again, or regret that these 
things were not around when they ac- 
tually were children. 

One couple, who had been wise * 
enough not to bring their children 
with them, were looking at the pretty 
dolls. "Christmas here is quite dif- 
ferent than back home in Germany,” 
said Mrs. Bolt. “But somehow, it 
really feels as if we were back home, 
especially in this store because it is 
similar to the ones there... if only 
toys were not so expensive." 

Debbie Nelson and her friend Sue ^ 
Kelly, who were reading the verses 
on Christmas cards, also say that the 
atmosphere at the store makes them 
imagine they were back home in Eng- 
land. “We have been in Jordan for 
four years and (his is the first time 
we feel as if it were really Christmas. 

I think this store has something to do ! 
with it," said Debbie. 

“It is just like America," said 
Mary Kerkeshian, very surprised "I 
feel that I am in one of the depart- 
ment stores in New York during the 
Christmas season. The carols in the 
background give me a spiritual feeling 
of the coming holiday which is quite a 
holy day. I enthusiastically wail for 
Christmas every year, for it marks 
the birth of Christ, and 1 always wel- 
come the new year, hoping that it will 
be a year of joy and spiritual peace." 


Sun testers in aid tune-ups, 
control exhaust emissions 


Special to The Star 

THE AGE or electronics has 
reached the auto industry, as 
one can see by the introduc- 
tion of advanced new diag- 
nostic equipment. “Mechan- 
ics have been using their ear 
to hear whether or not an au- 
tomobile is properly tuned. 



Sun electric testing equipment 


With the highly developed au- 
tomobiles which are entering 
the market such as Mercedes, 
BMW and Opel. Lhis is no 
longer possible. Sun Electro- 
nic testers are definitely a 
necessary tool to be able to 
tune and repair these en- 
gines," says Mr. Robert E. 
Stewart, international mar- 
keting and sales representa- 
tive of Sun Electric Europe 
B.V. 

Sun Electric Corporation is 
an American company with 
its headquarters in Crystal 
Ei/fopcU!i*oyt,.neftr_ Chicago, 
elusive distributors ail over 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. 

The company was founded 
in the 1930s. and since that 
time Sun Electric has been 
the market leader in the field 
of motor testers as well as 
testers for automobile emiss- 
ions. The exhaust emissions 
include carbon monoxide 
(Co) and Hydrocarbon (He), 
the first being a poisonous 
gas and the latter unburned 
fuel. 


United ; Automobiles Trading Co. LTD. 
King Hussein Street, Abdali 
Phones 665731/665732 
Telex 22198 UNITED 


. Jr!.' - 



ELECTRIC EUROPE B.V. 


Ahmad Al-Faqir & Co. 

Exclusive distributor 
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Christmas ’83: Sadness and hope 


Sun also has in its pro- 
gramme. alongside motor tes- 
ters and emission testers, all 
types of garage equipment in- 
cluding automobile lilts, 
break testers, chassis dyna- 
mometers. lyre changers. 

wheel balancers and aligners. 

In the metropolitan i area of 
Seattle, Washington. S50.»w 
vehicles were tested in etghi j 
monl hs of 1 98 2 . Twenty P 

cent of the vehicles failed die , 

initial test. Co emission was 
reduced by 216 tons per day 
- which was 28 per cent or 
ifa* »nial £0 in the nr 
of unburned fuel we.e bem* 
blown into the air. P 
ably worse. 216 tons o W : 

son were being put there- 

using Sun testing J 1 j 
merits, these emissions^ 
be controlled. Mr. Stewar 
said. 

-One of the main phHoso. 
phies of Sun Elecli-i as^ 

aftersale service is 
important as sales ■ (sen- ^ 

said. “It is. there ' C a blc w 
great Pleasure «e are ® |usiv e 
announce that our e. ct d 
distributor in ug re- 

Al-Faqir A Co.. 
sponsible Tor serv | n the 
spare parts supply- » w 
near future Al-Fad” s chool^ 
establishing a 

for the Jordanian f . 

which will ensure e»* h . e tf j|| 

of Sun equipment that 0 

have proper instruc 
applications and ver y 

We want each and eve j 

client to have 
benefit from his Sun 
Mr. Stewart said. 


APART front the hustle 
and bustle of shopping 
and holl day making, 

gift- giving and parties, 
what arc people's own 
personal feelings at 
Christmas this year? The 
Star’s Khader Mansour 
asked some Jordanians 
and came up with an- 
swers that provide a mel- 
ancholy but optimistic 
contrast to the tinsel and 
glitter around us. 

l)R. GEORGE Sayegli. a Jorda- 
nian general pracl inner, spoke 
thoughtfully. "The rhythm of 
time passes and one finds him- 
self passing IT om one day to 
another, drowned in (he mun- 
dane aspects of living and tight- 
ened in the routine. Alt of a sud- 
den he comes across a different 
day. whereupon he stretches oui 
a hand begging for happiness. 

“Happiness might come, yet it 
is evanescent and the sweet ex- 
perience eventually becomes part 
iif the cloudy past. We arc now 
approaching Christmas, and the 
hope that a change will come to 
embrace happiness.” Yet this 
Christmas, he said, will be one 
of "hollow melancholy, because 
one’s own Christmas used to be 
spent in Jerusalem, our sacred 
city of peace. 

"I recollect that when I was a 
little boy. the family got together 
and travelled in the dark night to 
Bethlehem, to attend mass with 
believers who thronged the 
Church of the Nativity listening 
with misty eyes and happy faces 
lo the sweei chan ling (hat brings 
lo memory the great event of the 
birth of Jesus Christ the Man of 
peace. 

Dr. Sayegli spoke of his ' hope 
'or the future to return to Jer- 
usalem, to indulge afresh in the 
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sweet experience of commemo- 
rating the great birth of Christ, 
who spread message of love and 
peace in the land of peace... 

“ Personally. I very much en- 
joy Christmas spirit imlly." he 
said: but he still recalled “the 
bitterness of being away from 
Jerusalem" which made him 
“suffer the sadness of a re- 
fugee" 


“ IIIIS IS indeed a black Christ- 
mas feast, because justice with 
it. is totally sense less and odd." 
sanl Bishop Eha Khourt. head of 
the Evangelic Church in Jordan. 

' 1 1 am downhearted, sad and 
shocked to the extreme t um 
ail optimist by natuic. hm the 
facis .lie horrible and Niter, for 
one can hardly see virtue, mercy 
and love on our gre.uei na lion's 
soil 

Bishop khiiury said Christmas 
is tile most significant and deal- 
est feast in all Christians. “It 
reminds (hem. (ogethci with all 
believers in Almighty G*nl. ol u 
great Messenger of God. Jesus 
Christ who preached virtue, 
mercy, love and toleration: and 
who .sacrificed his life fur t he 
guidance and prosperity of his 
people. 

“But his people. Hie societies 
and individuals or today, arc far 
too fur. off from Christianity." 

The Hishop. who is a member 
of the Palestine National Coun- 
cil. expressed his sadness “lo 


see such great values of Jesus 
Christ ignored and damaged In 
(lie el feet of human luilurc. ig- 
norance. in (Minders tan ding, 
selfishness and greed The 
[plight of the! Palestinians ami 
the t-eb.incse tis> a I Ingram ex- 
ample of the absence of genuine 
Christian values and teachings 

“Inokevciy where in this univ- 
erse and you see poverty, la- 
mine. mass killings, delilvrale 
toiture. organized crime, bomb- 
ings. hypocrisy, ihc collapse ■■I 
laimly life, naicotics. permis- 
sive ugly se\ and films, and ill 
the top of all 1 hose evils . the des- 
tructive n tic I ear missiles. Sabra 
anil .Shaiiin. Nahr Al- Hared mid 
Al-Uaddawi . All this, is dik- 
ing place in broad daylight mid 
under (he umbrella of so- called 
modern civil i/ution — ami of 
course, at the expense of piety 
ami purity of purpose. 

He called upon Arab leaders 
“to think of fairness, justice 
and foremost of Ihc unity of 
hearts and purpose in order to 
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Elia Khenry 

prove the noble sense of a 
'Merry Christ nuts' us with this, 
mid this only, wc can icgnut our 
sacred homeland. Met hie hem and 
Jerusalem from our aggressors. 

“finally. I pray to Almighty 
God to guide the world, and the 
Arab leaders to remember God in 
their thoughts and acts." 
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N “h» Batshon 

ART GALLERY owner Nuha Ba- 
„ n - who was once an an- 
nouncer, with Jordan Television 
SJ? l ^ e BBC. said this Christmas 
cannot be joyful and bright and 
oes not allpw a happy forecast 
r?| “Mt for the near future — 
“J* to the bitter tragic events do- 
inating our region and other 
rerls or the world — offensives. 

and bloodbaths here 

The usual feeling today, is to 
- n , ,f ad « disheartened, disap- 
Si d ’ Stressed. Negative ex- 
ihll? nce 5 eneuir US. hopes are 
ud?i er a ed ' 1 • we share today' s 
fiiia decl *he. • - to- morrow, the 
| ■ i nn - . feems as gloomy... thus. 

enrf9 , L ,b0Und ,0 ask - ls the 

. ' nave we lost alt faith?" 

, Miss Batshon concluded. 
;,, iTmf Ver happens, she said. 

fropc will creat a pro- 
.™?ihg. future; •' 

:-y: : =' ; - 
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Jordanian designer Majida Kaseer Blsharai: Social press- 
ures Influence Jordanian women's dress 


f Cypal nurseries 
wishes its 

esteemed clients 
a 

Happy Christmas 
and 

New Year 


Sincere holiday greetings from 

FOUAD 

SUPERMARKET 

A single visit to our supermarket will prove the quality of 
our presentations l 

Tel. 813985 Suwelflya 


Cypal, Shmeisani, Amman* 

Remember Our Unique Flowers 


Rainbow Market 

Rainbow Street, First Circle, 

Jabal Amman 

Wishes its clients a happy 
Christmas and a happy New Year and 
takes the pleasure to announce the 
opening of a new department for 
Imported (by air) sweets and choclates 
from Italy, Switzerland and Germany. 

Available always. Don’t miss it. 
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What’ sin for 
this year? 

The approach of the New 
Year is time to prepare 
oneself for what the 
world’s fashion leaders 
may come up with next. 
Hair styling as much as 
clothing fashion is where 
the style- conscious wo- 
man needs to keep up — 
and Jordanian females 
are increasingly with the 
times on both fronts, as 
Amal Ghandour reports: 

AT A lime of economic diffi- 
culties, the hair siyling busi- 
ness in Jordan is thriving, 
and is bringing in more 
—i money than ever before. 

| Mr. Yasseen Habul. who 
| owns six hairdressing salons 

■ in Amman, says that hair is 
J very important for the Jorda- 
l nian woman. She takes care 
I of it and knows what suits 
( her. 

f “She likes short hair." re- 
I marks Mr. Habul. “It is 
f more functional. It does not 
j demand much effort or time. 

■ And it is not a hassle. " 

"" However, he says that the 
m business as a whole in Jordan 
is below European standards. 
According lo Yasseen. 
“Many hairstylists in Jordan 
do not enjoy a high professio- 
nal standard. The business is 
still relatively young and 
many people are going into U 
without being qualified.' 

To correct this shortcom- 
ing, he advises those who are 
responsible for licensing 
hairdressing shops not to au- 
thorize any licence belore 
confirming the hairstylist s 
qualifications. He also adv- 
ises woman not to entrust 
their hair to just anyone. 

But. nonetheless. Yass- 
een is confident that the busi- 
ness is progressing. It seems 
that after the Lebanese civil 
war, many Lebanese hair- 
dressers came to Amman, 
thus ensuring its success. i« 
says that without a doubt u 
Lebanese have helped 
H Conilnued on next P»& c 
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Barber and Gift Shop 
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business tremendously, with 
ihcir artistic professionalism 
and taste. 

Yasseen has participated in 
international competitions in 
Paris and Cannes, and won 
the gold medal in Paris and 
ihe silver medal in Cannes. 
Under the sponsorship of the 
Jordanian Artists' Associa- 
tion. Yasseen was chosen to 
head the Jordanian hair styl- 
ists' team which competes at 
international events. 

Yasseen does not have any 
particularly new styles for 
Christmas, but he affirms 
that “anything done will be 
out of Ihe ordinary, to fit the 
mood of the New Year. 

Fashion 

inches 

ahead 

JORDAN IS still far from be- 
ing a centre of international 
fashion. But in contrast to a 
few years ago. Jordanian 
women are now having high 
fashion brought right to their 
doorsteps. Boutiques here are 
now offering the most fa- 
shionable. and sometimes the 
most expensive, collections 
of clothes. 

Majida kaseer Bisharni. 
Jordan's own, and probably 
its only top-class designer, 
talked to The Star about the 
changing tastes of Jordanian, 
women, and fashion in Jor- 
dan. 

Describing the taste of the 
Jordanian female. Majida 
says that “even though she is 
changing and is adopting new 
styles, she is still attached to 
the classical way of looking. 

“If fashion chooses the 
short skirl or dress Lhe ladies 
vvanl them lengthened. If the 
light look is in fashion they 
war.l them loosened. This is 
not to say that the Jordanian 
woman is not fashionable; 
she is willing Lo attempt new 
things but it just takes her a 
oil longer than others." 

The Lebanese have always 
been the first to change with 
the fashion. “The Lebanese 
Woman is still without equal 
in the Middle East.” says 
Majida. ‘ ‘She is not scared to 
wear even the craziest styles, 
and the business (in Leba- 
non) is doing very well.” Ma- 
. ■> lda attributes this 
success to the open Le- 
banese society that allows its 
Wtomen to experiment with 
any style they desire. Low 
Pnces also play a part in this 
high level of fashion activity. 

• Stronger social pressures in 
Jordan,., on the other hand, 

■ «nfl to influence a woman's 

■ ik? s i nB ^bits.. Majida says 
mat “the Jordanian female 
nas to conform to the typical 
jeminine look of skirt and 
atess, and preferably the 

• hoes with heels. This is turn. 
,nmits ; her taste-” While the 

: is , widespread . 

. . among the younger genera- 
■JJ. 0 *. 1T ) Lebanon, in Jordan it 
is less so. 

' ^ (Jh y° un B designer argues 
^ Jordanian : women will 
* m °re outgoing, and 

,'V;?™ 1 ‘J "havej'.ai/freei taste-;" in' 




clothes, once the social codes 
are relaxed. 

Sue h attitudes, ho we ve r . 
have not been so much of a 
problem recently: since this 
year’s fashion suited the Joi- 
danian woman. The classical 
look was back in style. Dark 
colours, black and grey, and 
long elegant dressy suits, 
stormed the fashion centres. 
“In a way this is a refreshing 
change from the bizarre and 
crazy styles ol the last few 
years.” remarks Majida. But 
she adds that “this formal 
way of dressing will fade 
away, and new' lines will be 
introduced soon." 

Majida. who owns a bout- 
ique herself, complains that 
business in Jordan has not 
been profitable. She blames it 
on the depressed economic 
conditions, and the rising 
prices of clolhes. which are 
plaguing most boutique ow- 
ners. “Clolhes have become 
more expensive and (he la- 
dies are a bit hesitant lo 
pay." she says. 


Another problem that M.i- 
jid.i senses is the misconcep- 
tion among many women in 
Jordan that prices abroad — 
in Europe and the IS — are 
much cheaper. “The ti mil of 
ihe matter is that in past 
years that used to be the 
ease. But now the situation 
has changed." Still, boutique 
owners in Jordan face the 
disadvantage of very high 
customs duties — 6 I per cent 
which obliges them to charge 
high prices. This is prevent- 
ing the business from grow- 
ing. or even selling at all. 

Majida. who studied de- 
signing in Italy, launched her 
career three years ago. She 
has five fashion shows since, 
and has retrieved encou- 
rage men l from many people 
lo continue. Her ambitions 
are not limited to Jordan. She 
hopes one day lo compete on 
the international level. Asked 
if she thinks she will make 
it. she said that “it needs 
time and money, but the will 
and creativity a r e there.” 


Chiisikii, Dun 
illustrates the 
relit! n of (tie 
1 ' i lussicul lo- 
os" with this 
proposal for 
New Year's 
Eve ( right) . 
A sw.ikara 
chasuble and 
black- lustred 
zi he line ( key- 
stone photo) 
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TWS CUSTOM of considering every woman to be a ' wa- 
■» "" dependent and in need of the protection of the 
stronger sex — was reinforced during the Ottoman 
period, at a time when a woman’s place wan very flrmlv 
mii erstood to be solely at home,, to take care of her 
children and serve her husband. It was a time when 
wonujn s rights were overlooked and the only ones a wo- 
man could turn to were her father, - brothers, uncles and 
nephews. The Ottoman rule Is gone, but the 'walla 1 
custom remains. It Is most obviously during holidays 
Hke Christinas, wheu women receive gifts of money 
from their close relatives. * 

This custom Is a way of making a woman feel that she 
Is appreciated and respected — but many feel that It Is 
no longer suitable in the modern world. 

Women are regaining their rights and it is now ac- 

SPjJL b !S/fc r *k h i Cm to hold J° b8, They can provide them- 
sclves with their own money, as well as gaining respect 

S US r h i h , e r work ‘ In addition to th^t, with the high 
cost of .living, many men c»ir no longer afford to give 
the accustomed generous amounts of money to their sev- 
eral relatives without depriving thcii J own families of. 
certain, things.. Yot It Is often bard' to get 'a 'man to 
* -S ,s ft Gt, J! nd women are now trying to do some- 
thing about It. They may have a long way to go before 
they, can-change anything. ■ * “ 

“We are three sisters aud a brother ,* 1 said a woman 
who holds a secretarlal Job, ' ‘ We all know that he can- 
: “?* Mford.such a thing. But when we tried to convince 
Jim that there really is no need for It, and that just a 
Joxjjrcandy for the children will be 'appreciated, he 

v’ i. thgt It js Shameful and degrading not to 

fSfiW ^^d^ons., He. thinks that he and all of Wsls- 
jeis would be looked down upon by our husbands if he 
l!?*? 0 * . 9 which is not true. Actually, 

[ they -feel ;Sorry about the whole situati on. 



i once tried to help him out by present! ne sifts nf 

yea?** sh^MiItf 1 ® “a **!*?!? 8 a , nd n,eces throughout the 

beean to?r/hl^lh« eds . but 11 made thln 8 s worse. He 
negan to treble the usual amount of money, since he 

believed that I should be repaid one way or another. 1 ' 

f nr * * i, L® .h^t® 1 1 when my brothers bring me money 

for the holidays said an exasperated housewife "I 

SSJSftM Vls “ ” e - ls th »‘‘»o much 

diitv k oWa « X fee, I tbat f he y come only out of a sense of 

with ,hem to 

H-i* teacher gave a possible solu- 

hrrlJiior^ S Ji? tec 8 .!i nd * , Ia,,me t0 an “B^ement With our 
brothers,., she said. ,We sat down together one day a 

: years ago and 'decided to exchange only boxes 

of candy during the holidays — no money, no fancy ... 

™ art W c }al Sh 6 w- off. We are quite happy 
with the arrangement, for it is quite embarrassing to 
in? " 8 if t,when y 6 u hold a job of your own 

and _have built yonr owd Independent reputation. " 

'• ' *., n ^ 811 >mllles feel the same way. In 

. as a college student said; ^ ft may! be unsuitable 
those vytao can't afford stach a Thing. But there aiL ■ 
cases where softie men can well afford to elvegmall 
to ,! their nearest relatlvpa 

\ ^J*W oia l M p » especially whenYtliese relatives" f or : 
KiS! f ^ S0B *? r - »n°theri cannot worfcV They refrain 

‘ tlwt the ,, 

, Along .with the accuStomed loy and familv IAvfl -r* 

— — ■ ■ V s y ■■ ■ - ■' f i 


Make 


By Amal Ghandour 
Star Staff Writer 

THE MAIN purpose of 
make-up and beauty treat- 
ment could probably be stated 
as to make the plain woman 
attractive, and the pretty wo- 
man prettier. But they can 
also ruin her skin, and des- 
troy its natural look, ir the 
wrong make-up or treatment 
line is used. 

Cosmetics and treatment 
lines are popular among Jor- 
danian women who can af- 
ford them. Saiina Badour, a 
local beautician, says, “The 
Jordanian woman is willing to 
pay for the most expensive 
products." But this year, Sa- 
iina adds, “was a very slow 
year, and the business did not 
move as expected, because of 
I the economic slump." 

Asked about Jordanian 
women’ s awareness of the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of cosmetics, Saiina says that 
“they are generally aware, 
but still need to know much 
more.” She divides women 
buyers into three categories: 
Those who have the money 
and take the time to learn 
about the nature of the pro- 
duct; those who do not have 
much money, but are still 
interested to know about the 
different cosmetic systems 
and how they to use them; 
and those who spend incred- 
ible amounts of money on ex- 
pensive products, not bother- 
ing to ask whether they suit 
their type of skin or not. 


Top- quality cosmetic man- 
ufacturers such as Dio and 
Estee Lauder do not actually 
advertise their creams 
(cleansing tonics and mois- 
turisers). The lop- spelling 
items are the standard mass 
cream products. 

Facial treatments are also 
very popular in Jordan. 
Again. Saiina remarks that 
most facial ists are just as ir- 
responsible as those who are 
getting the facials. “Three- 
quarters of the places," she 
says, ‘ * do not really take care 
of the skin of their cus- 
tomers. They poke at them, 
experiment with them, and 
finally ruin them. They dump 
all sorts of creams and masks 
on the face, without any con- 
sideration for the oily, mixed 
or dry nature of the skin." 

Jordanian 

Continued from page 4 

But this didn't mean that 
the spirit of Christmas did 
not prevail. In Salt, it began 
40 days before Christmas Day 
as people began their fasting 
period — in preparation for 
communion at the Christmas 
Eve midnight mass. 

With the break of dawn on 
the holy day, adults gathered 
at the cemetery to visit the 
resting-places of -dear ones 
who are specially remem- 
bered on such a day. The par- 
ish priest could always be 
found there to share with the 
families some prayers for the 
deceased. 

Families in mourning 
received condolences from 
visitors for three days. On 
these occasions they served 
only Turkish coffee. 

At home, holiday greetings 
were exchanged and the 
younger members of the fa- 
milies kissed the hands of 
their elders. Parents and chil- 
dren gathered at the homes of 
paternal grandparents. It was 
there that a sheep was 
slaughtered by the eldest 
male member of the family. 
The women would then begin 
their very busy day to cook 
the day’s dinner — “man- 
saf,” a feast of chunks of, 
lamb cooked for several hours 
in the milky sauce extracted 
from “jameed". and then 
laid on top of a huge tray or 
rice. Also prepared was “ka- 
nafeh", the very sweet pas- 
try made from sweetened wh- 
ite cheese, orange- dyed 

wheat and syrup baked on a 
large tray. 

A couple of male members 
of the family would stay 
home to receive visitors as 
the rest of the men would 
leave to visit. Men and 
women were received in sep- 
arate, rooms. 

The money children 
received would be spent on 
fire- crackers, balloons, 

whistles, candy and marbles. 
Women also received either 
money or foodstuffs such as 
meat,; vegetables or fruit. The 
poor wire not forgotten, and 
the needy families received 
gifts of food and money. 

Spiced black Turkish coffee 
was Served to guests in smalt 
wide -mouthed cups (One had 
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it up! 


; Saiina suggests that “peo- 
! pjg be made aware of the pro- 
: duct and treatment line and 
what they can do for them. 

, They have to understand that 
if the wrong creams are used 
ihe skin will be ruined.” 

On current trends, she 
says. “The bright colours are 
back, and naturally for the 
younger generation.” The 
young woman is actually the 
target for the cosmetics com- 
panies, because the younger 
-Y she is, the more make-up she 
^ is likely to use. But the treat- 
. menl lines sell more among 
| the older generation. 

| Saiina concludes, though, 
i that "No make-up or cream 
j will do for you what natural 
health will. If- you eat the 
right kind of food, and exerc- 
ise regularly, and you feel 
, good inside, then you will 
| look good on the outside. ” 

customs 

to remember slightly to shake 
ihe cup once one had finished 
drinking, unless one wanted 
a second helping). The 
sweets offered with coffee 
were "ghraibeh" (made out 
of semolina), candy-coated 
almonds and “raha” (Tur- 
kish delight). 

Christmas was not only a 
day’s celebration. It went’ on 
Tor three days — according to 
ihe saying that “any holiday 
should last for three days and 
a third of a day. ” 

Much of the simplicity of 
those celebrations as well as 
the traditions nowadays have 
either . weakened or disap- 
peared. 

For one thing, as nuclear 
■dmilics have begun to lose 
contact with their “extended 
families". Christmas visiting 
“S in many cases been cut 
down to exchanges between 
close relatives and friends. 

As families have their 
Lnristmas dinner alone, 

enM P Tv re seWom slaught- 
25 V[ n ners consist of any 
JJJj lhe family members 

Gone are the break- of- 

arp h for now they 

*5f ld . ,n I be evenings; and 

BS* are visited during 
wo- morning. 

SociEti distinctions in cus- 
as thr, now are more obvious, 

dlefc can afford to. 

Year 5 e ^ hnstm as and ‘New 
: Parties restaurants and hotel 

enfc th hat women have 

S; the T° rld of Jobs and 
and especially see- 
SK not ail men can af- 
Bifts n ?^, present substantial 
rclaiiv ( J non ! ey to numbers of 
debt ?hV Wkhou t going into 
«it, coL C ft UStom , ~ a| tbough 
heen dou^ 11 T *? as generally 
°fsm«M^ graded t0 Presents 
i^UTtssuch as a box of 

‘r^V re : the simple rir 

V K U g° r j he Y are replaced 
W ru-.? ncy man-made 
hoi'’^5 l * dr en. no matter 
^ ,i cve°'h l n | the Y are. do not 
tow , h aSanta Claus. Some- 
lo' fof. 1 - ey ^ re either harder 
' j ki rtot n l ake - believe is 
i ^fd.in kf ayed as well as it 
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Jerusalem &tar 


Silver Supermarket 


Fifth Circle - Jabal Amman 

Wishes its esteemed clients a 
merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year 


Do not miss Our Christmas Surprises 

Tel: 811201 
P.O. Box 5488 


Glass 

Christmas gift you can offer 
proudly now available for most 
reasonable prices at our 
work-shop, located about ten- 
minutes drive from Amman, on 
the Naor-Jordan valley road. 
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JORDAN 

DEPARTMENT 

STORES 

“ALWAHA” 


OAY return colour film 

AND PHOTO PRINTING. 
lOT^VENIENT SERVICE EXTENDED' 

mmm department stores ; 
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French group completes a trio plus one 
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By Star Staff Writer 

THE ARRIVAL of the French 
g* 8ro“P Le Theatre du 
Th C n e for Performances at 
ltlf Royal Cultural Centre 
marks the end or a special. 

3, so f flr - very successful 
oance programme at the cen- 

° r I he programme 
;£ ( ® Introduce bullet and its 

ST*- forms lo Jordanian 
autfjences m a systematic form. 

wilh lhe strictly cluss- 
S, ,I nr t rad Slale B»Hel: then 
g the Scottish Ballet, which 

S h. r ! r 0n ' classica ' techn- 

«?i2k. S ° l t cklcs more ,nod - 

, SUch as ,he “Three 
ffi? ,a Japanese Music” and 
iaJj! 8 , w h»ch were such a 

5mV Ihe,r An,mBn I’™' 
T* 

to bor^l» , • ,I **re. diblc must ery of 
SituU 'yhile director Bri- 
aj-* , i(j«-; Vre has been described 
^~e translator of 

Jfc2d** ,re dl ' f'lcnce was es- 

I finJTiB 972 by 0ri 8‘ Ue 

itTil J ^ <,I,e * Gar nier who 

11,4 NnV Ope ra* 16 dancin8 with 

Tl.\ a” * 


It was in this context that 
Lvfevre nnd Gamier began to 
develop as choreographers. In 
Junuury 1972 they gathered a 
group or about 10 dancers who 
shared their ideas about the 
dance and formed Le Theatre du 
Silence. 

In 1^74 the group was invited 
lo make its home in the town or 
La Kochelle on France's Atlantic 
coast. Working in conjunction 
with the House of Culture they 
have set out to develop an aware- 
ness of the da n ce by public 
rehearsals, meetings, public 
events, visits to the schools and 
to local government and to 
neighbourhood threaires. 

Now they are beginning to gel 
a real response as the public par- 
ticipate In their training sessions 
and workshops. 

Taste for freedom 

Ms. Lefcvre says that although 
it was Bejart who inspired the 
formation of the company, their 
encounter with American 

choreographer Merce Cunn- 
ingham was of “primordial im- 
portance”. “This meeting.” 


she says, "changed our view ol 
things and our perception of the 
dance, li gave us a taste for 
freedom and the desire to go our 
own way." 

The company now parctices 
the "Cunningham technique" in 
its daily training and invites tea- 
chers from the Cunningham 
school lo give classes. 

In her own choreography Ms. 
LeTevre concentrates on the ex- 
pression of feelings rather than 
on specific concepts. She does 
not have the ambition to prove 
anything but rather her dancing 
belongs to the domain of feeling. 
What she admires in Cunn- 
ingham's work is his awareness 
of the possibilities of the body 
which enables feelings to be 


translated into movement with a 
high degree of clarity. 

And if all that sounds a little 
serious. London critic Ann 
Nugent assures us "Their work 
is not heavy and obscure but 
light and entertaining. ” 

"Plus one"? The arrival of the 
La Sea I a ballet company could 
have disrupted the Cultural Cen- 
tre s programme but. in Tact, it 
turned out to complement it. 

I hough it has a much less clearly 
worked out artistic policy than 
its Scottish counterpart, the 
Scala also combines classical and 
contemporary works in Its rep- 
ertoire and the contemporary 
work n chose for Amman was by 
Maurice Bejart. So those who 
have been attending I lie whole 


programme have the chance to 
sec how Bejart has influenced 
l\vu such dil Te rent companies as 
the Scata and Le Theatre du 
Silence. 

.. Tbeutrc du Silence will give 
three performances ai the Royal 

“iv 5 enl T e 0,1 Tuesday >7 
and Wednesday 2H Decc-mhr, 

■ P t5PS?S C il and 011 Thursday 

8 December {Programme 2) All 
performances will be ai 8. on 

Programme one consists of 
"Derive”. ** Auto- stop”. ‘*l-.n 
Attendant” and "Ln 1'aiuni 

1A 

Programme two consists o| 
Interruptions’ ’ . • • Travcrsoe' ' 
and "Carolina Burana" 


Pianist shows rich technique 
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5J^!?n* ddln 8 George Ba|an- 
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ktaan - J cMnr^ Was lhe arr *val of 

®fafe r H aPher MaUriCe 

on? • he spur lo their 
own company. 

gl^hllc awareness 

hough the Op- 
With these outside 

^ as sti,j r ®- 
i S^nW„ t 5 WDrk in »‘s own 

is hed ballet lovers . 
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"Suddenly Rona screamed, at him like 
a scalded. cal." 


WOLFRAM LORENZEN. ma- 
ster pianist front Germany 
this week gave audiences in 
Amman a sample of some of 
the more dramatic and exhibi- 
tionist works of the piano 
repertoire. Works that require 
not only sound technique and 
masterly control bul on earn- 
est and powerful style. 

Wolfram, born in Freiberg 
of a musical family, both his 
parents being professional or- 
ganists. acquired the bulk of 
his excellent technique under 
Professor Klaus Linder in Bar 
s le. After attending internati- 
onal- master classes with such 
notables as Wilhelm Kempff 
and winning several competi- 
tions he has been recognised 
as one of Germany's rising 
piano stars aqd plays regula- 
rly with major orchestras' 
such as (he Berlin Symphony 
orchestra. And the, Bain berg 
Symphonia. He has toured ex- 
tensively throughout Europe 
performing at main centres’ 
such as the Wigmore Hall in 
London. In 1982 he toured 
Australia and Asia and in the 


New Year he will trnvcl to the 
Far East. 

A mental and emotional 
pianist, his concentration, 
speed and precision give rise 
to. virtuoso displays of manual 
dexterity that serve well the 
pieces chosen for the pro- 
gramme here in Amman. 

Particularly noteworthy was 
Schubert’s triumphant and 
tortured Fantasy Of A Wan- 
derer where his restrained 
temperament found release in 
the dark and powerful pass- 
age? without spilling into the ' 
melodramatic, his attacking 
force being well reined by ac- 
curacy and control. The 
quieter adagio was filled out 
with an expressive broad hand 
and building from a rumbling 
bass into generous crescen- 
dos. he surged smoothly in 
and out of the sad tuneful pic- 
torial passages into thunder- 
ous rises and falls. 

Although hi? rendering or 
Mozart's Variations In D ma* 
jor on a miiiuet by Duport was 
articulate and precise his 
style fails to bring out the ly- 


ricism in Mozart's music and 
lhe interpretation was- rather 
dry. Wolfram's talent grows 
when ploying the more heady 
and expressive Chopin noc- 
turnes. shines when execut- 
ing (he brilliant twisting pass- 
ages of Liszt's a Mcpliistn 
Waltz but truly comes into its 
own when riding the heights 
and depths of dramatic narra- ' 
live music such as the Wan- 
derer. 

The programme was a delib- 
erate compilation of contrust- 
iiig pieces moving to a clima- 
tic end. 

Although some members of 
the audience may have found 
(ho emphasis on the dramatic 
V iw,e JnlUUng most found 
the performance thrilling and 
energising. A programme of 
romantic and classical pieces 
is orten required on lour but 
woirram has also made ex--' 
curs ions into works of. mod- 
ern classics : by Bdrtok. Hinde- - 
mllh, Stockhausen and Sliin- 
mermap and when not per- 
lormi ag v he likes to listen to 
American jazz. s 


2? DECEMBER 






society 

Living in 
the past 


Visiims to (lie liny village of 
Mor well ham. on England's Dc- 
von coa si. nuy well Lhink i he v 
have stepped hick a century in 
lime lor life goes on there as il 
did in the mid IMlh century. 

In the early I ^ ill century Mor- 
we Ilham was a major industrial 
site unit extensive mining of (in. 
copper and manganese went on 
in the area. The mining turned 
Morwe Ilham into a major port. 

The town lie gun to decline in 
the IK60‘sundby 1900 was vir- 
tually dosed. 

Now Morwe Ilham' has been 
restored as a '‘living history'' 



The Salims, our 
neighbours 


the village shop at Mor well ham 

project. Shops and cottages have 
been cleaned and repaired and 
the town now has u cooper (a 
barrel maker) a blacksmith and 
un assaycr (a chemist) who work 
exactly as their 19th century 
counterparts did. 


Morwcllham is now a tourist 
attraction but it is also a locus of 
great interest for people in the 
nearby towns. It is an entertain- 
ment and an enlightening de- 
monstration of social and indus- 
trial history. (LPS) 


By Ahmad A! Ananl 

Special to The Star 

TO US ihe Salims were mere ac- 
quaintances. Vet we were all fa- 
scinated by the traditions they 
kept which made them so near to 
the hearts of their neighbours. 

Abdullah Salim was the head 
of the family. I once noticed him 
talking to my uncle Khalid and 
truly. I admired his way or 
speech. I thought he used just as 
many words as were necessary to 
make himself understood and he 
spoke to the point. He was 
dressed in a white summer 
“thobe” and although he bore 
no signs of wealth yet I knew he 
was quite satisfied with his lot. 


In Jordan, “AhlanWa Sahlan” 
is more than a greeting. 

Ilka way of life! 



What "Ahlan Wa 
Sahlan" means de- 
pends on where you 
are. Too often, it means 
1 little more than "good 
day." 

But in Iordan, it al- 
ways means what it 
says: "welcome, twice 
welcome," 

Ask a Jordanian for 
directions-to our 
breathtakingly modern 
business centers, our 
ancient treasures and 
souks and he will hap- 
pily be your guide. 

Because a Jordanian 
regards a visitor as an 
honoured guest in his 
home. 

So strong is our tradi- 
tion of hospitality that it 
begins even before you 
arrive-when you fly 
Alla, the. progressive 
airline of Jordan.. 

' No matter which 
class you fly on Alia, 
you can be sure of first 
class treatment. From 
flight attendants, who 
make you feel comfort- 
, able, to a schedule 
planned especially for 
travelers to and from 
the Middle East. 

Come to Iordan with 
Alia. Our people have 
treated Caesars and 
Pharaohs like royalty. 
We can do no less for 


.. .. , 

1 «* n <wtio n 

to the Middle East. 


■ - — to tne Middle East. . 
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There had been no chance for 
me to know Faddah Salim the 
wife of Abdullah, bui my uncle's 
wife Aziza always paid high tri- 
bute lo her noble character, de- 
scribing her as honesi. reserved 
considerate and blessed with a 
sense of humour. 

Yel. Aziza would sometimes 
suggest that Faddha Saliri was a 
woman yearning for a better life. 

Aziza would talk to my mother 
and, sitting nearby in our small 
house. I couldn't help overhear- 


pioneering secretary 
receives recognition 


living 


By Kathy Kaklsh 

Star Staff Writer 

Catherine Khouri knew that 
her 35 years of dedicated 
wr k at the British Council 
was appreciated, but she was 
still surprised and thrilled 
when she received an MBE 
(Member of the British Em- 
pire) award recently. 

Back in 1948 Catherine be- 
came the first woman in Jordan 
L hold an office job when she 


. : . .. . .. — r .; sjiionoiu an 

mg what the ladies said. My un- ^ too )t B temporary secretarial job 
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cle's wife expressed some grief 
because the Salims had started to 
lose their peace at home. The 
reason was simply “the Gulf”. 

This Gulf comprising Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Qatar, the Emirates 
and Oman was becoming a mixed 
blessing for other Arab coun- 
tries. There is no doubt that 
some citizens of Western Ara- 
bia, Syrians. Lebanese. Pales- 
tinian and Egyptians, did earn 
fabulous wealth. These individ- 
uals however are few and the 
majority were in private busi- 
ness. Some of them worked on 
their own and others in partner- 
ship with Gulf residents. 

With their income rising so 
greatly those western Arabs be- 
gan to spend luxuriously on all 
sorts of consumer goods. 

Up to the eighties it whs poss- 
ible for their countrymen living 
with them as expatriates lo imit- 
ate them in almost all luxurious 
appearances. Junior government 
officials felt the pinch a little but 
the moderate level of prices up lo 
about 1978 made that imitation 
possible. 

Later, salaries started to dwin- 
dle in comparison to prices but 
not before the Arab workers had 
had the chance to pay annual vi- 
sits to their relatives overloaded 
with luxury commodities. 

At first Faddha Salim resisted 
the lure of these consumer goods 
(hat had made the life of many 
visiting expatriates so colourful. 
Then curiosity led her to peep 
into the life of these privileged 
summer visitors. She could not 
resist the temptation or all tne 
electrical implements brought by 
a neighbouring relative. 

Ah, if Faddha only had a son 
of an age to seize one of the op- 
portunities in Dubai. But then, 
why not get her daughters mar- 
ried to two of those lucky i chaps 
who come back from the Gulf in 
those luxurious cars? 

My uncle's wife Aziza, on 
reaching this point in her si y 
sighed deeply then continued, 
“she overpowered her , e 
daughters by most 
words on the ugliness o/ poverty 
and the two wretched girls, M 
only I 6 and 1 7 years were i mar 
ried hastily to two broth^rs 
whose appearance mightmaKe 
you believe they held key P° 
itions in the Gulf. ” 

Faddha and Salim thus gained 
access to some of the luX1 J l0 
the Gulf, but the price proved 
be terribly high. 

After a tiiqp the garage man 
lost his job. By now each m® 
had a son and their 
money increased. A* 
against their wills, the [J a 
found themselves involved m # 
vide ring. ■ 

•One black morning the Salim 

received a cable from haC j 
daughters whose husbands 
been sentenced to three ye 
imprisonment. The Salims 
the quarter and nobody** 1 w 
anything about them. The 
consumerism had destroyed y® 
another family. 


wib the British Council. Cather- 
ine lived in Jerusalem but was vi- 
siting her sister in Amman when 
ihe war began. She found her- 
self unable to return- lo Jer- 
usalem and, as she says “My 
temporary two- week job lasted 
for 33 years.” 

Fortunately for Catherine, her 
early life had prepared her well 
foe her pioneering job in Jordan. 

She was born in Pelrograd, 
bow Leningrad, where her scho- 
lar father was carrying on his 
ilodies in theology. Her family 
moved back to Jerusalem when 
ihe was a baby but by the time 
ibe was old enough to attend 
school, the only language she 
knew was Russian because that 
was the language spoken at 
home. However she easily 
picked up her Arabic when she 
mended the St. Joseph School 
and then the Jerusalem Girls 
College. 

Her father, who was then a 
school principal, was not satis- 
fied with the idea of having his 
five children mastering only two 
languages. He made sure that 
ihey learned English and French 
■WMl and the children were 
«no encouraged to pick up 
«<«, (he language their 
wther spoke since she was half 

GfttL 

Energetic 

When she was not Indulging in 
Wang from the wide selection 
w books in her father’s library, 
wuionne spent her free time 
wrgetlcally taking part in tour- 
“®ants and playing squash and 
{Wins. Sho took lessons in class 



Cathertne_Khoury receives the MBE from British Ambassador 
Alan Urwlck. 


who, on their pert, were not 
used to dealing with a woman 
holding an administrative job. 
“This ill-ease was soon dis- 
solved as people came eagerly to 
learn and students came by the 
dozens to sit for their GCE ex- 
ams,” she says. 

In these early days Catherine 
was actually much more than a 
secretary. Her responsibilities 
grew simultaneously with the ex- 
panding activities of the British 
Council until finally she was^ li- 
brarian, accountant and scholar- 
ships and educational inquiries 
officers all at once and all under 
the title of personal assistant. 

Up lo 1981, she held the pos- 
ition of personal assistant for 1 1 
British Council representatives. 
When the Direct Teaohlng or 
English ( DTE) Section was 
opened at the council, Catherine 
accepted to be its administrative 
officer, the position which she 
still holds today. 

She has been through difficult 
situations as well as pleasant 
moments In her time with the 
British Council. 

Her most frightening exper- 
ience was in 19 58 when a bomb 
exploded in the library. It was at 


P dancing and the piano and the end of the afternoon shift, 
S kd a life-long interest in while she was on duty at the libr- 

■“kt. opera and classical music, ary desk. A university student 

*Mso rode horses, and was refused her offer to return the 
f Ihe first to open the door book to the shelf herself and, as 
politer Arab girls to participate he returned the book he took out 
®snoh an activity. 

aSS“^ n ® , t I career at the Bri- 
had rather unspecta- 
^.r^paing. She started her. 
jrotarial Job in a small attic 

fw her^ 61 Served her as a desk 
hek exe 
Jf and d 


typewriter. She did not 
im an C A X ^ cl8fl , f °r she had to jog 
finS*” If 1 ? stairs to use the 
Uu^° tte which was 1c 
8round floor. 

■**« th at. at the 

(id* ihlbeAt'™? not efl sy he- 
■ ^ lo deal with people 


a pencil gelignite and planted it 
in the library. 

Several minutes after he had 
left, Catherine was surprised by 
a sudden noise. She threw her- 
self under the desk but her arm 
and leg were injured by flying 


Once she was sure that no-one 
else was injured, she headed 
straight to a pharmacy to have 
the fragments of glass cleaned 
out of her wounds, a job which 
took a full week. 


As for the pleasant moments, 
Catherine met several important 
personalities who visited the 
council, among whom were the 
Duke and Duchesk or Gloucester. 

Another surprise came her way 
in 1977, when a team from Jor- 
dan Television came to her office 
to ask her questions for a special 
programme on secretaries. Her 
camera- fright increased as she 
felt uncomfortable about not be- 
ing fully prepared for such an 
interview, but, being used to 
working under stress, she man- 
aged to cope. She was happy to 
encourage secretaries in their 
work because even in 1 97 7 wom- 
en were still not very common in 
administrative jobs. One of the 
several changes Catherine has 
noticed during her time in Jordan 
is that women are no longer 
looked down upon for working in 
occupations other than teaching, 
such as office jobs. 

"Nowadays, women are stand- 
ing up for themselves and even 
pregnant women go on working 
for as long as they can,” she 
comments. Catherine also be- 
lieves that people are more inter- 
ested in music and reading now 
than (hey were in the fifties. 

• ‘ Whether they are influenced by 
the West, I really can’t say,” 
she says. “But people are more 
educated and are opened up to 
the world by going abroad.” 

Catherine is planning to retire 
at the end of this month and she 
intends to fill up her lime by 
playing her piano, reading, at- 
tending concerts and touring 
abroad. But she knows that these 
activities will not be enough and 
she hopes to find a part-time job 
teaching English, French or even 
Russian. 

* 1 1 feel sorry to leave the Bri- 
tish Council because it is now. 
part of my life and I’m attached 
to it,” she says. “Starling a 
new and detached life will be qu- 
ite difficult.” 


Choc 0 i a t e angel pie 

tagriedients 


Chefs 

Corner 


^whites; 

• 5 ^ cream ° f tflrtar 

, rooS^ castorsi, 8 ,r • 

‘ 1 drRk choeo, «e 

■1 ffS?' Chop ^ Walnuts 


Method 

: sssrr - l ^ ^ <*. 

• TufnTh^mTringu^ into a buttered pie-plate and mak? a nest shape, 
building up the sides 

• Bake In a slow oven, 3Q0F for an hour, cool ■ 

• Combine the chocolate and coffee in a pan and melt overa low heat 

• Cool the mixture 

• Whip the cream and fold into the melted chocolate 

• Pile into the merinaue shell and chill for two hours 
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Belted up yet? 

Have you l<c] ted up yet? Or lo put il another way — are you 
using the safety seatbelts in your car whenever you go out for 
a drive, even n short one? 

Now that (his traffic ruguJaliun requiring that we ail use the 
safety belts in our cars or have them installed if they weren't 
suimliird equipment with (he vehicle when you bought it. has 
conic into effect rnoM people are belling up. 

Except for u few. First there is (he person who thinks 
having the strap across liis chest mu) lap is making him un- 
comfortable. so he pulls it out and doesn’t fasten it to the 
other side of the belt. It looks like he is safely buckled down 
but he isn't. 

Or the Indy who lias n new dress and doesn't want to make 
wrinkles in it be Tore she arrlves-ut where she is headed. She 
would be better off if she had shopped around a little more 
and found a garment made of crease- resistant material. Then 
she could fasten her safety belt without worrying over her 
appearance. 

Then there are always the perverse few individuals in every 
group who will always do the opposite of what they have been 
told, even if it is just to see how long they can get away with 
it before they are caught. 

Safety seatbelts arc there for our own protection. If you' are 
in an accident they stop you from being thrown out of the car, 
either through the door that has flown opon or the worst way 
— through the front glass. 

Groups concerned with travellers' protection have done 
numerous tests which all prove that wearing seatbelts minim- 
ises the injury rale of those involved in crashes. Surely we all 
have seen those films of the dummies being thrown about 
every whichway in simulated Incidents that are filmed from 
every possible angle, from every possible speed, then 
measured and all factors analysed and presented to Iho view- 
ers. 

Yet these films, no matter how thorough they were seemed 
to have little or no effect on most people's behaviour. I wish 
some or theie people would have been with me at a plastic 
surgeons’- conference. 

A great deal of their work comes from patients whose faces 
have gone through the car windshield in road traffic ac- 
cidents. The doctors had “ before” and ' * after’ slides of 
their most outstanding cases. They must be congratulated on 
their work because H is nothing short of miraculous that they 
can take a face that resembles a plateful of minced meat and 
reconstruct it back to something normal — I think they used 
the phrase * 1 socially acceptable’ ’ . 

This Is not to mention the fact that If you are thrown out of 
your car in an accident that next thing that is most likely lo 
happen to you Is that you will be run over by another auto that 
didn't have time to stop or slow down when he saw the 
crash. 

A survey of 500 cars taken in a busy section of Amman 
prior to this new regulation showed that in only six of these 
vehicles wero the driver or bis passenger using the recom- 
mended shoulder safety strap. That is little more than one 
percent. 

Now that the police are putting a JD 15 fine on anyone 
caught not wearing a seatbelt, most of us are belting up. Does 
this imply that until now the majority of us valued our own 
safety and lives at less than that amount? 


Urgently Required 

Live- to houaeaiftbi to take care of chldlren and 
helping in house work — English and/or Arabic 
speaking or both — please contact Tel. 42307 


Jordan Welfare Lottery 

A special Issue on the New Year' s Day; First prize JD 
3hOOQ — Total prizes JD 68,160. One winning ticket 
from every seven tickets. . Feel lucky on New Year' s Day 
1984. Proceeds will go to charities. Drawing wUl tflke 
place on Jordan Television on 1 / 1 / 8.4 . 
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Perfect bliss 

I NEVER thought jt could make such a difference. All of a 
sudden my creative juices are stimulated, new ideas jump up 
in my mind and the words just put themselves down on the 
paper t so don't blame me for any of this!. I have a whole new 
outlook on life, work and the pursuit of happiness. 

Not only does the world look different-, l feel much more 
comfortable than I have done in a long time. The chills of 
winter which had started seeping into my scantily- protected 
bones huve begun to recede, und I begin to feel some relief 
from the nagging pains (lint have been bothering my poor 
back. I can sec, hear and think more clearly. What a 
tremendous break it is! 

As 1 look around the office, my fellow employees seem to 
struggle on another plane, their backs bent under heavy bur- 
dens of labour far below the empyreun realm I occupy. My 
heart nches In sympathy for them as my fingers glide across 
the keys of my typewriter, effortlessly pouring my thoughts 
onto the paper in (he warm glow of the sun. My work gels 
itself done with an case I never thought possible. 

What a great pltty that such perfect bliss can be only tem- 
porary. How sad that happiness like this can never stay, but 
comes and goes like the sunlight now hidden behind the scud- 
ding clouds. This is the tragedy of our existence' — con- 
demned to remain strangers to the ambrosia of the gods, yet 
given tantalising glimpses that only leave us with the miser- 
able knowledge of what we arc missing in our humdrum lives. 
Soon I will be condemned to return to my drab, workaday 
sphere, left with only (he memory of what life can be. 

Out for now. let inc glory in the feeling of what might have 
been. If only... if only.... life is so full of “ifs", and our 
dreams, hopes and aspirations fall forever so far short of 
realisation that it*s pointless even to dream. Such elysian 
pleasures were just not meant for ordinary human beings like 
me. 

Already the darkness is beginning to creep up on me. My 
fingers are growing cold; the sun has ensconced itself per- 
manently behind a blanket of clouds- The ideas will not come 
any longer, arid 1 must go back to my cold comer. 

But still I will be le Tt with a memory of joy and wonder, a 
warm corner that will slay In my heart and keep me alive. 1 
will return to my labours secure in the knowledge that some- 
where up there is the place that I once occupied, and to which 
I may one day return. 1 will be kept content for the rest of my 
life by the knowledge of what it’s like, sitting in The Boss's 
Chair. 


Ballet 

The French Cultural Centre presents the contemporary dance 
company ‘‘Le Theatre du Silence' ’ 

Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 December at 8.00 pm (Pro- 
gramme I) 

Thursday 29 December at 8.00 pm ( Programme 2) , 

At the Royal Cultural Centre 

Concert • 

The Jordanian cock group “Suede* ’ will be in concert at the 
Palace of Culture, Sports City on Thursday 29 December at 
6.00 p.m. 

Ail proceeds from tho concert will go to charity. ; 

Lecture . 

; The American Centre presents a slide lecture “ New Dtscov- 
;> * tries' at Ain CUuikaV * by Dr Gary Rollefson of Y&rmouk Unlv- 
ersity. 

Dr. Rollefson Will. discuss the discoveries made at Ain .Gha* 
£ftl during the past season, including the find 
of some of the oldest statues in the world. 1 
: Wednesday 28 December at 7.00 pmJ 

Exhibition 

Hie Alla Art Gallery presents tin exhibition of recent paint- 
ings by Yussef Husseiny . 

Continues until Monday 26 December. 

“The Orientalists'’, an exhibition of and early 20th 
, century paintings, continues at the Alla Ait Gallery until the 
end of December. 
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Children at the Pakistani Embassy celebration of the Prophet Mohammad’ s birthday. 

Embassy celebrates feast 


• Pakistani Ambassador Ehsan 
Rashid and Mrs Rashid marked 
the occasion of the Prophet Mo- 
hammad's birthday on Saturday 
with a special celebration at the 
embassy. 

The celebration began with a 
reading from the Qur'an. This 
was followed by the singing of 
hymns, first by a group of small 
girls and then by three Sheikhs 
representing the Ministry of Aw- 

? af. Speeches were given by 
rofessor of Medicine at the Un- 
iversity or Jordan. Dr. Alvl 
and Professor Rashid. 

When the formal activities 
were finished, the guests were 
invited, in Arabic and Urdu, to 
enjoy tea and snacks in the Em- 
bassy garden. 

Many members of the Pakis- 
tani Women’s Association in- 
cluding general secretary Mrs 
Falroz Slddlqul, treasurer Mrs 
Farat Uhflz, vice-president Mrs 
Talat BhatU, and joint secretary 
Mrs Shehaaz Mlnhas were there. 

Mrs Rashid, who is president 
of the association, and Mrs Sid- 
diqui told The Star that they are 
hoping to arrange a much bigger 
celebration for next year. They 
hope to invite Muslims of differ- 
ent nationalities to show how--* 
they celebrate the Prophet’s - • 
birthday in their own country. 

The primary school of the Isla- 
mic College had its celebrations 
loo. The children sang religious 
songs and then presented a de- ' • 
lifehlCul play about the life of the ■ 
Prophet and his victory over the 
Byzantine Empire. 

School headmistress Mrs Da* d 
Rtfat Totah then gave a speech- 
in which she urged parents to 
provide proper Islamic guidance 
■ for their children. 

• 'The. Marriott Hotel is carrying 
on its tradition of high quality 
bands with the addition to their 
. entertainment programme of 
; “Rotor” — a six piece band 
. front Poland hat rocks through 
:the evening irfth a selection of 
well’ known oils, old and new 
.and a middle )f the road medley 
of Santana mbslc, Ponna Sum- 
; mer, ’ Police, David * Bowie , and 
• Fire', 


“Let the good vibes get stron- 
ger" they sing and indeed they 
do as the atmosphere they gener- 
ate is infectious and energising. 

A pleasant, well balanced sound, 
never paced frantically and al- 
ways handled confidently, gives 
old and rather tired tunes such as 
feelings a new flavour and inter- 
est. The feet lapping, irrestible 
rhythms sends dancers to the 
floor as the parents of four year 
old Reem Ahmed Al Goranl dis- 
covered as their little daughter 
expertly twisted and twirled like 
any accomplished disco dancer to 
almost every song to the early 
hours of the morning. 

The members of Rotor, a 
newly formed band six months of 
age are not newcomers to Jordan 


sic on the quieter side they can 
slip into (he Al Watima restau- 
rant where Elizabeth Radziejow- 
ska plays an unusual mixture of 
classical pieces. Strauss waltzes 
and Broadway hits. 

Elizabeth trained for five years 
at the Warsaw Conservatoire but 
she not only worked hard at be- 
coming a fine pianist but also 
found time to train as a sound 
engineer. A keen traveller, she 
has been fortunate to mix work 
with pleasure having toured Eu- 
rope as a solo classical pianist, 
she is visiting Jordan and the 
Middle East for the first time in 
this restaurant venue. 


• Eighteen 
bassadors” 


• * * * 

“international am- 
of the Friendship 



Polish band 1 * Rotor' * 

or the Middle East. Eva worked 
for three years with Gramina, 
after being discovered by their 
mamager singing Happy Birthday 
in a coffee bar. She has also 
LP.s In Poland and worked in 
Amman, Damascus and Beirut. 
Guitarist Lech was recently at 
the Marrlot With Portrait. 

Eva and husband bandleader 
Andrei who plays bass gpitar de- 
cided to form their own orches- 
tra on their return to Poland af- 
ter Eva’s last tour. Teaming up 
with- another married couple 
Anna the lead singer and Adam 


Suede in concert at Sports City 


« Suede- Jordan's own rock 
group will be performing on Ihe 
I nighl of 29 December at the Pa- 
lace of Culture, spicing up the 
Christmas holiday for its eager 
teenage audience. 

The band usually consists of 
three young men; Nasser Sharaf 
(17) on lead guitar. Farts Sharaf 
||3) on bass, and Nart Badran. 
who will be replaced by AJi Eed 
only for this coming concert, on 
Ihe drums. 

The group started five years 
ijo at (he suggestion of Nart. 
and since then it held more than 
•JO concerts. Nasser, who is 
j linking of pursuing a music 
* career on a professional level. 
«ys that “Jordan needs a more 
jdive music scene, something 
which is lacking at the moment 
topilc the eagerness of so many 
people. “ He adds that even 
ibough they do not have a very 
tig following yet. “people are 
slowly beginning to identify with 
rock." 


Suede writes its own music, 
tut is influenced by such world 


famous groups like The Who 
Pink Floyd and Led Zeplin, 

Although the group is into the 
rock scene. Nasser believes ihai 
“any government encouragem- 
ent of. music should be directed 
first towards the Arabic sound 
which is indigenous to our cul- 
ture” He adds, though, that to 
him “music is international 
without any narrow national 
identity. *’ 

The group has raised an im- 
pressive amounts or money from 
its concert performances, and its 
policy has always been to donate 
it to different charities. Nasser 
explains that “there arc many 
charity organizations which need 
financial help, and we arc more 
than happy to contribute in our 
own way." The proceeds from 
next Thursday’s concert will go 
to the Organization of Social So- 
lidarity. 

• But if archaeology is more your 
scene you can go along to the 
American Centre on Wednesday. 


Vlded 


. . Who plays drums, and a former 

' . ;The, Marriott whitjj looks for. - electrician Zblgnev who not only 
goodlooking classy bands ' to per- plays keyboards but sings com- 

form ]n ili Al Rababa Night Club' patently, (hey established Rotor 
1 are Well ‘ pleased with Ihls pb?- .and took their first venue at the 
lUhed .and entertaining group- Yacht Club in, Baghdad before 
wpb pldoe as much importance coming to Jordan, ' • , 


I The American Centre presents tbe video serlCs “Allstah j 

.. iCooRe’s America'* ^ 

! Mondays at 4.00 pm and 7; 00 pm. ■ >*• 


iCh 'Wrltfes h 1 * own 
oup perform what 
hear concentrating 


1 1 i ' ■ • .j * 
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Force, a people to people «; 
change based in Atlanta, . 
gia, were in Jordan for • **•[; 
visit recently. The gro p whQ . 
members in parts of the * 
host visitors from oihcr co 

tries and also go overseas on 

sits. 

State Se nator Hal /} STrfS 
and his wife Judy ^d the JO^ 

nian segment of thetourjvn ^ 

also included a horaesw • 

Hal H n^erman could pay 
a very brief visit hem as “ c ncW; 
to return to the US for m ^ 

legislative session. But on 

evening Judy Zimmer ma 
a dinner for Jordanian 
she has met on previous - 
here. •. 

Guests included Be«^ lbe tj 
bl>* H« S bfm,Falih 
hhd family, and Mf m<h;! 

hadeh with his ^fe, 
him mad and daught . 

They were joined af ler an ^. 
by Nabih Jouzl and faig 
by Bill Burns and Ann Ailfl - 

of the. US Embassy .. 

husband Tom Baugnma®* . . s 
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Under The Patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess Wijdan A li 

The Royal Cultural Centre 

In cooperation with 

The Embassy or the Republic of r 
France r 

present h 

BALLET fe 

THEATRE DU SILENCE % 

In two separate dance programme pH 

Tuesday 27th December 8 p.m. fe 

.GALA Programme 

.Wednesday 28th December 8 p.m. | 
•Programme l. 

Thursday 29th December 8 p.m. pf* 

Programme 2. 

Tickets JD 4. - available from: 
.(he . Royal Cultural Centre. 
Tel. 661026. 


[To advertise in this space s 

call 667177, 8, 9. 

The Jerusalem Star 
advertising section 
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-8 December and hear Dr. Gary 
Rollefson of Varinouk University 
talking about the latest discov- 
eries at Ain Ghazal. 

The discovery of a number of 
primitive plaster figures at Ain 
Ghazal during the summer has 
caused quite a stir and not only 
in the world of archaeology. 

In an article by Eric Pace «m 
29 November, the New York 
Times devoted a lot of space to a 
discussion of the significance of 
the find. 

Ralph S. Soleckl, u professor 
of anthropology at Columbia Un- 
iversity described them as “pro- 
bably the largest und best- 


preserved collection of almost 
It le- sized studies found in the 
Middle East or anywhere from 
that period or earlier “ 

Professor Andrew M.T. Moore 
of Yale said “They are remark- 
able examples of symbolic repre- 
sentations from .in curly farming 
community '[ hey expand consid- 
erably the information we have 
about the arl of these people.'* 

And on Wednesday you can 
hear more about the statues from 
the man who led the team that 
found them. 


• Swiss Ambassador to Jordan 
Andre Ixmis Vallun und Mrs 


people 


Valtou gave a dinner party this 
week to mark the intensification 
■ »f the relations between Swiss 
humanitarian aid and the Al- 
Hussein Society for the Rehabili- 
tation of the Physically Handi- 
capped. 

Guests of Honour were His 
Royal Highness Prince Ra'd and 
Her Highness Princess Msjda. 
Three ministers and other high 
ranking officials as well as the 
ambassadors of five countries at- 
tended the dinner. 

* * * • • 

• English bride- to- be Belinda 
Downes had a very surprising 
surprise party Iasi Saturday when 
Cynthia Slopforth got together 
with some American friends tn 
give her a “Bridal Shower.” 
something she and her mother. 
Mrs Susan lfcmncx, had never 
heard of before. 



ALIA ART GALLERY 

(LJIx 

Presents 


An Exhibition of Paintings 


By 


YUSSEF HUSSEINY 


From 20 • 26 December 1983. 


Hi Alia Art Gallery • Shmelsnnl 

fell J 
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I - Father: Well, my son, did you help 
wash the dishes? 

Kid: Yes Dadg 
Father: And dried I hem? 

Kid: Yes Dad, and I swept up the 
broken bits. 


2- Mother; Now Sally, don’t you 
know you are not supposed to cat-with 
your knife? 

Sally: Yes Mother, but my fork leaks. 


3 - Hickory, dlckory and dock 
Jhrce mice ran up the clock 
The clock struck one. . . 

And the other two got away with ml nor 
Injuries. 


4- Why did the policeman cry? 
-Because he couldn't take his panda 
to bed 


Jennifer Zureikat sent these jokes to 
Star Kids this week. Jennifer is II 
years old and joins the CMS. Thank 
you very much Jennifer for your nice 
contribution. 





•’Donald Duck” is angry for some reason. 
Nobody knows the reason except Manal Seifeddin 
Sharabati who sent this sketch to 4 ‘Star Kids 41 , 
Thank you Manal. 




An Eskimo family in their igloo 


What is an igloo? 

AN IGLOO is a hut constructed by the Eskimo Indians 
for their winter quarters. There Is no wood obtainable 
In vast stretches of their country (which lies to the 
extreme north of America; they also inhabit the shores 
of Greenland) , and they make use of snow — the only 
building material available. 

The Eskimo digs a trench In a freshly- fallen snow- 
drift and then proceeds to cut out blocks with his bone 
knife. These blocks are slightly curved, and he arran- 
ges them so as to form a beehive- shaped hut, filling up 
the crevices and cracks with loose snow. So expert are 
the Eskimos that a small house can be built In a couple 
of hours. Then the door opening Is plugged with skins 
and a blubber-oil lamp Is lit so that the Inside surface 
of the hut melts slightly. 

At the right moment the skins are removed from the 
doorway and the cold air outside rushes In and a coat- 
ing of Ice forms on the walls. In a little while the 
entire structure becomes solid Ice, and the. Igloo Is so 
strong that the dome- shaped roof will bear the weight 
of a hungry polar bear If It comes sniffing round In 
search of food. 

Lastly, when * 4 beds* * have been Installed — these 
are platforms of snow — the house Is ready for occupa- 
tion, and though we should find the absence of 
tlon very trying, the Eskimos are quite contented wlto 
their snug but stuffy winter homes. 

Sabah 


The Lumberman 

Lutfl, the lumberman, was very much willing to Im- 
prove bis family’s standard of living. He even decided 
to gather and chop wood from a different place so that 
he might gather more wood and then earn more money. 

THE SUN began to show its face. The Lutfi suddenly woke up to find him- 
forost.. creatures began to stir and the self in a dark and unfamiliar place, 
twiuers of the buds began to break 'He was shocked when he remembered 
the silence of the forest. Workers where he was and got up in a hurry to 
opened their workshops in the vill- gather as much wood as he could be- 
ages, labourers began their jobs and fore it became dark. He chopped and 
housewives began their morning chopped wood so fast that his muscles 
chores. were aching, The darkness caught 

But Lutfl kept walking as If in a him by surprise and he realized that it 
dream. He realized that he wasTired was impossible for him to stay In the 
when he felt the heat of the- sun on forest, so he tied the wood he ga- 
his back. Then he saw a forest and tbered together and began his iournev 
decided to rest for a while, As he sat back home. J • 

under a tree that gave off some sb- ■ ■ ■ ! 1 ’ 

adef he thought of how he had beeh a 
lumberman for 1 5 years, and now his 
youngest child was three, yeats old. 

He thbught that if he could take half 
an. hour restj he would regain his 
strength to do a good job. Unfortu 


At home, Lutfi’s. wife and children 
were very worried about their father 
who had never been so late coming 
home from the forest. Khaled, the 
eldest, pul on his warmest clothes 
and decided 1 to go and search for his 


nately, his oyes^ began to drop and he - father. His jnblher was afraid to let 
was .so tired of walking that : he fell him out because she knew that any- 
Into ft deep slumber. He dreamt of the one could get lost in the forest rat 
maiiy things lie wished to accomplish night. She took Khaled by his hand 
in his- life. He saw brand new shirts, and said, /..“Khaled, your father 
pairs of trousers and shoes of all cpi- knows the fordst better than' you. His 
ours his children would put on. He 15 yea rs of' expertence taught him 
saw .a well? furnished big house arid how to survive in- tHedark arid' the 
this -was | his house. Hts wife had a dangerous forest.- He: knows what to 
beautiful dress on ; and was smiling do,. but you/do hOt. You wiil get iost 
While; waiting for him. to come hQ.me* ‘ as soon'aS you- enter that’ forest. Stay 
In the dining room, there was a meal here lirttil it 'is riiarriirte,. if your; father 
on the table that seemed to ■ be * * — '■* .»* u* 

feast.-, . . 


a does not s ho w up - bv> tpoaV ! the 1 , v iiiag - 
ors will help: us to look ’ - 
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By Henry Arnold 


Wi-i-k commencing 22 IX-t-i-mliir, |9#J 



CAPRICORN — December 21 st to January 1 9th 

^ ou coiil J be Ice liny lightly depiesseil Juruu this 
coming week, because where roniHiice i% coiilu ned 
•here could be jusi u link- tension in the an h is e.\- 
/ • re mcly important lor you lo tty 10 remember tli.ii no 
Of matter how successful you may be. you should have 
someone near to you who can share that success with 
you. This way, you will be able to get the most uui of it. 

AQUARIUS — January 20th to February 18th 

, This coming week should start off on a much happier 
note. There are indications of your changing vour work, 
much more to your advantage. A relative or close friend 
who possesses a very good personality should prove to he 
a tremendous help to you during this week, especially ir 
you listen to reason and follow their advice. Towards the 
end of the week, a small windfall could conic your way. 


PISCES — February 1 9th to March 20th l 

_ All the portents urc (hat you could fi nd yourself doing ' 

W iV l two jobs during this coming week, one of which is your 

I ) normal everyday work, and the other you could find 

\ *y !. yourself doing privalcly for a friend. The latter could 

t&- make you a little extra cash. You would be well advised to 

lake my advice and not let it lake up too much of yuur 
spare time, otherwise you could find yourself in trouble 
with someone near to vou. 


ARIES — March 21st to April 20th 

During this coming week, you should be prepared 10 be ' 
able to battle on behalf of other people around you. This 
is a little unusual, because whilst you would be the first 
to help others, and would be willing to do so, you do at 
times put yourself first. Where your financial position is 
concerned, matters appear to be easing quite consider- 
ably for you now. 


TAURUS — April 21st to May 20tb 

During this coming week, the indications are that there 
could be some talk of a change of residence in your 
family, but nothing definite as yet. One person who is 
very close to you should prove to be a really good post for 
you to lean on. and this should prove to you that any 
doubts which you may have had about them were com- 
pletely groundless. 





CANCER — June 21st to July 21st 
I hi-, is a week when h> t .iking 1 lie imlMiivc. uui could 

I conic llglil tilll on t«ip At Wvnk. V t»u Would do well In 
have patience, either with someone with wlirun you work 
very closely, or a superior. K-cause their nerves nuy he 
had. which m turn, will make 1 he 111 iiist a little snappy 
At home, you can expect to have ciditM builders or work- 
men around mid-week Ke pairs which you may have pul 
off for a while could now have lo be done urgently. 


LEO — July 22nd to August 21st 

K>u really can expect a good week ahead for you. parti- 
cularly where yuur social activities are concerned You 
could he doing quite a lot of home entertaining as well as 
being entertained yourself 111 an extremely plen.sani way. 
Where your domes tic life is concerned, you may find ihui 
you have louse all yuur patience, for there could well he 
moments when you may think that something is going on 
behind yuur hack . hut this will not be true. 


VIRGO — August 22nd to September 21st 

You will realize that just as long us you continue at a 
steady space, most at fans will go very well I or you. 
Where health matters are concerned, some of you may 
not he feeling at your absolute lx:st during this week. You 
have an extremely good constitution ami uic able to 
throw off ailments more quickly than others. You shuiild 
be feeling very pleased by the f.ici that you aie being 
shown much more respect. 


LIBRA — September 22nd to October 22ntf 

All (he indications are for an extremely prosperous 
week ahead for most or you, just as long as you remem- 
ber to do one job at a lime. However, (here is one slight 
warning — you or a member of your Immcdiaic family 
may have 10 watch out for some slight ailment. Hoxvcver. 
this will not be in any way serious. Romance could take n 
(urn very much for the better now. and you should be 
feeling very happy in this direction. 


SCORPIO — October 23rd to November 21st 

Try to remember that this is an extremely good week 
for you to bring out quite openly any ideas which you may 
have in mind. They should be received with u great deal 
of interest. A person who is close to you could be rather 
worried over a personal problem. This will not be as seri- 
ous as they had at first thought, and they will quickly get 
over il. This will be a week which will increase your 
self-confidence more than for quite sonic time past. 








Thursday 22 December 

Birthday Greetings lo You. There are sonic very strong 
signs of travel in store for you. and you would be very well 
advised to lake the opportunity if presented to you. However 
It would be wise to take the advice of an experienced person 
in travelling before making any definite arrangements in this 
direction. 

In your working life, there could be some slight jealously 
coming from the direction of a close colleague. Don’t worry 
about this, as it will soon pass, and leave no consequences 

Both in the social field, and also romantically, there are 
some wonderful surprises ahead of you. A new person you 
meet will, before very long, become a very close friend. 


Mday 23 December 

Birthday Greetings to You. On the whole, the coming year 
should be a very progressive one for you. In the summer, a 
chance meeting with an old friend could put you on the track 
of a means of increasing your financial status. Although this 
may take some while, it should definitely pay dividends in 
•he long run. 

Travel may play quite a large part in your .life during the 
coming twelve months. You could find yourself having to 
•flake short, but frequent trips, possibly in connection with 
yoiir business. Also, your holiday this coming year could in- 
clude quite a considerable amount of travelling. 


Saturday 24 December 

' Birthday Greetings to You. Where financial matters are 
. concerned, a small windfall could come your way around mid- 
' 5 Prmg. Someone may try to persuade you to enter into a wild 
myestmeht. but you would do welt to guard against this, as 
*>“1 could find that you have set yourself back a little. 

• j'Vbere social activities are; concerned, there is much to 
forward to during this coming year, including a new 
sporting activity which will lake up quite a lot of your 
.Be spring and early summer. A hobby which you have bee 
■ 8 Ver Y hard on could surprisingly bring in some extra 
.cash;. • • 

I!« re are strong signs of wedding bells towards the : Sep* 
,{1etnber tp October^period for Jhp eligible ones amongst you. 




Sunday 25 December 

Birthday Greetings lo You. 
The year ahead looks like 
providing you with consider- 
able chances to travel, and 
you should not turn down any 
offers in this respect, as 
(here Is financial gain at the 
,end of il for you. Around the 
middle of May. you should be- 
ware of a speculation (hat 
someone will try and involve 
you in. 

. Romance figures strongly 
for the eligible ones amongst 
you. Someone you never 
thought would be Interested In 
you could reveal their true 
feelings for you. More social 
activity than in recent years is 
Indicated for you. 

Where finances are 
concerned, things should go 
quite well for you during this 
coming year. You should 
receive a lump sum of money 
around the middle of April. 
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Monday 26 December 


Birthday Greetings lo You. Where finances arc concerned, 
you could receive a very unexpected lump sum of money 
within the next ten weeks. However, you must not be 
tempted to spend rashly or without careful thought. 


Family problems couJd cause you just n little anxiety for (he 
next two months, but by the middle of March, tilings should 
straighten out. and then you will have a much more peaceful 
and happy time. 

Where your health is concerned, a few little ailments 
which you may huve been suffering from will disappear from 
nowon. and by your next birthday, you should be feeling 1 00 
per cent fit 


Tuesday 21 December 

Birthday Greetings to You. You can look forward to a year 
full of pleasant surprises and opportunities, with progress in 
all respects. The only thing to guard against is complacency 
once everything is running smoothly. This is no time to stop 
making an effort — on the contrary, you must strive a little 
more all the time. 

A domestic problem involving an elderly person could 
worry you a little towards the end of May. but within a very 
short space or limp, a solution to this should present itself to 
you. giving you great peace of mind. . 

Where social activities arc concerned, life should bo gay 
and active, and you should make some good new friends. 


Wednesday 28 December 

Birthday Greetings to You, Where your career Is 
concerned, the coming year should be a most eventful ono, 
for all the hard work which you have been doing recently will' 
reap rich rewards, and you could bp offered promotion. 

Two Journeys figure prominently in your coming year. One 
which you expect to go on will be cancelled, and (he other will 
he arranged within a matter of days. The latter could well 
result in an extremely happy reunion and could have quite an 
influence on your future life. 

Finances appear to bo very good during this year. You may 
rece.ivc'a windfall around midspring, and this will enable you 
to solve an outstanding problem Hint has recently been caus- 
ing some anxiety.. 
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Answers to the Christmas Crossword 


Across 


1. Xmas. 4. Lambs. 7. Icing. 10. Sage. 12. Ebony. 14. All. 
15. Ingle. 17. Aster.-20. Extra. 21. Apse. 23. Plum pud- 
ding. 24. Trim.26. Simon. 27. Order. 28. Deer. 29. Robin. 
30. Greet. 31. Sign. 32. Showy. 37. Santa. 39. She- 
pherds^. Nears. 43. Hoar. 44. Grin. 45. Lower. 48. 
Trumpet. 52. Wagtail. 53. Acre. 55. East. 57. Present. 60. 
Season. 62. Byres. 63. Caspar. 65. Omits. 67 Ascot. 68. 
Widow. 69. Princes. 70. Robes. 72. Matey. 73. Spire. 75. 
Russia. 77. Attar. 78. Sweets. 83. Coffers. 84. Tsar. 85. 
Also. 87. Reveres. 88. Assists. 90. Lilac. 9E. Lost. 92. 
Boys. 

94. Glory. 95. Bethlehem. 99. Moses. 102. Shear. 104. 
Aria. 105. Drink. 106. Agile. 107. Arch. 108. Carol. 110. 
Elias. III. Vast. 113. Silent Nigbt. 114. Star. 115. 
Goose. L 17. Ready. 1.19. Prior. 120. Toy. 121. Prays. 
122. Asia. 123. Frank. 124. Cross. 125. Song. 


Down 


2. Messiah. 3. See. 4. Lyre. 5. Balloons. 6. Claus. 8. Chan- 
ters. 9. Gift. 10. Sex. II. Garment. 13. Brandy. 16. Le- 
mons. 1 8 . Empire. 1 9 . Adorer. 2 2 . Slei gh. 25. Raisin. 
33. Oranges. 34. Tiara. 35. Chum. 36. First. 38. New 
Year. 40. Hotel. 41. Dates. 42. Nowell. 46. Rattle. 47. 
Pies. 49. UglyBlsters. 50. Paper chains. 51. Eros. 54. 
Christmas. 56. Stockings. 58. Snowman. 59. Actress. 61. 
Aries. 64. Piece. 66. Spy. 67. Ass. 71. Parcel. 74. Frosty. 
75. Raffles. 76. Sure. 79. Even. 80. Scrooge. 81. Grace. 
82. Taste. 84. Tests. 86. Ozone. 89. Idle. 91. Lilies. 93. 
Spirit. 95. Barbican. 96. Tinsel. 97. Haggis. 98. Melchior. 
100. Orators. 101. Salver. 102. Sherry. 103. Aladdin. 
109. Stoop. 112. Turf. 114. Sips. 116. Spa. 118. Ess. 
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TV 


The holidays on the tube 

NOT ALL of us can afford to or 
even wish to spend our holidays 
at various hotels, parties and 
nightclubs dancing ,o “dS 
Christmas carols or ringing m 
the year of doublethink and the 
Thought Police. But most of us 
have a television, or access to 
one. and for many people that 
will be the accustomed activity 
silling in from of the Tube. 

With those stationary revellers 
in mind. Jordan TV has laid on a 
series of special programmes 
during the coming week. The 
centrepiece of the campaign is to 
be midnight mass telecast direct 
from Rome on Christmas Eve — 
but we’ll gel to that later. First 
there are several other specials 
to attend to. 

JTV has managed to line up all 
the special holiday programmes 
provided by foreign television 
corporations tor at least some of 
them), and will show them at the 
proper lime, this week. Thai 
doesn't mean (hat a Christmas 
programme won't pop up next 
June, or that we may not see any 
Halloween or Easter shows in 


January. But for now. we’ve gut 
the Christinas spirit ai roughly 
the right time 


Barney Miller, the sardonic 
American detective, starts off 


the fun with a special Christmas 
programme tonight (22 Decem- 
ber) at 8: JO. followed closely at 
9:10 by The Love Boat's version 
of a white Christinas. Be pre- 
pared for seasick Santas and 
other Caribbean versions of the 


usual Yuletide gewgaws 


After that, you may have 
thought there was nowhere to go 
but up. Such an impression, 
however, will have been sadly 


mistaken, as JTV still has 


another ace up its sleeve. The 
trend towards incredible shock 


may Itope to be put out of our 
misery. But the coup de grace is 


yet to come. 

ine teature mm lor Saturday 
night. 24 December, is called 
“The Girt” (1979). It stars 
Glenn For.d and Gary Frank, and 
you can't really blame it Tor hav- 
ing the Jund of story line that it 
does, i After ail. that’s what 
Christmas- season ’television 
films are for. isn’t il? The movie 
tells the slory of Peter Devlin, a 
young sailor on home leave dur- 
ing the early 1950s. 

The Him ends just before mid- 
night — ■ a perfect time for Mid- 
night Mass, you might think. But 
remember that the lime in Rome 


is one hour behind ours — 
that’s why JTV has chosen to put 

on the indiscriminately-enMica 

Classical Music Hour. In the ab- 
sence of any indication of what 
is meant in this case by ’' c * ass !' 
cal”, we shall keep a book handy 
to help fill this hour if it 
needed. 


The telecast live from Rome 
starts at 1 2-< 5 S p. m. . and fi n ■ 
shes with the end of the St. W ' * 
er’s Square proceedings at ap- 
proximately 2:20 on Christmas 
morning. Merry Christmas. 


Programme adjustments 


•For those who have been fo»* 
owing Strumpet City, the 
-Irish socio- drama: The series ' 
being finished this month wu 
an accelerated schedule I hat al- 
ready brought us the fifth ep-. 
sode on’ Wednesday, 2 1 
WM It continues with an episode 
shown as originally planned. °{* 
Friday the 23rd ; but the seventh 
and last episode will be shown 
Wednesday, 28 December at 
'9:10 p.m. 


0 
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CHRISTMAS 

CROSSWORD 


CRYPTIC CLUES 


I Noe! says it’s ten degrees (4) 

4. Strikes announced by woolly 
young things (5) 

7. Sweet white coal (5) 

10. Kind of stuffing for the Wise 
Man (4) 

|2 Blackwood, the English 
leader, gets thin (5) 

14. Bab3's first bit of vandalism 

(3) 

1 $. Mingles about (he fireplace 
(51 

17. Daisy (ears ubout ( 5) 

20. One of the film crowd (5) 

21. Some cheap seating in the 
church I 4 ) 

23. Victoria Sweet’s Christmas 
fare (4.7) 

24. Tim goes outside to decorate 

(4) 

26. The saint's a little parsi- 
monious ( 5 ) 

27. Command tidiness ( 5) 

28. Precious- sounding creature 
(4) 

2$. Chap seen on many a Christ- 
mas card ( 5) 

30. King George gets English 
and French welcome ( 5) 

31. Act as an underwriter (4) 

32. Gaudy as a pantomime? (5) 
37. Worker in the Salvation 

Army appearing as Father 
Christinas (5) 

39. They minded when they saw 
the Christmas light (9) 

4- Approaches and points out a 
listener { 5 ) 

43. Winter coat (4) 

^ , C 4 f i eShire cal s Pl easet * l° 0 k 

45. Let down the cow ( 5 ) 

4* Blasted instrument! (7) 

52. What the dog might do with 
a bird (7) 

5,1 Care about the area of land 

55- Point the Three Kings came 
from (4) 

”• Here’s a gift (7) 

The water boy’s on time (6) 

• Low!y cattleshedstS) _ 
°J. Wise Man driving round pas 
car (6) 

«. So Tun dances and skips (5) 

’ .L mac ’ P e rhaps, need'*' 1 **• 
s nusband is late (5) 

’ iM- Charles, Andrew and 
Edward (7) 

«- Unusually sober habits (5) 
(5j° k my tea t0 he friendly 

U. One pointing to heaven from 


around 


' R. ne iJ?' nl ‘ n 8 to heaven from 
, the Church (5) 

77 £™? 8ian republic (6) 

nJii( 5 ) su PP ,led by -lack at 

Bonbons that are small in 
. some ways ( 6) 

• ^Hear the cougher’s chests 

Old ruler of the arts admi- 
.. nistration { 4) 

«« *$1 as some festival 

t-.ii san 8s (4) 

1 • Unusual reserve one has 
ib 8 rea l respect for (7) 

2 * 6 ? help (7) 

Si' ij 18 time it’s musical (5) 

leH k 2 'n The SCruff y Slyboots 
, led by Peter Pan (4, 4) 

• <*rol says it shone around 

99' te! David ’s city ( 9) 

■ rophet tidying mess around 

l0 , lh ®rin g (5 ^ 

104 u . am J share out (5) 

, ■ Marian’s song (4) 
iiu Ctor ta Ring writing fluid 
10G o S r J* m ; perhaps ( 5 ) 

107 Spy Jo ? .■ in ”105” (5) 


'torn r C6. S 5) nSeI l ^ n8 * eltin 8 

December '1983 ' '. ...' 


i. A highlight of the Nativity 

(4) 

i. One getting fat as Christ- 
mas approaches (5) 

. Ed and Ray gel set ( 5) 

. Previous head of the con- 
vent (5) 

. Play pan of the panto your- 
self (3) 

. Implores Ray to pul in a l*S 

(5) 

. Area in Caucasian circle 
(4) 

. Incense him with a gin of 
the Mngi (5) 

. A sign of Christ's being an- 
gry ( 5) 

; . Carol’s boy appearing be- 
fore the godhead (41 


Down 


2. Handel’s liberator ( 7) 

3. Understand it's the bishop's 

domain ( 3 ) 

4. Instrument featured by the 
telly recently ( 4 1 

5. Toys that get blown up (8) 

6. Follower of ‘ ' 37 Across” ( 5) 

8. Hers can't upset the singers 

(5) 

9. Joe to fool the present (4) 

1 0. Could be male or female ( 3 1 

l I . Covering for a new manger 
aL last ( 7 ) 

13. Name your first drink (6) 

16. Pulped melons taste bitter 

( 6 ) 

18. Domain of a politician in Ire- 
land ( 6) 

19. A French artist’s right lobe 
a worshipper (6) 

22. Sigh about the French winter 
transport ( 6) 

25. Some praising a Christmas 
cake ingredient (6) 

33. Nag Rose to slew the fruit 
(7) 

34. Headdress that I. a rabbi, 
hold (5) 

35. See much change in a friend 
(4) 

36 and 42 Down. Number one 
< Christmas (5.6) 

38. Time of resolution (3.4) 

40. Lo! The inn may appear (5) 

4 1 . Crfv* e ryit ut>Wn ' 

46. Shake the child's toy (6) 

47. Mince dishes? (4) 

49. Sue’s gristly pudding unplea- 
sant to Cinderella (4. 7) 

50. Pinch a spa’re piece for the 
decorations (5,6) 

5 I . Rose got up as the god of 
love (4) 

54. Festival that has its charms 
(9) 

56. The present holders (9) 

58. One won’t survive the thaw 
(7) 

59. She has a part to play (7) 

61. Sign to arise, perhaps (5) 

64. A bit of peace, by the sound 

of it (5) 

66. Agent trapped by clamorous 
pyromaniacs (3) 

67. A ship’s animal (3) 

7 I . EP Carl made a packet from 
( 6 ) 

74. For a change the pen is icy 
( 6 ) 

75. Gentleman thief puts goods 
in a lottery (7) 

76. Certain to be in the treasure- 

chest (4) 

79. Flat way the snow lay round 
about ( 4 ) 

80. One haunted by Christmas 
ghosts ( 7 ) 

81. Darling girl (5) 

82: Sample some of Greta's tea- 

no If pc ( ^ | 

84. Tries the matches (5) 

86. The air’s a lightweight one 

(5) 

89. Lied about being unemployed 
(4) ’ 

91. Lisle I pattern with flowers 

(6) 

93. I strip, drunk with brandy, 
perhaps (-6) 



95. Cab Brian drove to the arts 
centre (8) 

96. It gives sparkle to Martin's 
elderberry wine (6) 

97. Crones swallowing Ameri- 
can soldier's food (6) 

98. Choir Mel arranged for the 
Wise Man (8) 


100. They talk or an alternative 
to roast-pudding (7) 

101. Presentation tray (6) 

102. Drink sounds dear to the 
French ( 6 ) 

103. Lad and 1 performing in a 
pantomime (7) 

109. Love to stop out in Bow(5) 


112. Initially takes up racing 
fillies at the (rack (4) 

114. Soft- hearted half-sister 
has a drink (4) 

116. Resort featured in a Christ- 
mas pantomime ( 3) 

II 8. A letter from the messen- 
ger ( 3) 


STRAIGHTFORWARD CLUES 


Across 


Yuletide (41 
Young sheep (5) 

Cake decoration ( 5) 

I. Herb (4) 

!. Black wood (5) 

L “--- Baba" (3) 

!. Fireside (5) 

'. Michaelmas daisy (5) 

I. Crowd actor (5) 

. Church recess ( 4 ) 

. Christmas fare (4.7) 

. Neal ( 4) 

. Saint's name ( 5) 

. Command ( 5) 

. Antlered creature (4) 

. Redbreast 15) 

. Hail (5) 

. Autograph ( 4 1 
. Ostentatious ( 5) 
and 6 Down. Father Christ- 
mas ( 5 . 5 ) 

. Flock minders ( 9) 

. Approaches (5) 

. Frost ( 4 1 
. Wide smile (4) 

. Lei down ( 5 ) 

. Wind instrument ( 7) 

. Songbird (7) 

. Area of land (4) 

. Compass point (4) 

. Give 1 7 > 

. Time of year ( 6) 

. Cattle sheds (5) 

. Bearer of frankincense (6) 

. Leaves out (5) 

. Famous racecourse (5) 

. Twankey” C5) : 

. Royal sons ( 7 ) 

. Clothes ( 5) 

. Friendly (5) 

. Pointed steeple (5) 

. Soviet Union (6) 

. Perfume (5) 

. Confectionery (6) 

. Chests ( 7>) 


. Former R»i” !o " r "'' ' ’ 

, Esteems (7) 

Helps < 7) 

Flowering shrub ( 5) 
Mislaid (4) 

Lads (4 J 
Splendour ( 5) 

Nativity location ( 9) 
Israelite Icuder (5) 

!. Clip (5) 

I. Operatic solo (4) 

>. Liquid refreshment t 5) 
». Nimble (5) 
t. Curved structure (4) 

I. Christmas song (5) 

). Hebrew prophet (5) 

. Huge 14) 

I. Popular enrol (6, 5) 
Heavenly light (4) 

Ijirge fowl ( 5) 

. Prepared t 5) 
i. Monastery head (5) 


Plaything ( 3) 
Worships t 5) 


122. Continent 14) 

123. Candid (5) 

124. Christian symbol (5) 

125. Piece of vocal music (4) 

Down 

2. Saviour ( 7) 

J. Bishop's domain (3) 

4! Plucked instrument (4) 

5. Inflatable toys (8) 

6. See ”3? Across" 

8. Singers (8) 

9. Donation ( 4) 

10. Gender (3) 

11. Item of cloLhing (7) 

13. Strong drink (6) 

16. Bitter fruits (6) 

18. Dominions (6) 

19. Worshipper (6) 

22. Toboggan (6) 

25. Christmas enke ingredient 
(6) . 

33. Citrus fruit (7) 

34. Jewelled headpiece (5) 


J6. Prime ( 5) 

38. It starts on January 1st 
(3.4) 

40. Inn (5) 

41 . Palm fruits ( 5) 

42. Christmas (6) 

46. Shake noisily (6) 

47. Baked dishes ( 4) 

49. Pantomime characters (4. 7) 

50. Lightweight decorations (5, 
6 ) 

51. Cupid (4) 

54. Joyful festival ( 9) 

56. Leg coverings (9) 

58. Icy figure (7) 

59. Female player (7) 

6 1 . Sign of the zodiac ( 5 ) 

64. Bit (5) 

66. Secret agent ( 3) 

67. Fool (3) 

71. Pnckage(6) 

74 Icy C 6) 

75. Lotteries (7) 

76. Certain (4) 

79. Pint (4) 

80. Dickensian character (7) 

8 1 . Elegance (5) 

82. Flavour (5) 

84. Tries out (.51 
86. Seaside air (5) 

89. Unoccupied (4) 

91. Flowers (6) 

93. Ghost (6) 

95. Watchtower (8) 

96. Glittering decoration (6) 

97. Scottish dish (6) 

98. One of the three kings (8) 

100. Speech makers (7) 

101. Tray (6) 

102. Fortified wine (6) , 

10*3. Popular pantomime ( 7) 
,109. Bow (5) 

112. Racetrack (4) 

114. Drinks slowly (4) 

] 1 6. Health resort (3) 

118. Letter (3) 

For solution, see page 22 of tills 
week’ s Jerusalem Star 
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‘Beirut has come to London’ 
comments an observer on the 
Harrods bomb explosion 


<3 


Uy Len Rockingham 

Slur I iinUun Corrcspi indent 

LONDON — ‘lo gel from Knights bridge 
underground Million in Harrods, Hie fam- 
ous WcsC London depart me ni More, you 
have lo cross Hans Crescent. Thousands 
of visitors 10 London from ihe Middle 
i.ust must have crossed ihul street. It was 
here, in Hans Crescent, lust Saturday af- 
ternoon that the pre- Christ mas shopping 
calm was shattered by a massive car bomb 
explosion. 

A visitor from Lebanon said. "Now Hei- 
rul has come to London”. Hut . al- 
though there are some links between the 
troubles of the Middle L-ast and the ques- 
tion of Northern Ireland, with which this 
connected, there arc also very 
big differences. 

Ihe most obvious difference is that the 
bomb outrage was iminediatelv con- 
demned — nut only by the British govern- 
inent but also by the I'rime Minister or the 
:, ri . . public let it is in order to force 
British troops ojd or Northern I re [and und 
forcibly lo re- unite Northern [re land with 
the Irish Republic Him the IRA (the Irish 
Republican Army) is waging its campaign 
of murder and bomb outrages, which have 
claimed hundreds or lives in Ireland and 
now a few more in Britain too 

IRA has admitted responsibility for 
the Kmghts bridge bomb, but claimed that 
it had not been authorised by what thev 

rni *?* ,R U A C f n,ncl l"- It also expressed 
regret at what It called the 'civilian ca- 
sualt es or this bomb outrage. Thus, the 
IRA tries to give the impression that it is 
a disciplined organization whose real 
quarrel is not with the ordinary people of 
Britain, but with the government, the po- 
lice and the army. K 


Strong condemnation 

It is not surprising that the IRA 
statement has been dismissed as ’con- 
temptible by the police and government 
in London. What is perhaps more surpris 
tng is the very strong condemnation from 


the Irish Prime Minister. Dr Garrett Fitz- 
gerald. who indicated that he would 
quickly propose to parliament in Dublin 
that ii should outlaw Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal arm of the IRA and Dr Fitzgerald in- 
vited the British government to Jo the 
same and outlaw Sinn Fein in boih Britain 
mid Northern Ireland. He also promised 
much closer security co-operation against 
ivrroii.sts between the two governments. 

Moreover, as tens of thousands uf Ro- 
ma n Catholics in Northern Ireland voted 
fur Sinn Fein in the elections Iasi June, to 
outlaw the party now would be io deprive 
these people of their democratic choice. 
And. in addition, (he British government 
has lo weigh up the effect all this would 
have on the Protestant community There 
are Protestant extremists who, although 
they have never exploded bombs in Lon- 
don. are equally as dangerous and as mur- 
derous as are the IRA. 

In the short term, there is absolute hor- 
ror at the killing of innocent people going 
about their peaceful business or shopping 
for Christmas. In the longer term, how- 
ever. the Knighlsbridge car bomb may 
well have helped bring peace in Northern 
Ireland a small step nearer. A bomb outr- 
age like this, with the loss of innocent 
lives, will probably damage the cause of 
the IRA far more than any successful po- 
lice operation. 

Meanwhile the Associated Press re- 
ported that police Wednesday arrested 
lour people in early morning raids in Lon- 
don. A Scotland Yard spokesman said the 
four were being held under Britain* 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. He refused 

I?. 1 ?/ whe H lh Z fou L WTe suspects in 
the Harrods bombing. Other news agenev 
reports said the four were IRA sympathis- 

S « bombiriB. bCen “ nd<ir SUrVeillun « si "“ 

anoll,ei ; development. Commander 
VV ilham Hucklesby head of the Scotland 
\ards anti- terrorist branch said dece- 
ives have obtained a good description of 
the man who last month bought the Austin 
sedan in which the bomb was hidden. 



Arafat walks witHiis bod vg uaTd o* a n* avva j *1 ” * 7 ‘V! ° " cha,rm> W 

( AV^Wrephoto) "b 10 * 1 00*0 of*his*!oyaIl^is^oirTl«^ 

British foreign secretary oj 
visit Middle East 

Geoffrey Howells to make MsTtrM^frn i * 1 ? 1 British ^relgn Secretary Si 
year. Although details the East ln I*** 

due later In the week, It apnears Hist stl rr< iff mi L !?? of f ,c,al “nnouncemeii 
and Egypt, and possibly 

to gal if a ffrst-'hand Impress/on S' f J " 11 llar f ** h, . mself with the area id : 
has not been to the ArXmrld \tLi l h J appe f nin 8 s ««ie Middle East. Hi 

In succession to Mr. Francis Pym becon,1 HB foreign secretary last summti, 

R “h 7 rd V Luce! , h« nil d! * T ,° f ml ? lstcrs a « foreign office, ib. 

Geoffrey himself did visit &udl AnMa /n th ° M,dd, f Eaal this ye * T ' andS J 
the exchequer and also chairman ” hcn h * was chanccllorrf 

Monetary Fund. rman of the Interim committee of the Intcrnallonl 


__ — — tut uuinu was nidden. | 

_ eagan nr ged to end American involvement in Lebanon 

Tl ... „ 


Star Washington 

WASHINGTON — The bombing of the 
American embassy in Kuwait last week 
reminded US officials and security ex- 
PS**® tbe 8 r *m stories of previous bombing 
orthe American embassy and the massive 
attack on American Marines in their 
headquarters in Beirut. 

* T*!®. Ku'rait attack although did not hurt 
or Kin US diplomats or citizens, is adding 
more to the elements of disarray and lack 
of direction of American policy strategists 
u . Leb i non anU lhe Middle East as a 
whole. The State Department, deplored 
the attacks • in Kuwait in the strongest 


terms, saying these attacks “will not do- 
“rttaUS from pursuing a steady policy 
in the Middle Eust." Observers and criL- 
u ., 0 ' 1 current American policy do not 
eve that there is a so-called "steady 
policy in the Middle East. There is a 
growing concern among former US gov- 
ernment po|icy makers that the Reagan 
Adjninislration is pushing America deeper 
into trouble in the quick sands or Leba- 
non. 

These critics. Republicans and Demo- 
crats alike, are sending loud voices and 
clear messages io President Reagan with a 
demand to end the. American entan* 
gleinent In Hie web of Lebanon's uncer- 
iainty and pull the Marines out of Le ba- 
llon. They say America should let the Let 
banese handle their own af- 
fairs, unhindered by the 1600 

Marines who are already living in a new 
combatant 2 one. 

.Criticism of American presence has 
been taking on a bipartisan approach and 
consensus. The critics are ** hawks" and 
doves in the Nixon, Ford and Carter 
administrations, who see the United 
Staies belng drpwn to .what theV regard as 
rutile and counterproductive efforts to 
vise Aiperican . ml I itary ' povyer i n Laban • 
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Th ese critics agree with President Rea- 

" m " ,u '"lli(ll] ll' , ' li, ° , ' i ''“ from the 
to protect |U - lii"niiiliin ' 

Ilona I peace keeping force in Lebanon. “ 

Former Defence Secretary James 
Schlesinger. Jr. , said of the US present 
force in Lebanon: "the correlation of for- 
ces, as the Soviets would say, is to our 
(US) disadvantage." He favours the with- 
drawal of the Marines because "the lon- 
ger we stay, the greater will be our embar- 
rassment when we withdraw. The Syrians 
will play cat- and- mouse with us. and we 
might as well make it shorter rather than 
longer," he added. 

Mr. Zbigniew Brzezlnski, former 
national security adviser for President 
Carter said: * • US policy is likely to entan- 
gle us in a direct conflict with the Syrian* 

With vorv np.rwtivn r.. . . 


■ — ■ ■■■ “"“j Hum oeine a 

mediator into becoming a protagonist 
That will drive Hie Arabs toward the Sv 
rians and widen political openings for the 
Soviets in the region. " The former secur- 
ty adviser cortHrmed tlyu, "American 
involvement in Lebanon would onlv mak« 
sense If it were part of a concerted and 
truly onergettc effort to Initiate Jordanian 
Palestinian - Israeli . talks on the subject 
of the West Bank. Including in the mean- 
time a freeze on the Israeli settlements 
as well ns US-Syrlari- Israeli talks regard- 
h^.both Ubanon and the Golan Hei- 

Evcn trie conservative ultfa-ZipiJist fa- 
natics defence .expert ahd : lecturer, Dr: 
Edward. Lultwak, who 1 had reportedly au 
Ihored th^ plan to partition Lebanon ex- 
pressed oriticisni of American policy’ 
in: Lebanon. Hq : said * 1 the |only militarv 
purpose the Mar files could serve in Leba' " 
non is ir .Ihey poiild be perc^Ived by' the : 
Syrians as the spearhead of a; Whole army' ' 


to come. My own preference is evacua- 
t on. Even if air attacks on the Syrian in- 

~t, UuJi! Perfe ct • 

• Rt H ^ roId Brown, secretary of defence 
in the Carter administration, in a com- 
ment said: "the question of keeping or 
removing the Marines is not the central 
issue for the United States, although if it 

th/c !? 8 l ° » e u d J n an 'Bnominous pullout 
i hio? ner the ^ tler ‘ Really, you have 
to be clear on what your policy is and what 

your objectives are, and it is not de^rYo 
me what that is in the current administra- 
tlon. The vital interests of the United 

S a £bi2dn ,e i¥-?d. le ha PP en not to* be 

bility 80 ^)^^ a ou ^non.^oim ^osd - 

n r, f So1 Linowilz. former 
special Middle East envoy in the Carter 
administration said: "we Hr* arJTrT:™ 
hoping that force will work. Th e P new 
strategy apparently believes that Syria can 
be forced out of Ubanon. The pro&em £ 
hever has been any evidence that 
this is the way to get Syria out. ’ ‘ 


a8rees 10 have lo maintain 
\r>t All, 1 !? 8 . th re ’ at Present, redeploy- 
ing them if necessary for security He ad- 
vocates the introduction of a substltme 
UN observer force by seeking Soviet con- 
and to get the Saudis to 
lives " hat a " d othB,i diplomatic initia- 


pulling the Marines out. at the pm 
time. These voices, added lo reports ft 
a Pentagon commission about the lad 
proper security precautions in USemta 
in 1 »"i'i 'H, i. i| in I hi 1 easy eniran« 
causing a lot oTHenaaCTieirTcFiiwajU 
administration. The Pentagon coian 
sion. in its preliminary findings, wt 
down hard on lhe Marine corps. Thew 
mission found that the corps * 
“grossly negligent" in providing fl* 
ate physical barriers Tor security 
the Marine headquarters in Beirut. 

The most damning aspect of llw ■ 
dings, according to the ABC Pentagon i 
respondent, is that very little has t> 
done to improve security after the l» 
blast. The report said that the Marines 
still vulnerable to attacks. The Stale I 
partment admitted that the US embass! 
Kuwait has in the past received sev 
security threats and has tried lo take 
propriate security precautions, especi 
in the wake of ihe bombings in Bei/ 
“Obviously though, embassies by ^ 
nature must be accessible to the pu 1 
and cannot be made into armed f 
tresses. This limits the types of protedi 
measures that can be taken," Stale j 
partment spokesman Alan Romberg sM 
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The American government is f i riding 
self now surrounded by many critics al 
security precautions al embassies in 
Middle East. There is the belief here 
Washington that the Marines, who. t 
orally guard US missions abroad, i 
mostly on the police forces and emW 
guards from the host countries to pen 11 
the routine duties in maintaining sectf 
around the embassies. This trend, aert* 
irtg to some diplomatic observers. * 
stop and the Marines should stay in 
front of the embassies and perform 
hardest and most routine jobs in gu flri 
these embassies abroad. 
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